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BMAS is a membership supported 
nonprofit organization conducting 
and supporting conservation, education and 
enrichment programs within Walla Walla County 
and beyond.  We welcome all people interested 
in wildlife, habitat creation and conservation of 
birds. Through classes and field trips we strive to 
understand the world around us. Are you in awe 
of life? If so come join in as we learn and discover.

Walla Walla County is a major interior rest 
stop within the Pacific Flyway during spring and 
fall migration. The varied topographic relief, 
broad range of habitats and the county’s location 
along the Columbia and Snake rivers stretching 
up to the Blue Mountains allow for an outstanding 
diversity of bird species. This county covers 1,260 
sq. miles of the Lower Columbia Basin. Elevations 
range between 340’ above sea level along the 
Columbia River to 4700’ in the Blue Mountains.

This checklist contains 349 species that have been 
documented in the county plus 4 “hypotheticals”, 
11 are introduced, 3 are extirpated due to hunting 
and loss of habitat, 6 species are first WA state 
records, 173 species nest in the county. If you 
discover a species not on this checklist please 
contact us and document your sighting with a 
photo or recording. This list is in order of Ebird 
which is used by most birders in the county.

Outstanding birding opportunities close to Walla 
Walla include Rooks Park, Bennington Lake, Fort 
Walla Walla Park/Arthur G. Rempel Natural Area, 
and Whitman Mission. South Fork Russell/Coppei 
Creek roads are very productive walks in spring/
summer. Mountain birding up Lewis Peak, Jasper 
Mt. and Biscuit Ridge are wonderful in season. Snow 
may prohibit travel in winter. Out at the Columbia 
River are McNary NWR with its many sites. Hood, 
Charbonneau and Fishhook Parks are up along the 
Snake River. From Nov. – Feb. Ice Harbor Dam is 
THE place to go for waterfowl, pelicans and gulls.

Get out and explore Walla Walla County – you 
will not be disappointed!

BMAS

 American Birding Association
Principles of Birding Ethics

1.	 Promote the welfare of birds and their  
environment.

2.	 Respect the law and the rights of others.
3.	 Ensure that feeders, nest structures and  

other artificial bird environments are safe.
4.	 Group birding, whether organized or  

impromptu, requires special care. Each 
individual in the group  has responsibilities as 
a group member.

THRUSHES
*Western Bluebird	 c	 c	 u	 o
*Mountain Bluebird	 o	 o	 o	 r
*Townsend’s Solitaire	 u	 o	 u	 u
*Varied Thrush	 u	 u	 u	 u
*Veery	 u	 c	 u	
Gray-cheeked Thrush (!)			   r

*Swainson’s Thrush	 u	 c	 o
*Hermit Thrush	 u	 c	 u	 o
*American Robin	 c	 c	 c	 c

WAXWINGS
Bohemian Waxwing	 r		  o	 o

*Cedar Waxwing	 u	 c	 c	 u

WEAVER FINCH, WAGTAIL, PIPIT
*House Sparrow (I)	 c	 c	 c	 c
White Wagtail			   r	
American Pipit	 o	 r	 u	 o

FINCHES
Brambling	 r			   r
Evening Grosbeak	 o	 o	 o	 o
Pine Grosbeak	 r		  r	 o
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch	 r		  o	 o

*House Finch	 c	 c	 c	 c
Purple Finch	 o	 r	 o	 o

*Cassin’s Finch	 o	 u	 o	 o
Redpoll	 r		  r	 r

*Red Crossbill	 o	 u	 o	 o
White-winged Crossbill	 r		  r	 r

*Pine Siskin	 c	 u	 c	 c
*Lesser Goldfinch	 c	 c	 c	 c
*American Goldfinch	 c	 c	 c	 c

LONGSPUR, BUNTING
Lapland Longspur		  r	 r	 o
Snow Bunting			   r	 r

SPARROWS, TOWHEES
*Grasshopper Sparrow	 r	 u	 o
*Chipping Sparrow	 c	 c	 c	 r
Clay-colored Sparrow	 r		  r
Brewer’s Sparrow	 o	 o	 o
Black-throated Sparrow	 r	 r

*Lark Sparrow	 u	 c	 u
Lark Bunting		  r	 r
American Tree Sparrow	 r		  o	 o

*Fox Sparrow	 c	 c	 c	 o
*Dark-eyed Junco	 c	 c	 c	 c
White-crowned Sparrow	 c	 r	 c	 u
Golden-crowned Sparrow	 o	 r	 o	 o
Harris’ Sparrow	 r		  r	 r
White-throated Sparrow	 o		  o	 o
Sagebrush Sparrow	 r		  r	
Vesper Sparrow	 o	 o	 o	 r
LeConte’s Sparrow			   r	

*Savannah Sparrow	 c	 c	 c	 o
*Song Sparrow	 c	 c	 c	 c
Lincoln’s Sparrow	 o	 r	 u	 o
Swamp Sparrow	 r		  r	 r

*Green-tailed Towhee	 r	 o	 r
*Spotted Towhee	 c	 c	 c	 u

CHAT, BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES, GRACKLES
*Yellow-breasted Chat	 u	 c	 u
*Yellow-headed Blackbird	 c	 c	 c	 u
Bobolink		  h		

*Western Meadowlark	 c	 c	 c	 u
Orchard Oriole		  h
Hooded Oriole		  r	 r

*Bullock’s Oriole	 c	 c	 u
*Red-winged Blackbird	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Tricolored Blackbird	 o	 o	 o	 u
*Brown-headed Cowbird	 c	 c	 c	 u
Rusty Blackbird	 r		  r	 r

*Brewer’s Blackbird	 c	 c	 c	 c
Common Grackle	 r	 r	 r	 r
Great-tailed Grackle		  r

WARBLERS
Ovenbird		  h		
Northern Waterthrush			   r
Blue-winged Warbler			   r
Black-and-white Warbler		  r	 r
Prothonotary Warbler			   r
Tennessee Warbler			   r

*Orange-crowned Warbler	 c	 c	 c	 o
*Nashville Warbler	 c	 c	 u
*MacGillivray’s Warbler	 c	 c	 c	 r
*Common Yellowthroat	 o	 u	 o	 r
American Redstart	 r	 r	 r
Northern Parula		  r	
Magnolia Warbler		  r	 r
Blackburnian Warbler			   r

*Yellow Warbler	 c	 c	 c
Chestnut-sided Warbler			   r
Blackpoll Warbler			   r
Black-throated Blue Warbler		  r	 r
Palm Warbler			   r

*Yellow-rumped Warbler	 c	 c	 c	 u
Prairie Warbler			   r
Black-throated Gray Warbler		  r	 r

*Townsend’s Warbler	 c	 c	 c	
Canada Warbler (!)			   r
Wilson’s Warbler	 u	 o	 u	 r

TANAGER, GROSBEAKS, BUNTINGS
*Western Tanager	 c	 c	 c	 r
Rose-breasted Grosbeak		  r	 r	 r

*Black-headed Grosbeak	 c	 c	 c	 r
*Lazuli Bunting	 c	 c	 c
Indigo Bunting		  r	 	
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RELATIVE ABUNDANCE

SEASONS

WATERFOWL
Snow Goose	 c	 r	 c	 c
Ross’s Goose	 r	 r	 r	 r
Greater White-fronted Goose	 c	 r	 c	 u	
Brant				    r
Barnacle Goose				    r
Cackling Goose	 u		  u	 c

*Canada Goose	 c	 c	 c	 c
Trumpeter Swan	 u 		  u	 u
Tundra Swan	 u		  u	 c

*Wood Duck	 c	 c	 c	 c
Garganey			   r

*Blue-winged Teal	 c	 u	 c
*Cinnamon Teal	 c	 c	 c
*Northern Shoveler	 c	 u	 c	 c
*Gadwall	 c	 c	 c	 c
Eurasian Wigeon	 o		  o	 o

  American Wigeon	 c	 u	 c	 c
*Mallard	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Northern Pintail	 c	 u	 c	 c
*Green-winged Teal	 c	 u	 c	 c
Canvasback	 c	 o	 c	 c	

*Redhead	 c	 c	 c	 u
Ring-necked Duck	 c	 u	 c	 c
Tufted Duck	 r			   r
Greater Scaup	 c	 o	 c	 c
Lesser Scaup	 c	 u	 c	 c
Steller’s Eider (only Inland N.A. record)			   r
Harlequin Duck	 r		  r	 r
Surf Scoter	 r		  o	 r
White-winged Scoter	 r	 r	 o	 r
Black Scoter				    r
Long-tailed Duck	 r		  r	 r
Bufflehead	 c	 o	 c	 c
Common Goldeneye	 c	 r	 c	 c
Barrow’s Goldeneye	 o		  u	 c

*Hooded Merganser	 u	 o	 c	 c
*Common Merganser	 c	 u	 c	 c
Red-breasted Merganser	 o		  o	 o

*Ruddy Duck	 c	 u	 c	 c

UPLAND GAME BIRDS
Mountain Quail (I)			   r	
Northern Bobwhite (I)	  (last seen 1993)			   r

*California Quail (I)	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Wild Turkey (I)	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Ruffed Grouse	 o	 o	 o	 o
Greater Sage-Grouse		             (extirpated)

*Dusky Grouse	 o	 o	 o	 o
Sharp-tailed Grouse		             (extirpated)

*Gray partridge (1)	 o	 o	 o	 o
*Ring-necked Pheasant (1)	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Chukar (1)	 r	 r	 r	 r

PIGEONS, DOVES
*Rock Pigeon (I)	 c	 c	 c	 c
Band-tailed Pigeon	 r	 r	 r	 r	

*Eurasian Collared-Dove (I) (!)	 c	 c	 c	 c
White-winged Dove			   r

*Mourning Dove	 c	 c	 c	 c

CUCKOO, NIGHTJARS, SWIFTS
Yellow-billed Cuckoo	 r	 r	

*Common Nighthawk	 r	 u	 u
*Common Poorwill	 r	 r	 r
Black Swift		  r	

*Vaux’s Swift	 u	 c	 c
*White-throated Swift	 u	 u	 o

HUMMINGBIRDS
*Black-chinned Hummingbird	 u	 c	 c
*Anna’s Hummingbird	 u	 u	 u	 u
*Calliope Hummingbird	 u	 u	 u
*Rufous Hummingbird		  u	 u	 u
Broad-tailed Hummingbird		  r	 r

RAILS, CRANE
*Virginia Rail	 u	 u	 u	 o
*Sora	 o	 o	 o
*American Coot	 c	 c	 c	 c
Sandhill Crane	 o		  o	 r

SHOREBIRDS
*Black-necked Stilt	 u	 u	 u	 r
*American Avocet	 u	 u	 u	 r
Black-bellied Plover	 o	 r	 o
American Golden-Plover		  r	 o
Pacific Golden-Plover			   r	

*Killdeer	 c	 c	 c	 u
Semipalmated Plover	 o	 o	 o
Wilson’s Plover (!)			   r
Snowy Plover	 r	 r	 r
Upland Sandpiper		             (extirpated)
Whimbrel	 r	 r	 r

*Long-billed Curlew	 o	 o	 r
Hudsonian Godwit		  r	 r
Marbled Godwit	 r	 r	 r
Short-billed Dowitcher	 r		  o
Long-billed Dowitcher	 u	 u	 c	 o

*Wilson’s Snipe	 u	 u	 u	 o
*Wilson’s Phalarope	 o	 u	 o
Red Phalarope		  r	 r	 r
Red-necked Phalarope	 o	 u	 u

*Spotted Sandpiper	 u	 c	 c	 o
Solitary Sandpiper	 o	 o	 u
Lesser Yellowlegs	 u	 o	 c	 r
Willet	 r	 r	 r

SHOREBIRDS CONTINUED
Greater Yellowlegs	 u	 u	 c	 r
Ruddy Turnstone		  r	 r
Red Knot		  r	 r
Ruff	 r		  r
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper			   r
Stilt Sandpiper		  r	 o
Buff-breasted Sandpiper			   r
Sanderling	 o	 o	 o
Dunlin	 o	 r	 o	 u
Baird’s Sandpiper	 o	 r	 u
White-rumped Sandpiper		  r	
Least Sandpiper	 u	 o	 c	 o
Pectoral Sandpiper	 o	 o	 u	 r
Western Sandpiper	 u	 u	 c	 o
Semipalmated Sandpiper	 r	 o	 u

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS
Long-tailed Jaeger		  r	 r
Parasitic Jaeger		  r	 r
Little Gull			   r
Black-legged Kittiwake				    r
Sabine’s Gull	 r		  o
Bonaparte’s Gull	 o	 o	 u	 r
Franklin’s Gull	 o	 u	 o	 r
Black-tailed Gull			   r	
Heermann’s Gull			   r	
Short-billed Gull	 r		  o	 o

*Ring-billed Gull	 c	 c	 c	 c
Western Gull	 r	 r	 r	 r
American Herring Gull	 c	 o	 c	 c
Glaucous Gull	 r	 r	 r	 r
Lesser Black-backed Gull (!)	 r	 r	 r	 r

*California Gull	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Glaucous-winged Gull	 c	 u	 c	 c
Slaty-backed Gull				    r
Iceland Gull	 r		  r	 o
Least Tern		  r		

*Caspian Tern (nesting space eradicated in 2014)	o	 u	 o
Black Tern	 r	 r	 r
Forster’s Tern	 u	 u	 u
Arctic Tern		  r	 r
Common Tern	 r	 r	 o

GREBES
*Pied-billed Grebe	 c	 c	 c	 c
Horned Grebe	 c	 o	 c	 c
Red-necked Grebe	 r	 r	 o	 o
Eared Grebe	 o	 o	 u	 o

*Western Grebe	 c	 c	 c	 c	
*Clark’s Grebe	 o	 u	 o	 o

LOONS
Red-throated Loon			   r	 r
Pacific Loon	 r	 r	 r	 r
Common Loon	 u	 o	 u	 u

CORMORANT, WADERS, PELICANS
*Double-crested Cormorant	 c	 c	 c	 c
White-faced Ibis	 r	 r	 r	 r

*American Bittern	 r	 r	 r	 r
Least Bittern		  h	
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (!)		  r

*Black-crowned Night-Heron	 u	 u	 u	 u
Snowy Egret	 r	 r	 r
Green Heron		  r	 r
Western Cattle Egret	 r		  r	 r

*Great Egret	 c	 c	 c	 o
*Great Blue Heron	 c	 c	 c	 c
* American White Pelican	 c	 c	 c	 u	
Brown Pelican			   r

RAPTORS
Turkey Vulture	 o	 o	 o	 r

*Osprey	 c	 c	 c	 o
*Golden Eagle	 o	 o	 o	 o
*Sharp-shinned Hawk	 u	 u	 c	 c
*Cooper’s Hawk	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Northern Goshawk	 o	 o	 o	 o
*Northern Harrier	 c	 u	 c	 c
*Bald Eagle	 c	 c	 c	 c
 Broad-winged Hawk	 r	 r	 r
Red-shouldered Hawk	 r		  r

*Swainson’s Hawk	 c	 c	 c
*Red-tailed Hawk	 c	 c	 c	 c
Rough-legged Hawk	 o		  u	 u

*Ferruginous Hawk	 u	 u	 o	 r

OWLS
*American Barn Owl	 u	 u	 u	 u
*Flammulated Owl	 r	 o	 r
*Western Screech-Owl	 u	 u	 u	 u
Snowy Owl	 r			   r

*Great Horned Owl	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Northern Pygmy-Owl	 o	 o	 o	 o
*?Burrowing Owl (nesting areas eradicated)	 r	 r	 r	 r
Barred Owl	 r	 r	 r	 r

*Great Gray Owl	 o	 o	 r	 o
*Long-eared Owl	 o	 o	 o	 o
*Short-eared Owl	 r	 r	 r	 o
*Northern Saw-whet Owl	 o	 o	 o	 u

KINGFISHER
*Belted Kingfisher	 u	 u	 u	 u

WOODPECKERS
*Williamson’s Sapsucker	 o	 o	 o	 r
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker				    r

*Red-naped Sapsucker	 u	 u	 u	 r
Red-breasted Sapsucker		  r	 r	 r

*Lewis’s Woodpecker	 o	 u	 u
Am. Three-toed Woodpecker				    r

*Black-backed Woodpecker (nested in burn)	r	 r	 r
*Downy Woodpecker	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Hairy Woodpecker	 u	 u	 u	 u
White-headed Woodpecker	 r			   r

*Pileated Woodpecker	 u	 u	 u	 u
*Northern Flicker	 c	 c	 c	 c

FALCONS
*American Kestrel	 c	 c	 c	 c
Merlin	 o	 o	 u	 u
Gyrfalcon				    r

*Peregrine Falcon	 o	 o	 o	 o	
*Prairie Falcon	 o	 o	 o	 o

FLYCATCHERS
Olive-sided Flycatcher		  o	 o

*Western Wood-Pewee	 c	 c	 c
*Willow Flycatcher	 o	 c	 o
Least Flycatcher		  r	 r	

*Hammond’s Flycatcher	 u	 u	 u	 r
Gray Flycatcher	 r	 r	 r

*Dusky Flycatcher	 u	 c	 c
*Western Flycatcher	 u	 c	 u
Black Phoebe			   r	
Eastern Phoebe				    r

*Say’s Phoebe	 c	 u	 u	 o
Ash-throated Flycatcher		  r	 r

*Western Kingbird	 c	 c	 c
*Eastern Kingbird	 o	 c	 c

VIREOS, SHRIKES
Hutton’s Vireo				    r

*Cassin’s Vireo	 u	 c	 u
*Warbling Vireo	 c	 c	 c
*Red-eyed Vireo		  o	 o
*Loggerhead Shrike	 o	 o	 o	 r
Northern Shrike	 o		  o	 u

CORVIDS
Canada Jay	 r	 r	 r	 r

*Steller’s Jay	 u	 u	 u	 u
Blue Jay	 r	 r	 r	 r

*California Scrub-Jay (first breeding 2024)	 u	 u	 u	 u
*Black-billed Magpie	 c	 c	 c	 c
Clark’s Nutcracker		  r	 r	 r

*American Crow	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Common Raven	 c	 c	 c	 c

CHICKADEES
*Black-capped Chickadee	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Mountain Chickadee	 u	 u	 u	 u
*Chestnut-backed Chickadee	 u	 u	 u	 u

LARK, SWALLOWS
*Horned Lark	 c	 c	 c	 u
*Bank Swallow	 u	 c	 c	
*Tree Swallow	 c	 c	 c	 r
*Violet-green Swallow	 c	 c	 c	 r
*N. Rough-winged Swallow	 c	 c	 c
*Barn Swallow	 c	 c	 c	 r
*Cliff Swallow	 c	 c	 c	 r

KINGLETS, NUTHATCHES, CREEPER
*Ruby-crowned Kinglet	 c	 c	 c	 u
*Golden-crowned Kinglet	 u	 u	 u	 u
*White-breasted Nuthatch	 r	 r	 o	 o
Pygmy Nuthatch	 r	 r	 r	 r

*Red-breasted Nuthatch	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Brown Creeper	 u	 u	 u	 u

GNATCATCHER, WRENS, DIPPER
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher			   r

*Rock Wren	 u	 u	 u	 o
*Canyon Wren	 u	 u	 u	 o
*Northern House Wren	 c	 c	 c	 r
*Pacific Wren	 u	 u	 u	 o
*Marsh Wren	 c	 c	 c	 o
*Bewick’s Wren	 c	 c	 c	 c
*American Dipper	 u	 u	 u	 u

STARLING, CATBIRD, THRASHERS, MOCKINGBIRD
*European Starling (I)	 c	 c	 c	 c
*Gray Catbird	 u	 c	 c
Brown Thrasher		  r
Sage Thrasher	 r	 r	 r
Northern Mockingbird	 r	 r	 r	 r

These categories are of necessity arbitrary and do 
overlap. They indicate the general periods in which to 
expect a large percentage of the species.

SP - Spring (March-May)
S - Summer (June-August)
F - Fall (August-November)
W - Winter (November-February)

c - Common: Certain to occur in suitable habitat
u - Uncommon: Few individuals likely to be seen on any one day
o - Occasional: Recorded only a few times during a season
r - Rare: Recorded less than 5 times
h - Hypothetical: Single observer’s sighting

*  - Breeds in the county
(I) - Introduced
(!) - First State Record
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