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and research; “intellectual
engagement” as “the hobby
sharpens observation and
memory skills;” and “building
community” when gathering
and sharing ideas with like-
minded individuals.

eading as defined by the

Oxford Dictionary is, “the
activity or skill of looking
at and comprehending the
meaning of written or printed
matter by interpreting the
characters of symbols of which
it is composed.” One of the
definitions of to share is to “give
a portion of (something) to
another or others.”

q t our January meeting,

you will have the
opportunity to share about a
book you've read relating to

Do you think birdwatchers read more than the birds, nature, conservation and what you gained from
average? According to Al, birdwatchers are the experience and why you think it is a good read.
“often described as well-read”. Think about how Attendees are not required to share and we welcome
birdwatching increases your reading: through “field those who want to sit and listen. The list of books
guide and identifying birds” “learning and gaining shared will be compiled and recorded in the February

knowledge” about the world of birds through reading issue of The Magpiper.

Bi rd Sites By Sue Weiler

Is love blind, and does a fancy “toupee” cloud vision in male Golden and Lady Amherst
pheasants during mating season? Opthamologist tools help find answers

https://www.science.org/content/article/love-practically-makes-these-birds-go-

blind?utm source=sfmc&utm medium=email&utm campaign=_ScienceAdviser&utm
content=distillation&et rid=417609042&et cid=5803399

Please send any interesting bird stories, blurbs or photos you

find online my way: <sueweiler1224@gmail.com>
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Monthly Calendar

Board Meeting:
January 8, 2026, 7:00 pm

January Membership Meeting:
January 15, 2026, 7:00 pm

Board executives:
President: Bruce Barga

Vice President: Ben Vernasco
Secretary: Michelle Dressler
Treasurer: Justin Rodegerdts

Board members:
Membership chair: Vanessa Prendiville

Education chair: Phil Kahler &
Sue Parrish, co-chairs

Past President: Tim Parker

Natural Area chair: Tom Land
Conservation chair: Glen Mendel
Program chair: Nancy Mitchell

Field Trips chair: Sue Parrish

At large: Kay Barga, Rebecca Heisman,
Jonathan & Melissa Webster,
Kathy/Janaki Howard, Matt Banderas
Jeanne McMenemy

Website:

http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
liamhickeyl3@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:

Email:
BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com

Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

BMAS Member Spotlight:

January's Member Spotlight zooms in on John Gunningham.

Tell us a little bit about yourself as
well as what piqued your interest in
birds and how long you’ve been birding.

frica was my home until age 18

when I moved to the USA. As a
child I didn’t really pay much atten-
tion to the birds around me until I was
invited to go birdwatching at about age 16. My parents ran a
boarding school for expat kids, and the father of a student had
come from Ghana (to
Cote d’Ivoire) to collect
his kids for the summer
holiday break. Talk about
a whole bunch of spark
birds in one afternoon!
Green Turaco, Great Blue
Plantain-Eater, Wood-
chat Shrike, Thick-billed

= Weaver, Palm Swift, just

to name a few that spring to mind almost 50 years later. The
hook was set deep, and it has never worked its way out.
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Blue Dacnis, Male

Do you have a favorite birding spot locally and/or in the U.S.?

ennington Lake has become my birding patch here in Walla

Walla. It has been very fun to see how the seasons impact
which birds can be found, and has surprised me with some great
vagrants (Canada Warbler!!!)

Does your career as a physician have an impact on the way
you view birds and birdlife?

Figuring out what conditions my patients come to see me
with (differential diagnosis) has quite a lot in common with
bird identification. I P
I find the process Yellow-throated Toucan f:
of putting a picture —
together from the
various clues in both
scenarios to be very
rewarding.

Continued on Pg. 3
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Photo courtesy MerryLynn Denny

s a part-time resident in Costa Rica where bird-
life is abundant, where would you recommend
travelers go?

Almost anywhere in Costa Rica is great for birding
(the country has 946 species on the official list packed
into a territory the size of West Virginia) I do have a
few favorite spots of course. My house list is already
over 100 species and my wife and I would be happy to

host any Audubon guests! Carara National Park on the
central Pacific coast is fantastic. Curi-Cancha Reserve
in the Monteverde area keeps getting better every year.
Cafio Negro in the north
of the country has a whole
raft of different wetland
species. I'm sure that next
year I will have many new
favorite spots.

Photo does not include those who started early
and didn’t meet up with the group.

2025 Walla Walla
Christmas Bird Count
Results

December 20 brought 40 motivated birders out

to scour the CBC circle for any and all birds.
Weather was unusually warm for this time of year —
no snow or ice or fog — actual sunshine most of the
day with temps in the upper 40’s to over 50 degrees!
After meeting up at Whitman College, all headed out
to their areas for the day. At 5:30 p.m. most met up

at Fort Walla Walla Museum for the Soup/Potluck
supper and Wrap-Up session — which is always a fun
time to catch up and share sightings.

nded the day with a total of 78 species — Bruce
Toews found a Say’s Phoebe the next day which

gives us 79 with one Count Week
bird. Average number but our
lowest in 4 years.

Highlights of this years count
were 2 TURKEY VULTURES
spotted by Frank Conlan at
dusk at Bennington Lake - only
the 2nd year this species has
been found on the count. A
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED
GOOSE was found by Alison
Mettler and group at Pioneer
Park — only the 4th record, as was an ORANGE-
CROWNED WARBLER found by Joe and Bonnie
Roemer near their College Place residence.

CALIFORNIA SCRUB-JAYS continue to thrive in
our area — first recorded on the CBC in 2022 with 3
species, in 2023 only 1, last year 6 were found and this
year 11.

MISSES- Ring-necked Duck - first miss in 10 years.
Northern Pintail and Bohemian Waxwing in 5 years.
Low numbers of Varied Thrush - only 1 - last year
none — average number is 50 so this species is surely in
decline in our area.

House Sparrows, House Finches and American
Goldfinch numbers are down primarily because the
number of folks feeding birds is WAY down from 20
years ago — probably because the price of bird seed
has tripled.

THANKS to all the folks who participated - you are
much appreciated! MerryLynn.

See Page 5 for Species List
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Musings
Waiting on Winter

Story & Photos Chris Howard

Looking out the window, I'm seeing a humber
of different flowers out on the deck as

colorful as they were in mid-summer. It's 67°
F. out in the middle of December. Do we need
any more evidence supporting climate change?

In just a few days Blue Mountain Audubon
will be sponsoring another Christmas
Bird Count. It looks like this year will be an
unseasonably warm search for the birds. On
one CBC a few years ago, there was so much
snow that the gate to Bennington Lake was
closed and I had to survey my area on skis.

few days ago, Linda Hanson, and T went

out to Bennington fo scout the area for
the upcoming bird count. We first made our
way along the west side of the reservoir
where in past years we found Long Eared
Owls. We lifted up juniper limbs, scanned
pine trees and trounced along all

trunk of one of the largest trees. It was
staying out of the wind. I took a couple of
photos and then we took of f, not wanting to
disturb the owl. That's one place we will be
checking on the bird count.

We kept walking the road around to the
south side then turned on the trail
leading to the lake. As we walked along the
trail, always scanning the frees on either side,
I noticed a well-hidden dark spot on a distant
tree. On closer inspection, it turned out to

be another Great Horned Owl. If only these
owls are around for the bird count! We made

the hidden trails but did not see
any Long Eared owls. Even more
telling was the fact that we did
not see any whitewash (owl poop)
in any of the old hiding places.

We made our way past the
cement culvert to the

east side of the reservoir and
searched all the juniper stringer
for signs of Long Eared Owls or Northern
Sawwhet owls. Again, we struck out... not
finding owls or owl signs, we headed up into
the corner on the eastern side where there
are some big ancient locust trees. We found
some Juncos and White-Crowned Sparrows
and were about to head out when I spotted
a Great Horned Owl, snuggled up against the

our way down to the trail by the lake and
carefully searched the hiding spots for
the Sawwhet owls but they were nowhere
to be found. It's interesting to me how
bird populations shift from year to year. Last
year I knew where there were 5 Sawwhets
roosting... this year, zero. Looking out on

the lake we saw a large flock of Common
Mergansers. Hopefully on the morning of the
count there will be a greater variety of birds
to report! I don't think there is any need

for me to wax my skis for this year's count.
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Saturday, January 24th, Field Trip led by Mike Denny

8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

he January BMAS field trip will be an
explorer’s delight as we visit the Snake River—
from Fishhook Park downriver to Charbonneau
Park and Ice Harbor Dam to Hood Park. Dress
warm, bring a lunch, a hot drink, good boots
and a camera along with binoculars. Birds we
may see are Snow Geese, Common Mergansers,

Robins at the old
drinking hole, photo
by Mike Denny

Walla Walla 2025 CBC Species List

Greater WF Goose - 1 « Cackling Geese — 89 «
Canada Geese - 2652 « Wood Duck - 9 « Northern
Shoveler - 6 « Gadwall - 4 « American Wigeon - 49
« Mallard - 792 « Green-winged Teal - 2 « Common
Goldeneye - 1 « Hooded Merganser - 5 « Common
Merganser - 53 « California Quail - 122 « Wild
Turkey - 176 « Ruffed Grouse - 1 « Ring-necked
Pheasant - 40 « Rock Pigeon - 239 « Eurasian
Collared-Dove - 157 « Mourning Dove - 92 « Anna’s
Hummingbird - 7 « Wilson’s Snipe - 1 « Great Blue
Heron - 5 « Turkey Vulture - 2 « Golden Eagle - 3

« Northern Harrier - 15 « Sharp-shinned Hawk - 9
« Cooper’s Hawk - 6 « Bald Eagle - 6 « Red-tailed
Hawk - 92 « Rough-legged Hawk - 4 « Barn Owl - 1
» Western-Screech Owl - 2 « Great Horned Owl - 8
« Northern Pygmy-Owl - 2 « Belted Kingfisher - 1 «
Downy Woodpecker — 33 « Hairy Woodpecker - 1 «
Northern Flicker — 199 « Pileated Woodpecker-2 «

Short-billed Gull, Glaucous-winged Gull, Lesser

Goldfinch and many others.

Come out and enjoy a chance to do some
winter birding. See you at 8 a.m. at Harper Joy

Theater parking lot. We will be back by 3:30 p.m.

Any questions, e-mail Mike Denny at

walla2.birder@outlook.com.

A Fox Sparrowstaking
the early spring bath
near Touchet,

photo by Mike Denny

American Kestrel - 66 Merlin - 1 « Say’s Phoebe

— CW « Northern Shrike - 6 « Steller’s Jay — 1 «
California Scrub-Jay - 11 « Black-billed Magpie -

167 « American Crow - 216 « Common Raven - 45

« Black-capped Chickadee - 255 « Horned Lark - 21

« Ruby-crowned Kinglet - 38 « Golden-crowned
Kinglet — 19 « Red-breasted Nuthatch - 30 « Pacific
Wren - 6 « Bewick’s Wren - 46 « American Dipper - 1
« European Starling — 3462 « Western Bluebird - 2

« Townsend’s Solitaire — 20 « Varied Thrush - 1 «
Hermit Thrush - 2 « American Robin - 1925 « Cedar
Waxwing - 364 « House Sparrow — 107 « House Finch
- 338 « Red Crossbill - 11 « Pine Siskin - 11 « Lesser
Goldfinch - 110 « American Goldfinch - 170 « Dark-
eyed Junco - 2056 « White-crowned Sparrow - 101

« White-throated Sparrow - 4 « Song Sparrow — 135

« Spotted Towhee - 8 « Western Meadowlark - 2 «
Red-winged Blackbird - 1775 « Brewer’s Blackbird

-3 « Orange-crowned Warbler - 1 « Yellow-rumped
Warbler - 59 e
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Buy a hat and

identify yourself
y with us!

Blue Min Audubon

lue Mountain Audubon

appreciates and believes
in preserving our natural
environments.

I I ats are $20. We accept check or cash. You can
order your hat two ways:

I. Send your order to BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.

com and pay when you receive your hat.

2. Send your order with payment and contact info to:

Blue Mountain Audubon, Attention: Kay Barga, hat order
P.O. Box 110 « Walla Walla, Wa. 99362

3. You can receive your hat in several ways: Pick it up
at the monthly general meeting; on the Tuesday bird
walk at Bennington; hand-delivered to your doorstep,
or mailed.

Buy a hat! Show you appreciate, enjoy & want to
preserve birds and wildlife their natural environments.

Bird Sightings, Nov. & Dec.
Walla Walla and Benton Counties
Liam Hickey

A-rliqerican Goshawk, Blue jay, Long-tailed Duck,
acific Loon, Red-necked Grebe, American Avocet,
Black Scoter, Barn Swallow, Greater Yellowlegs,

Harris Sparrow, Purple finch, Rusty Blackbird,
Trumpeter Swan,
Slaty-backed Gull,
Surf Scoter, Snow
Bunting, Western
Gull, Lesser black-
backed Gull, Merlin,
Ross’s Goose, Red-
naped Sapsucker,
Say’s Phoebe,
Black-eyed Junco, Mallard, Great Gray Owl,

Short- eared Owl, Black Phoebe, Purple Finch,
Northern Flicker, House Sparrow, Great Blue Heron,
American Robin.

Please continue to send your sightings to:

liamhickeyl3@gmail.com

Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook.

I 0111 Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

City: State:

Zip Code:

Phone: Email:

January 2026

Page 6




