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Western and Clarks Grebe Management at
McNary National Wildlife Refuge

Thursday, October 15, 2026 ¢ 7 p.m.

Olin Hall, Room 129, Whitman campus
Presented by Steve Kahl

This presentation, originally scheduled for last April,

was postponed due to illness.

Western Grebes

ver the past several decades, Western
Oand Clark’s Grebes have experienced
significant declines in their population,
raising concerns among conservationists.
These elegant birds began nesting at McNary

National Wildlife Refuge and nearby
areas in 2021, but with limited suc-
cess. Learn how the refuge, in col-
laboration with numerous agencies
and dedicated volunteers, has worked
to preserve their grebe colonies and
promote successful nesting.

for 26 years.

https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map

teve originally

hails from the
Finger Lakes area
of upstate NY. He
has worked for
the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service

He started his
career at Iroquois
National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR) in
Western NY, and

then went on to Wallkill River NWR in northern
NJ, Shiawassee NWR in the Lower Peninsula of
MI, and the Southeast Idaho NWR Complex.
Steve is currently the Project Leader of the Mid-
Columbia River National Wildlife Refuge Complex
which includes McNary, Umatilla, Cold Springs,

and McKay Creek NWRs.
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Monthly Calendar

Board Meeting:
Wednesday October 14, 2026, 7:00 pm

October Membership Meeting:
October 15, 2026, 7:00 pm

Board executives:
President: Bruce Barga

Vice President: Ben Vernasco
Secretary: Michelle Dressler
Treasurer: Justin Rodegerdts

Board members:
Membership chair: Vanessa Prendiville

Education chair: Phil Kahler &
Sue Parrish, co-chairs

Past President: Tim Parker

Natural Area chair: Tom Land
Conservation chair: Glen Mendel
Program chair: Nancy Mitchell

Field Trips chair: Sue Parrish

At large: Kay Barga, Rebecca Heisman,
Kathy/Janaki Howard, Matt Banderas
Jeanne McMenemy

Website:

http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
liamhickeyl3@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:

Email:
BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com

Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

BMAS Feathered Friends Photos

By Nancy Mitchell and Michelle Dressler

n last month’s issue of The Magpiper, an article announced
Gabriel Watson’s dramatic photograph of two Great Horned
Owls recently won first place in the Journal of Wildlife
Photography spring 2026 “Bird Behavior” photography contest.
Gabriel’s photo is the inspiration for this new column in The
Magpiper: “BMAS Feathered Friends Photos”. Members
are encouraged to submit photos of local and/or regional
birds for an upcoming issue of The Magpiper by emailing

bluemtnaudubon@gmail.com with the photo(s) and the
information listed below. Please make submissions by the
15th of each month.

lease also

consider i
posting your photos |-
on the Friends of ‘
Blue Mountain
Audubon Facebook
page. If you don’t
use FB and would
like to share your
photos, please
send them to:

bmasphotos@

mail.com.

Photo submissions for The Magpiper should include the
following details:

 Your name

» Email address

» Mobile number

« Camera type

« Season or date photo was taken

o Information about where the photo was taken

and other interesting details.

Questions? Email bluemtnaudubon@gmail.com

The first BMAS member to submit his photos and
information about them is Earl Blackaby.
The photo of the Pileated Woodpecker, above, is his. Two other

photos and the details about how he came to get them, continue
on Page 3.
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BMAS Feathered Friends Photos
cont'd from pg. 2

Photographer: Earl Blackaby « Date: July, 2025
Location: Rooks Park and Mill Creek, Walla Walla
Camera: Nikon Coolpix P900

Setting: Bird watching - single shot

t was July 2025, and I was walking along Mill

Creek on the paved walkway next to Rooks Park.
In the past I had heard and then discovered a Pileated
Woodpecker high in a tree in Rooks Park, but when it
spotted me, it took off. I have found that the Pileated
Woodpeckers are shy and not comfortable when one
gets too close.

n this special morning, I discovered a Pileated

Woodpecker working on a tree for insects in the
bark for snacks. It was so busy on its search it did not
notice me as I took pictures and moved downhill from
the path to get closer for more pictures. Fortunately,
I did not scare it away, as it kept working around the
tree about four feet above the ground and did not
seem to notice or be bothered by me as I got closer.

s others were coming my way on the path, I

waited to point out the busy woodpecker, then
moved up the path toward the diversion dam area.
But surprise #2, on the last tree near the walking
path, I discovered five young raccoons helping each
other climb up into this tree. Mom must have left
for foraging for food, so these kits were climbing
for safety.

Again, I got closer and stood below these kits as they
helped each other get higher in the tree - then took a
break as they waited for Mom to return.

ne does not forget mornings like this one, and I
was glad I had a camera handy.

B irding for Beginners and
everyone else, too!
Welcome Birders of all
kinds of feathers!

Sunday, October 18, 9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

he October BMAS-sponsored field trip will be a
Birding for Beginners (and experienced folks, too)
trip along Mill Creek.

Free, and open to the public. Families and children
are welcome! Binoculars will be available for loan.

ome enjoy the fall weather with birds and friends!

The walk is along flat, paved paths suitable for
strollers or wheelchairs. Wheelchair accessible
bathrooms are available.

lease meet at the Corps of Engineers Mill Creek
Project Office parking lot, 3211 Reservoir Road,
Walla Walla.
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Musings

Finding the Right Spot

Story & Photo by Chris Howard

n a sunny day in late August, Janaki and

I decided to head out on a hike up the
South Fork of the Walla Walla River. We
packed a lunch and
after a short drive over
the hill south of fown
we were pulling into
a parking place close
to the river just past
Harris Park. We were
surprised to find no
other cars or people at
the trailhead.

We began our hike
upriver skirting the
river by climbing along
the foot of a cliff face
which was made possible
due fo low water level.
The old road leading

up the river had been
washed out in a flood

a few years ago. The
trail winds in and out of
the partially forested
shoreline up onto a cliff
where you look down on the rushing river
about a hundred feet below.

s the trail gradually worked its way

back down to riverside, Janaki spotted a
large Salmon swimming against the current
through the rocky ripples. Then I spotted
another Salmon just ahead of the first one.
We watched spellbound as the lead one came
to a gravelly river bottom and turned on its
side and rapidly flapped its tail scattering the
rocks o make a redd for its mate to lay her
eggs. We didn't see the actually mating as the
pair moved out of sight.

urther up river, we took a side trail which

led to a little beach where we pulled
out our lunches. As we sat absorbing the
fresh mountain air with the butterflies and
occasional Chickadees, I wondered out loud
if the Salmon could make it this far upriver.
A minute later, I saw the flash of a Salmon
tail as it fought its way upstream though
the rapids. There was another one behind it.

They settled in the lee

| of aboulder for a well-
deserved rest.

believe that Salmon

are a living miracle!!
How they can swim from
far out in the Pacific
Ocean, up the Columbia
River, through all the
dams then up the rushing
Wialla Walla River is
totally amazing and
should be an inspiration
to us all.

n the way back, I

took a separate trail
that crosses above the
river on the north side.
I pushed through some
bushes and found the
trail as it headed up the
cliffside. I saw a pile
of leaves in the middle of the trail. Looking
closer I recognized the head of a rattlesnake
staring at me from 3 feet away! It was
motionless except for its rapidly flittering
tongue. I knew that the snake was not looking
for trouble and I was certainly not looking for
trouble either, so I made a wide berth around
the snake and got back on the trail behind it
where I wound my way high above the river
and down to the bottom of the trail to the
road where Janaki was waiting in the car.

Every part of the year has its natural
miracles to share.
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Photo, Janaki Howard

Environment!
v Community!
T Well-being!

Would you like to be a part of a team that has
a positive impact on your environment, your
community and your well-being? Join the Blue
Mountain Audubon Litter Pickup Team! Help us pick
up litter over a one-mile area. Every pair of hands are
needed! We would love to have you!!

When: October 17, 9 :00 AM

Where:  Highway 12 & Spalding Road

What to bring: Water, hat and comfortable

shoes for walking on the shoulder of the road

Cli¢¢-

Contact Person: Kay Barga bargabk@icloud.com

Ft. WW Natural Area

Story by Janaki Howard

At the Fort Walla Walla Natural Area, we are happy
to celebrate a year of remarkable success—90% of
our native plants survived the winter and dry summer
of 2025-2026.

In October, 2025, 22
volunteers planted 40
native trees and
shrubs at the

} | Fort Walla Walla
Natural Area.

N After a fire in

BN the area cleared
& out invasive

d blackberries,

& an eight-person
== crew from the
Walla Walla Penitentiary spent two days
preparing the soil and clearing debris for
restoration. Our volunteers then carefully
planted 12 bird-friendly species, including
Mock Orange, Osier Dogwood, Elderberry,
Ocean Spray, and Chokecherry.

Bird Sites By Sue Weiler

Tis is a fascinating article from Down Under,
where Australian birds have been found behaving
with burning sticks in their talons — Let’s hope they
don’t migrate here!

bioone.org/journals
journal-of-ethnobiology/volume-37/
1ssue-4/0278-0771-37.4. 700/Intenti0nal Fire-
Spreading-by-Firehawk-Raptors-in-Northern-

Australia/10.2993/0278-0771-37.4.700.full

https://

Continue to send your online finds to :
<sueweiler1224@gmail.com>

e are so grateful to our plant sponsors who

watered and weeded their adopted plants all
summer, as well as Karen Kirkwood and her family
team for their faithful monthly watering visits.

all is a beautiful time to stroll through the Natural
Area—stop by and see how much these saplings
have grown!

Giovanni, Theo and
Liam on watering
patrol.

Below, one of the
seedlings after one year.
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Grasshopper Sparrow

Summer
Bird Sightings
From the eBird List

White-faced Ibis, Snow Goose, Franklin Gulls, Canada
Goose, Black-capped Chickadees, House Finch, American
Goldfinch, Western Tanager, Turkey Vulture, Red-
tailed Hawk, Yellow Warbler, Robin, American Crow,
Bufflehead, Black-throated Sparrow, Least Flycatcher,
Spotted Towhee, Canada Jay, White-crowned Sparrow,
American Redstart, Western Flycatcher, Yellow-rumped
Warbler, Arctic Tern, Greater Scaup, Common Tern,
Horned Grebe, Red Crossbill, Bonaparte Gull, Tri-
colored Blackbird, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Common
Goldeneye, White-throated Swift, Northern Pine Siskin,
Solitary Sandpiper, Northern Pintail, Bushtit, Gray
Flycatcher, Hammond’s Flycatcher, Hairy Woodpecker,
Sabine’s Gull, Marbled Godwit, Black-throated Gray
Warbler, Catbird, Great Egret, Snipe, Lesser Goldfinch,
Northern Harrier, Belted Kingfisher, Great Blue Heron,
Northern Shoveler, Lewis Woodpecker, Canyon Wren,
Sanderling, Black Turnstone, Evening Grosbeak,
Wilson’s Phalarope, Calliope Hummingbird, American
Bittern, Olive-backed Flycatcher, Barn Swallow, Violet-
green Swift, Catbird, Chat, Swainson’s Hawk, Osprey,
Townsend’s Warbler, Ring-necked Duck, American
Wigeon, Northern Waterthrush, Western Kingbird,
Red Phalarope, Dusky Flycatcher, Purple finch.

Coming up in November...

H ave you ever wondered if the birds in your backyard
are the same individuals year after year? Bill and
Nancy LaFramboise of —
Richland, WA have, and for the V ’
past 8 years have been banding » o
the White-crowned Sparrows
in their backyard to find out.

S pecifically, each bird they g
catch receives a unique
combination of colored leg bands.

Bill and Nancy then meticulously identified individuals
each winter to document how frequently they returned.
By doing so, Bill and Nancy collected a mountain of
demographic data that tells an interesting story about our
local population of wintering White-crowned Sparrows.

At the November 19th meeting, Bill, Nancy, and Ben
Vernasco will share the findings from this effort.
On Saturday, November 21st, Bill and Nancy, along
with their team of volunteers, will provide a bird banding
demonstration at McNary National Wildlife Refuge.
Participants can expect to see wild birds up close and
experience how bird banding is used to track population
demographics at this kid friendly event.

Watch for the November issue of
The Magpiper for more details.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook.

] 011 Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

State:

City:

Phone: Email:

Zip Code:
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