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W hat does it 
sound like when 

dozens of flame-orange 
Andean Cocks-of-
the-Rock erupt into 
collective display in the 
mist-draped canopy of 
the Ecuadorian cloud 
forest? Christy and I 
found out last July, and 
suffice to say it’s the 
kind of moment that 
redefines what birding 
can be. Our journey 

began at Bellavista Cloud Forest Lodge, perched in the 
lush highlands northwest of Quito — a biodiversity 
hotspot where the birds seem to compete for your 
attention. Tanagers in impossible 
colors, hummingbirds hovering at 
arm's length, and a cast of cloud 
forest specialties made this opening 
act unforgettable. . . all this made 
for a rich experience before we ever 
even set foot in the Galápagos.

I f the cloud forest was a feast 
of abundance, the Galápagos 

Islands offered something rarer 
still: wildness without fear. It’s impossible to describe 
the wonder of crouching within a few feet of a nesting 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 • 7 p.m.   Olin Hall, Room 129, Whitman campus

Birds (and maybe a few other critters) of the 
Equadorian Cloud Forest and the Galapagos Islands

Presented by Jay Krutulis
Waved Albatross — one of the ocean’s most majestic 
wanderers — as it tends its hatchling with complete 
indifference to your presence. Or watching Blue-

footed and 
Red-footed 
Boobies go 
about their 
courtship 
rituals as if 
we simply 
weren’t 
there.  
Darwin’s 

finches, frigatebirds, and the archipelago’s storied 
mockingbird species rounded out a list that, combined 
with the cloud forest, reached at least 113 bird species 
across the trip.

O f course, the Galápagos 
wouldn’t be the Galápagos 

without its other inhabitants — 
giant tortoises, marine and land 
iguanas, and sea lions that share 
the same blissful indifference 
to human observers. I’ll report 
on our experiences in these two 
remarkable ecosystems at the May 
meeting, and I’m excited to share 

our experiences on one of the world’s great wildlife 
journeys. You won’t want to miss it!

https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map

https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map
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BMAS Member Spotlight:
This month’s Spotlight 
casts an eye on Ally Anderson
By Nancy Mitchell

T ell us about yourself—how long 
have you lived in Walla Walla & 

what prompted you to move here?

M y husband and I moved to 
Walla Walla in 2023. Before that, we visited Walla 

Walla on a trip, and we fell in love with how historical and 
beautiful this town is. We both work remotely, so we can 
live anywhere. We decided that Walla Walla is the perfect 
place for us!

How did you learn about BMAS and what motivated 
you to become a member?

Last year, I went to the Birding for Beginners walk along 
Mill Creek. It was really exciting to see the herons 

in their nests, and all of the BMAS members were so 
welcoming. I became a member because I had such a good 
time. I’ve really enjoyed going on field trips and meeting so 
many nice people.

Do you have a favorite place to go birding—in Walla 
Walla or elsewhere?

M y favorite natural area that I’ve visited is called 
Growiser in Summerville, Oregon. It’s a native plant 

conservation area, and it’s gorgeous. I love native plants, 
so I spent most of my time looking down at the plants, 
getting inspiration for my garden. Hopefully next time I 
visit, I’ll be able to look up into the trees and identify some 
interesting birds too.

Tell us about your work with graphic design.

I have an online business where I teach people how to use a graphic design software called Affinity. I record videos 
explaining how to edit photos, design logos, and make e

Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting: 
May 14, 2026, 7:00 pm

April Membership Meeting:
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page layouts. I turn those videos into courses that 
people can follow along with.

You mentioned you are a quilter, tell us about 
your most recent project.

I ’ve spent the last few months working on a quilt 
that was inspired by the hills of Walla Walla. I 

wanted some artwork for the wall above my bed, 
and this is the perfect size. I quilted most of it by 
hand, and I’m really proud of how it turned out.

Beginning Birding Event 
A Success!

O rganized by Bruce and Kay Barga, the 
Beginning Birders field trip on March 28 drew 

43 participants including volunteers. One couple 
from Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, saw the notice about the 
event posted in the window of a downtown store and 
decided to join in.  

The Great-Horned Owls nesting in the bank were 
not cooperative but many other birds showed their 

colors including: 
Hooded 
Merganser, 
Common 
Merganser, 
Green-winged 
Teal, Northern 
Shoveler, 
Mallard, 
American 

Wigeon, Lesser Goldfinch, Bewick’s Wren, 
Townsend’s Solitaire, Anna’s Hummingbird, Downy 
Wood-pecker, Red-tailed Hawk.

Join Us for the WWBWC 
Open House!
 
Wednesday, May 20 | 4:00–7:00 PM
810 S. Main St., Milton-Freewater, OR

A ll are welcome to join the Walla Walla Basin 
Watershed Council for an evening of learning, 

connection, and community.
Come learn about our current and future restoration 
projects, monitoring program, education efforts, 

and watershed-wide initiatives, and enjoy:
        Live groundwater model demonstrations
	 Tree raffle
		  Door prizes
	     Kid activities, and more .. .

W hether you’re curious about local streams, fish 
habitat, groundwater, education programs, 

or restoration work, there will be something for 
everyone.

We hope to see you there!
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Walla Walla is a wonderful place in the 
Spring. New life is everywhere! Colorful 

trees and flowers surround our house. Just 
two days ago Janaki and I were taking an 
evening walk around the neighborhood when 
I spotted a little Screech Owl darting into 
a hole in a huge ancient Maple tree. In a 
few seconds, it flew back out and landed on 
the power line just over our heads. Within 
a minute, it dove down to the pavement and 
picked up a bug and dashed back to the hole 
to feed its young. Very nice entertainment 
just a block from the house! 

Further away at Bennington Lake, the Great 
Horned Owl babies are finally showing 

themselves at the hole in the cliff at the 
parking 
lot. I 
watched 
as the 
male owl 
brought in 
parts of 
a rabbit 
which the 
owlets 
were 

very happy to quickly 
devour. This same hole 
has been utilized by 
the Great Horneds 
for quite a few years. 
A Barn Owl tried to 
set up its home in a 
hole down the cliff but 
decided its not a good 
choice to nest just 

Musings
New Season ✺ New Life
Story by Chris Howard

Photo courtesy of C
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Tri-College Work Party in 
the Rempel Natural Area

Spring time brings a surge of volunteer effort by 
three colleges in our community. Students at 

Whitman College, Walla Walla Universtiy and Walla 
Walla Community College sign up to do service 
at many different community locations. This year, 
Blue Mountain Audubon was fortunate to enlist 8 
students to spend 3 hours spreading bark on the 
trails of the Arthur G. Rempel Natural Area. They 
noticed a big difference between shoveling wood chips 
into wheelbarrows and working on papers in the 
classroom. That didn’t stop them from working hard, 
non-stop with a good cheerful attitude. We offer our 
gratitude for their contributions.

next door to Great Horned Owls. The Barn 
Owl could have been the next meal!

Speaking of the dangers 
of being eaten for 

dinner… while hiking on 
the North Fork Umatilla 
trail I was checking out 
a small flowery shrub 
when I noticed a butterfly 
under a leaf. I wondered 
why it wasn’t moving until 
upon closer examination I 
saw that it was firmly in 
the grip of a beautiful but 
voracious spider. Am I sad 
for the butterfly or glad for the spider? Both!
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1000 houses! Okay, that is a guesstimate, but, still, 
we’ve been doing this for 30 plus years. And we’ve 

easily put up, on average, 30 houses per year. Do the 
math. Heck, there have been several one-day trips, 
particularly when we were getting started and had 
lots of virgin territory in which to plant houses, when 
we put up 30 or more houses. So, 1000 is a defensible 
number. And if you doubt me, we’ve got lots and lots 
of bluebirds to prove it.

I don’t remember how or why my dad and I got 
started, but started we did. He built hundreds of 

houses. A real mass-production process. Piles of side 
pieces, tops, bottoms, fronts, with appropriately-sized 
holes drilled, and a large roll of wire to attach the 
houses to metal fence posts. All the pieces stacked and 
ready for a flat-out assembly marathon. 

It took us a few years, and some aggressive house-
hunting wrens, to learn proper 
house locations (away from 
brushy areas that wrens like), 
but once we did, there were 
acres and acres and acres of 
prime bluebird habitat crying 
for houses: Jasper Mountain, 
Lewis Peak, Whiskey Creek, 
Patit Creek, SR 128 out of Pomeroy, Sweeney Gulch, 
and, top of the list, Anatone. Bickleton may fashion 
itself as the bluebird capitol of Washington, and 
maybe it is, but Anatone is a very close, breathing-
down-its-neck, second.

My dad, who built, by my calculations, about 
800 houses, has passed to that great bluebird 

house in the sky. His replacement is George Jameson, 
a former president of BMAS, who has built, by his 
best estimate, about 200 more. With apologies to my 
dad, George builds a better house, in part because he 
uses better lumber, not the scrounged stuff that my 
dad favored. Better, that is, if price is any indication. 

I know that 
George’s houses 
cost more to 
build, cuz I pay 
for the lumber. 

O ver the years 
I’ve opened 

hundreds of 
boxes to check 
on what was 
going on inside. 
Yes, some empty 

boxes, but lots with nests, lots with eggs, lots with 
babies, and even some with moms holding tight on the 
nest, protecting eggs or babies. I’ve found wren nests, 
swallow nests, a chickadee nest, bees, wasps, mice, a 
chipmunk, and, most unusual of all, two foil-wrapped 
condoms. Proving, I guess, that bluebirds, at least one 
amorous couple, practiced safe-sex.

Houses that don’t get shot full of holes (and some 
do), or rubbed off the post by a cow with an itchy 

back in need of a scratch, or stolen, last 
for years. Thanks to George, we have 
recently started putting the year of 
installation on each new house; but for 
most of the time we did not number or 
date the houses or keep any journal of 
when they were put up or where. But 
some pretty weather-beaten houses are 
probably closing in on ten years or so. 
If we don’t clean them of old nests and 
other accumulated detritus every year, 

layered nest material, some five or more layers deep, 
proves that houses last a long time and are used year 
after year after year.

It has been a long but rewarding project (if seeing lots more bluebirds now than when we started 30 
plus years ago is a reward—and I think it is). We’ve 
explored some excellent bluebird habitat in the upper 
slopes of the Blues. Beautiful country with deer, 
elk, coyotes, snakes, very few people, and many, 
many species of birds, including, quite recently, a 
very accommodating golden eagle feeding on a deer 
carcass on the side of the road. George took some 

Continued on Pg. 6

True Bluebird 
Confessions
Story by Tom Scribner, photos by George Jameson
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Bird Sites 
By Sue Weiler

Send your online finds:  
 <sueweiler1224@gmail.com>

Jayson Leem ‘26, 
Whitman College: Recipient 
of the 2026 Arthur G. Rempel 
Scholarship from BMAS

M y path to marine 
biology began with 

an interest in environmental 
studies, but a pivotal shift 
came during my sophomore 
year at Whitman when I 
took a marine environmental 
history course under 

Professor Jakobina Arch: a class that reframed how 
I understood the ocean and my place in studying it. 
That fall, I chose a marine-focused field study abroad 
program in the Turks and Caicos through SFS over 
a terrestrial alternative, and it was there, during the 
spring of 2025, immersed in living reef and coastal 
systems, that I re-declared into Whitman&UW 3+2 
combined biology and oceanography program.

Rather than graduating this spring, I will spend 
an additional year completing the oceanography 

component through the University of Washington–a 
path I chose because I want the depth of training 
that serious marine science requires. This summer, I 
will be participating in a marine research program as 
the next step in that training, and I look forward to 
seeing where the work leads. I am grateful to the Blue 
Mountain Audubon Society for the Arthur G. Rempel 
Scholarship and the community it represents--people 
who believe, as I do, that time in the field alongside 
living ecosystems is not supplementary to science but 
central to it.

Does Noise Pollution 
Affect Bird Reproduction?

R esearchers from the University of 
Michigan reveal the impact of noise 

on birds:
https://news.umich.edu/noise-pollution-is-affecting-
birds-reproduction-stress-levels-and-more-the-good-
news-is-we-can-fix-it/

T his issue’s web link has turned me into a huge fan of bird cams! 
But even better, you can find Great Horned Owls and their hatchlings 

and fledglings in person around the Bennington Lake parking lot. Eggs are 
generally laid in bluff cavities in January, hatch in march and fledge into 
trees on other side of parking lot in May.

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/owlets-hatch-at-the-wildflower-center-great-horned-owl-nest/

very nice photos. Spring trips, particularly to Sweeney 
Gulch, are alive with rainbows of wild flower colors 
and, of course, bluebirds returning home to find a 
house, build a nest, get-it-on, and, hopefully, raise 
another generation of Mountain or Western bluebirds. 

It doesn’t get any better than that.

Photo courtesy of Jason Leem	 Environment!  
	       Community!
	             Well-being!

W ould you like to be a part of a team that has 
a positive impact on your environment, your 

community and your well-being? Join the Blue 
Mountain Audubon Litter Pickup Team!  Help us pick 
up litter over a one-mile area.	Every pair of hands are 
needed!  We would love to have you!!
	 When:	 May 9, 9 :00 AM
	 Where:	 Highway 12 & Spalding Road
	 What to bring:  Water, hat and comfortable 
	 shoes for walking on the shoulder of the road	
Contact Person: Kay Barga bargabk@icloud.com

mailto:%3Csueweiler1224%40gmail.com%3E?subject=
https://news.umich.edu/noise-pollution-is-affecting-birds-reproduction-stress-levels-and-more-the-good-news-is-we-can-fix-it/ 
https://news.umich.edu/noise-pollution-is-affecting-birds-reproduction-stress-levels-and-more-the-good-news-is-we-can-fix-it/ 
https://news.umich.edu/noise-pollution-is-affecting-birds-reproduction-stress-levels-and-more-the-good-news-is-we-can-fix-it/ 
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Meet Kelsey Griffin, 
Walla Walla University's recipient 
of a BMAS Scholarship

M y name is Kelsey 
Griffin, and I 

plan to be a professional 
tree hugger. I grew up 
exploring the forests 
and mountains of the 
Cascades, marveling at 
purple Lupine waving 
beside mossy patches 
and tall trees with tiny 
pinecones. My love for 

the outdoors and curiosity about its wild organisms 
led me to study Biology at Walla Walla University 
and has inspired me to become a plant ecologist and 
conservation scientist. 

Studying biology has endless things to be excited 
about, but I have a particular interest in anything 

that can get me out in the field. Whether that is 
walking along the beach collecting algae to press or 
packing a net full of leaves and placing it in a stream 
to later study the invertebrates that made it their 
home. Being out in the field allows me to learn and 
interact with nature while being surrounded by it 
(which allows me ample time to enjoy the beauty 
around me). I enjoyed my General Ecology labs that 
took us out and about in nature so much that I am 
the Teacher’s Assistant for the class this Spring—now 
I can lead my fellow biology lovers through collecting 
dirt samples and measuring plant diversity. 

Outside of my classes, I had an incredible time as 
a research assistant at Walla Walla’s marine lab 

this past summer. I was able to experience each stage 
of research—formulating the question, designing 
the experiment, conducting the field and lab work, 
analyzing the results, and even presenting at my first 
ever scientific conference! My team looked at whether 
a type of harmful algae had a detrimental effect on 
a seagrass’s ability to inhibit harmful bacteria—a 
whole lot of ecological interactions. I enjoyed freezing 
my hands off in the muck and mire of the Skagit Sea 
collecting the seagrass to be transplanted and taking 

tide pool breaks to go look at sea cucumbers and my 
favorite algae (Halosaccion glandiforme and Prionitis 
sternbergii). Once we gave the seagrass a new home 
in our lab, we introduced the harmful algae that we 
had carefully cultured. After a couple weeks letting 
them stew together, we took out the seagrass and 
determined whether its ability to inhibit bacteria had 
been affected. As it happens, the harmful algae had no 
significant detrimental effect on the seagrass—yay for 
the seagrass! 

As much as I love harmful algae and even beautiful 
regular algae, my passion is for plants. How can 

I not be excited about a baby leaf on a bush or the 
beautiful wildflowers that call the mountain ridges 
their homes? For this reason, I hope to go on to 
graduate school to get my Master’s degree in Botany 
(and I would be inclined to get a PhD too).  Once 
graduate school has provided additional education 
and research experience, I hope to make use of my 
curiosity for the leafy world and become a biologist 
for the National Forest or National Parks. I want to 
research high alpine tree ecology and contribute to 
scientific knowledge and stewardship of nature. I want 
to help protect plants—from the lowliest of lichens to 
the grand Sequoia trees—so that future generations 
can marvel and learn from nature too. 

Bird Sightings, March/April 
From Walla Walla & Benton Counties
Liam Hickey

Cinnamon Teal, Northern Parula, Mallard, Canada 
Goose, Lesser Goldfinch, Red-tailed Hawk, Crow, House 
Finch, Northern Flicker, American Wigeon, Northern 
Rough-winged Swallow, Iceland Gull, Trumpeter Swan, 
Blue-winged Teal, Barn Swallow, Swainson’s Hawk, 
Cassin’s Finch, Bank Swallow, Brewers Sparrow, Lark 
Sparrow, Anna’s Hummingbird, Goshawk, Sagebrush 
Sparrow, Nashville Warbler, Green-winged Teal, 
Northern Flicker, American Wigeon, Great Blue Heron, 
Northern Harrier, American Goldfinch, House Finch, 
Calliope Hummingbird, Iceland Gull, Lesser Yellowlegs, 
Western Kingbird, Cassin’s Vireo, Clay-colored Sparrow, 
Marsh Wren, Cackling Goose, Gadwell x Green-winged 
Teal Hybrid, Red-breasted Merganser.
 
Send your sightings to: liamhickey13@gmail.com
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Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of 
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife 
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through 
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife 
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972. 
BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook. 

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25 
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

City:						      State:              Zip Code:

Phone:					    Email:

Sunday, May 3rd • 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
at the Arthur G. Rempel Natural Area 
at Fort Walla Walla  

Sunday, May 3rd, please join Chris and Janaki 
Howard for an easy 1½ mile walk on barked 

trails. We will meet at the Arthur G. Rempel Natural 
Area parking lot at Fort Walla Walla, across the road 
from the museum.

During the walk, we'll look for 
spring migrants; hummingbirds, 

Lazuli Buntings, Yellow 
Warblers, Bullock’s 
Orioles, and Yellow-
breasted Chats. We will 
also visit the restoration 
area to see the native trees 
and shrubs planted by 
BMAS volunteers following 
the fire in the Natural Area last year. With luck, we 
may also spot some of the local wildlife, including 
deer, rabbits, & foxes that inhabit this 90-acre wood.

May Field Trip: 
Spring at the Rempel 
Natural Area

Please Help Us, Help You!

The BMAS board wants to hear from 
you so that we can better understand 

membership participation and interests. 
Take this quick (less than 5-min.)  
survey to help us serve you better. 
You can access the survey using the 
following link: bit.ly/3NdM07E

Thank you for your time!

George Jameson 
spotted this Bald 

Eagle while on a stroll 
and shared his photo 
with us.

According to 
Wikipedia, “The 

Bald Eagle is an 
opportunistic feeder…”
We wonder if the birds 

living in this birdhouse know that! Ph
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