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Feathered Forest Aloft with Birds in Ancient Trees
Presented by Author Marina Richie
WEDNESDAY, September 16th « 7:00 pm.
Olin Auditorium, Room 138, Whitman campus

https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map

BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
http://www.blumtn.org

P.0. Box 1106,

Walla Walla, WA 99362

In Feathered Forest,

an award-winning
nature writer entwines
the lives of birds with a
hidden vertical world of
wild trees. Beginning with
an ascent of a 200-foot-
tall Douglas-fir with a bird biologist, author Marina
Richie leads us from her home in Central
Oregon into the ancient forests of Cascadia,

a bioregion which rivals the Amazonian
rainforest in significance for climate and
biodiversity. Birds are guides to intricate

and imperiled communities thriving at

every level, from understory to midstory to
overstory. They steer us to cool havens within
multilayered, centuries-old groves that are
critical refugia in a time of climate crisis. Their
songs and flights show us what we must protect
for the future of threatened birds, forests, and
humankind. A narrative of perception change,
memoir, and kinship, Feathered Forest is a
soaring ode to birds and wild trees.

arina Richie's writing career began in the early
1980s as a reporter for a weekly newspaper
in northeastern Oregon. That led to a journalism

master’s degree in 1988 from the University of
Montana, a complement to her undergraduate degree
in biology from the University of Oregon in 1981.

Halcyon Journey was her first book for adults,
and it earned the 2024 John Burroughs Medal, a
National Outdoor Book Award (gold) and a Foreword
Indies Award (silver). She has written two children’s
books (under a prior name), Bird Feats
of Montana and Bug Feats of Montana.
The latter was selected as the one
Montana book to represent the state at
the National Book Fair in Washington,
D.C. in 2009. She has worked as a
journalist, writer of interpretive
signs, wildlife viewing coordinator,
and communications director for
national wildlife initiatives—Teaming
With Wildlife and the Sage Grouse
Initiative (2011-2015). She's written
for the National Wildlife Federation,
National Audubon Society,

Appalachian Trail Conservancy, American Birding
Association, National Wildlife Refuges, and Oregon
Wild. She gives environmental presentations, teaches

nature writing workshops, and serves on the board of

the Greater Hells Canyon Council.

The author will be available to sign books at Book & Game, located
at Ist and Main Sts., on Thursday, Sept. 17th, from 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Author photo courtesy Marina Richie
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The monthly Member Spotlight is on hiatus.

Wendy Foster passed this summer after her long fight with
a debilitating illness. She was a wonderful, kind and generous
person. She and her husband Rick were very supportive of
BMAS.

Wendy was the editor of The Magpiper for over

six years. She produced a fine publication that everyone
who read it greatly enjoyed. She will be missed here at BMAS.
She was a friend and a peaceful soul.

It is with a heavy heart that I learned of a dear old friend
passing. Dr. Joseph Corvino died on August 4th. He
and his late wife were both staunch BMAS members for
many years. Joe was a gifted music man and a keen observer
of human nature. He was educated at Duke University.

I am so sorry to hear of this loss to our community of
conservationists.

David Johnson was a master field biologist who was
renowned for his great care of owls. He studied and
protected several species of owls over his lifetime.

In this area, he set up,
acquired protection for and
educated many folks about
the largest population of
Western Burrowing Owls in
the Pacific Northwest, at well
over one hundred birds. He monitored this

population by banding the chicks and protecting the lands
they depended on to hunt and nest in.

avid fell victim to cancer and passed away in June,

I met him several times. He once gave a Burrowing
owl program to BMAS members and guests. He will be
sorely missed.
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Annual Birding Walk
& Potluck at the

Whitman Mission
By Sue Parrish

Loy

By v

OiN us on September 6th for our annual birding
walk at the mission followed by a potluck social.

e will follow the mowed trail out to the Walla

Walla River and then back to the Doan Creek
and beaver pond area. If you're feeling ambitious,
climb the paved trail up to the monument for a
beautiful view of the valley and the Blues. Afterwards,
reconnect with your birding friends to share a potluck
brunch and tales of summer birding. The trails are flat
and safe so its a family friendly trip.
We'll meet at the Mission parking lot at 8:00 am on
Sunday, September 6th. Mark your calendar and
I hope to see you all there.

Bird Sites By Sue Weiler

recent study of scrub jays studied whether—and
how much—mate loyalty benefits these birds.

https://www.earth.com/animals/birds-

that-stay-with-the-same-mate-raise-more-

offspring/

Continue to send your online finds to :
<sueweiler1224@gmail.com>

Two videos of Interest
to Birders By Ben Vernasco

#1: PBS special on the alarming decline of bird
populations and why we should care.

any of us are aware of the alarming decline of

bird populations across the globe. However,
understanding the extent and communicating the
complexities of bird declines, particularly to non-
bird enthusiasts, is less than straightforward. Dr.
Pete Marra is a Professor and the Director of the
Earth Commons Institute for the Environment and
Sustainability at Georgetown University. In this
video, he explains the state of bird populations, the
importance of bird conservation, and reasons for
optimism that we can reverse global bird declines.
Give it a watch and spread the word!

https:/ /www.youtube.com/
watch?v=04 GimDeiMw

#2: YouTube video
on spring and early
summer wildfires in
| Walla Walla County

- HOLLEBEKE HABITAT BURN:

ultiple fires altered native bird habitat in Walla

Walla County this year. In this video, Daniel
Biggs and Mike Denny documented the aftermath of
the wildfire at the Hollebeke Habitat Management
Unit along the Snake River in northern WW County.
Once home to more than 100 species of birds, along
with numerous reptiles, mammals, and native plant
communities, the 200-plus-acre habitat was severely
impacted by the wildfire. The film explores both the
immediate ecological consequences and also the long-
term challenges facing this landscape, particularly the
threat of invasive weeds replacing native vegetation.
Many other videos by Dan and Mike are available on
the YouTubechannel, including a 17-episode series on
the Deserts of the Pacific Northwest.

Link to video: https:[[youtu.bez
LIDE1IBMH9bS8
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Musings
Pecking Order

Story & Photos by Chris Howard

We have been fortunate to spend a few
weeks this summer at our family cabin

in the Colorado Rockies at 8,000 ft. One of
the first things we do is set out a suet feeder
across from the sliding glass doors for easy
viewing and also 3 hummingbird feeders

which offer easy access for the numerous
Broadtailed and Rufous Hummingbirds that zip
and zoom between the feeders all day.

have found it interesting to observe how

a pecking order develops between patrons
of the suet feeder. The number one suet
consumer is the gray, black and white Clark's
Nutcracker. When this big guy swoops onto
the feeder all the other bird customers part
company. It is capable of gobbling down big
chunks of suet in no time at all. The next to
visit are the Black-billed Magpies that arrive
in a family flock. They will devour massive
amounts of suet until they are reminded by
one of us providers, that other birds are
waiting in line. The Hairy Woodpeckers and
Steller's Jays swoop in frequently. They
often bringing their of fspring with whom
they feed chunks of suet bill-to-bill. Then the
neighborhood Northern Flickers show up with
their young ones. Once we had a Williamson
Sapsucker. The Flickers will sometimes share
the feeder with the smaller White-breasted
and Pygmy Nuthatches. It's not hard to
hear the approach of the squeaky Pygmy
NuThaches that Travel around in small flocks.

o [ oo A less frequent

but common visitor
is the colorful
Western Tanager.
This bird pecks
a few bites then
| makes space for
others. Early in

: ﬁ“
Sy wni‘“‘

the season we had my favorite local bird,
the Green-tailed Towhee. The Towhees have
nesting spots in the low brush just up the hill.

he hummingbirds have their own pecking

order and are constantly in aerial combat
over who gets the drinking spots on the
feeder even though there are plenty of holes
from which to drink. The Rufous Hummer
rules the roost and keeps so busy chasing
other birds of f it hardly takes time to feed
itself. The most fun comes when we utilize the
small hand-held feeder and get to feel the
breeze of the hummingbird wings of those
which are brave enough to feed right in front
of our faces.

hortly after we

arrived at the cabin,
I happened to spot a
well-hidden Broadtailed
Hummingbird nest with two
tiny eggs. It was fun
to periodically take
a quick check on the
nest and see the baby
hummers growing up
in their tiny nest. We
are indeed blessed
to be able to share

this mountain
hideaway
with so many
of nature's
inhabitants.

fter 6

weeks in
the Rocky Mountains, we have made our way
back to Walla Walla and the Blue Mountains.
We love the forests and wildlife here and look
forward to seeing what birds are still around
despite the heat and lingering smoke from
the local fires. As they say, there is no place
like homel!
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Congratulations are
in order for BMAS

member Gabriel Watson.
His dramatic photograph
of two Great Horned
Owls recently won first
place in the Journal of
Wildlife Photography
spring 2026 “Bird
Behavior” photography contest. Watson won a
NIKKOR Z 600mm {/4 TC VR lens, valued at $16,000,
for his photograph titled “Killer of Killers.”

Watson’s
photograph was
chosen from amongst
a cap of 500 entrants.
The Journal of
Wildlife Photography,
a quarterly digital
publication, has an
international online
community.

His parents and
grandparents
encouraged Watson
to enter the contest
despite what he felt
was a somewhat steep
$98 entry fee. He said
they believed his Great Horned Owls photo perfectly
fit the contest’s “Bird Behavior” theme. “The photo
had to be ethically taken, with no major modifications
to the original file (no AI), besides the usual cropping
and lighting adjustments,” Watson stated. “It also

had to show some sort of behavior, such as feeding,
breeding, or interactions with the environment.”

Seeing what unfolded when he originally
photographed “Killer of Killers” stunned Watson.
“How often does one witness an owl killing another

Hoot's a Winner!

Story by Michelle Dressler « Photos courtesy of Gabriel Watson

owl of the same species?” he said. “I had heard of it
happening, but never imagined I would see it in real
life, let alone capture it on camera.” But he did just
that on January 16 of this year.

atson, who lives in College Place, describes the

moments with awe. “I was getting ready for
school when I noticed the two Great Horned Owls.
One was across the street, and one in the tree above
our house. I went inside to grab my camera, and when
I came back out, the owl in the tree had attacked and
was killing the other. Recognizing the significance
of what was unfolding, I chose to keep my distance
rather than interfere, and
began shooting photos.
This frame caught the
victim’s eyes still wide
open in its final moments.
This was not a predation
event but a territorial
dispute, and one that
turned far more violent
than what is typically
observed between
members of the same
species. When it was over,
the victor took oft and
reclaimed his mate who
had been watching from
a nearby tree.”

As a 20-year-old college student, Watson uses his
passion for photography as a reason to get outside
and exercise, plus he says it gives him a way to handle
stress. “I have always loved nature and wildlife, and
photography has become my way of capturing and
showing the beauty of nature that is all around us that
so many people unfortunately miss,” he said. “I do it
for myself, but it also gives me opportunities to share
my work and help educate people about the different
species of wildlife that I find.” He enjoys doing this
through his Instagram page, watson_photographyl21.

Continued on Pg. 6
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Watson says his photography also “continuously
opens doors for me. Last year I went on the

BMAS field trip to the Umatilla Burrowing Owl
project with the hopes of taking a few photos. After
talking to the ecologist on site, I was able to go and
take photos there several times after that as well. Then
this last spring I applied for and received a fellowship
that allowed me to work out there all this summer
helping to monitor and track the population of
Burrowing Owls on site.”

Watson attended Walla Walla Community College
the last two years, and took courses including
chemistry, precalculus, English, and several biology
classes. “My most impactful class, however, was a
public speaking class,” he said. “It gave me skills that
allow me to better articulate my thoughts and ideas to

a group of people, while still keeping them engaged on
topics that they might not otherwise find interesting,
such as conservation and wildlife.” He will transfer

to the University of Idaho this fall, and plans to

study wildlife ecology and natural resources with an
emphasis in conservation biology.

and hear about it from Watson himself,

click: https://journalofwildlifephotography.
com/contest-winner/spring-2026-wildlife-
photography-contest-1st-place-winner/

o view the official winner’s announcement

from the Journal of Wildlife Photography,

click: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TikZ7HvZp78

’4 ! 1o see more about the winning photograph,

WW Native Plant Society
News for September 2026

wo native and water-wise plant
sales at one site!

You will find a unique a selection of local native
and water-wise plants for sale Saturday
September 19, 9am-noon at the Walla Walla
County Conservation District parking lot, 35
N. 13th St, Walla Walla. The local chapter of the
Washington Native Plant Society (WNPS) has chosen
many local shrubs and trees to anchor your garden
landscape as well as some easy to grow perennials.
Plants are sourced from eastern Washington nurseries
specializing in native plants.

second vendor, Plants for Pollinators run by Kate

Frey, will focus on flowering perennials grown
from seed, some collected locally. Native plants are
valuable in your garden for pollinators, water-wise,
low maintenance, beauty, and conservation of local
natural plant diversity. Bring your used 4" and tube
pots for delivery to nurseries.
For more information, email gardencbwnps@
gmail.com

Wildlife Gardening , Kate Frey, September 9,
6-7:30 pm at the Water and Environmental
Center, WW Community College, 640 Water
Center Drive. Registration free thru SLC https://
slcceep.wufoo.com/forms/garden-tuneup/

Transform your yard to a water-wise,
pollinator and bird friendly paradise.

F all is the best time for planting, garden renovation
and site preparation. This workshop is for existing
gardens and those currently in lawn and supports the
Washington Native Plant Society Plant Sale September
19th. From deciding on a water-saving, bird and
pollinator friendly concept and determining a step-
by-step process to prepare the site, build soil health
and install drip irrigation, this workshop provides

a practical path towards success in a variety of
situations. It will cover site analysis, design concepts,
hydrozoning, weed prevention, choosing a mulch,
plant choice and care- and show how to support
wildlife in your garden.

Mike Denny from Blue Mountain Audubon
will be talking about bird friendly gardens.
This workshop is sponsored by the Sustainable
Living Center.
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Sept- Tara J Graves

Whitman College,
1 7 Reid Center

Refugia

Steven Art
Gallery §

Reid Campus Center
280 Boyer Ave. Walla Walla 8

Photography by
Tara ] Graves
Thursday, September 17

4:30-6:30
Artist Talk 5:30

GREATER
HELLS
CANYON
COUNCIL

BMAS Installs
New Free Library
at Pioneer Park

E arlier this year, the
BMAS Board of
Directors began working
to replace the Free

Little Library cabinet in
Pioneer Park near the
Aviary which had seen
better days. The new cabinet was constructed by Josh
Anderson, a Boy Scout from Troop 305 who used

the project to fulfill his Eagle Scout project, and the
box was painted by longtime BMAS member Kathy
McConnell. Josh also arranged a book drive by the
members of his troop. Thank you, Josh and Kathy for
making this project a reality!

Whitman College’s Sheehan Gallery
to present trio of shows collectively
called Dreams of Water

he shows feature Elise Richman’s ‘HIGH

LONESOME: Sanctuaries for Imperiled
Snake River Salmon’, ‘Belly of a Glacier,’ multiple
installations by Ohan Breiding, and a community-
based group show called ‘We Are Water’

pening September 1st and running until

December 11th, 2026, a trio of exhibitions
featuring various poetic, environmental, and
humanist interpretations on Water will occupy the
Sheehan space.

lise Richman is an artist, environmentalist,

and teacher at University of Puget Sound, who
has collaborated with us to realize her largest show
to date with 31 originals paintings and drawings
submerged in a large-scale map and representing the
various salmon sanctuaries along confluence spaces;

Elise will give her Artist Talk on Friday, September
25th at 5:30pm in the Olin Auditorium with a
Reception in the Sheehan to follow.

han Breiding is a Swedish artist and educator

currently based in New York known for their
profound and poetic environmental meditations on
glaciers, animal life, environmental concerns, trans
rights, and the memory embedded in the nature
around us.

Ohan will give their Artist Talk on Friday, October
2nd at 5:30pm in Olin Auditorium with a Reception
in the Sheehan to follow.

For the ‘We Are Water’ community exhibition, we
invited local storyteller, Rebecca Hom, to tell six
water-based stories from myth to historical at our
Spring invitational, and from those stories, artists,
writers, and musicians have created work that we will
display within the Sheehan space.

Rebecca will offer another Storytelling Event on
Friday, October 23rd at 5:30pm in Olin Auditorium
with a Celebration in the Sheehan to follow.
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My birding trip to
Newfoundland
(JU|y 4th-15th) By Liam Hickey

This, in
many
ways, was

a trip of a
lifetime. I
have always
wanted to see
this part of
Canada. I did
get the chance to go to Nova Scotia last summer, but it
was during an off time for really good birding. Not so
in Newfoundland.

! l he timing was great to see
s

ome amazing birds. I am
including some photographs my
brother’s partner, Andrea, took of
the birds we saw. She is an amazing
photographer, naturalist, and tour
guide in Canada. She plotted out
the two-week trip using eBird
hotspot reports and contacting

was not ready for the intensity of the rookeries with

the Atlantic Puffins, Kittiwakes, Razorbills, and
Murres. Thousands upon thousands, with chicks in
many of the nests.
The Kittiwake
nests were tucked
into nooks on the
cliff faces, and the
Puffins’ tunnels
were engineering
wonders to me.
The skies above
the large rocky islands that held the
rookeries were not accessible from land; however,
one great rookery was perhaps 20 yards or less from
a viewpoint on the wildly rugged coastline. We did
take a Zodiac boat out to a couple of spots with so
many birds that they filled the air and the ground.
We birded several types of
terrain, which allowed us
to see such a wide variety of
birds: the rugged coastline,
beaches, stunted trees,
swamps and bogs, wide-open
fields, wooded hillsides, and
agricultural lands.

! !aving this plan of attack,

so to speak, really

a few folks she knows who were
familiar with the area.

at was interesting to me about Newfoundland is

that it is not really set up for tourists yet, at least
once you get outside of St. John’s. You have to plan
ahead, as many areas have only one or two places for
accommodation and one or two places to eat, which
also close by 7:00 p.m. Not surprisingly, the cod meals
were highlights. I believe every meal of cod we had,
and there were several, included fish that had been
caught earlier that same day. I am not sure I can get
myself to order fish and chips here, given I have tasted
the best. The countryside was just plain beautiful. I'm
not sure how one can truly describe it to do it justice.
The area is worth a visit even if the purpose does not
include looking at birds.

allowed us to see such a range
of birds and countryside. The geology of the area is
worth the time spent exploring. Fossils from more
than 400 million years ago and stones full of stories.
My oldest brother joined the trip, and he is a highly
skilled geologist, so he was able to tell us all about
what we were looking at or holding. That is the way to
experience an area, with skilled and observant folks
who love to share
their knowledge.

missed the trip

to see the Sea
Eagle, which has
been hanging
around the area
for the last couple
of years. Certainly, it would have been

Continued on Pg. 8
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few of the other birds we

found include: Yellow-bellied
Flycatchers, American Pipits, Great
Black-backed Gulls (not a favorite
of mine), Blackpoll Warblers, lots
of Savannah Sparrows, Yellow-

a lifer for me, but the risk of taking a
small boat out in rough seas convinced
me to stay on land. Of course, the sea
was calm, and my fellow birders got
amazing views of the eagle. This just
reminds me that to see those really rare

birds, perhaps one rumped Warblers,
needs to stretch a Fulmars, Thick-
little outside their billed Murres,
comfort zone Sooty and Manx

or safety zone Shearwaters, lots of

sometimes. Black Ducks, and
the ever-elusive

ne of my American Robin.

favorite I believe the species
spots was the St. count for the trip

Mary’s Ecological was around 140 or

R thereabouts. It is a
bit of a distance to go, but
so worth it. Many of the photos
included here were taken by Andrea
Kingsley, and I am indebted to her
skill and willingness to share her

Reserve. Andrea, who earns
a living taking out birding
trips and counting birds,
estimated that at this

spot there were rookeries
of Northern Gannets

numbering around 20,000, ' love of birding with me.

about 6,000 Black-legged

Kittiwakes, and 5,000 Murres. Near here, we got to ext summer, the plan is for Vancouver Island.
watch large groups of Northern Gannets dive straight Last summer was Nova Scotia, so there is
into the water from high above in large numbers. definitely a Canadian theme to these trips.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook.

] O1M Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone: Email:
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