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Bird-window Collisions in Eastern Washington:
Patterns of Mortality, Risk Factors, and Scavenging Behavior
Thursday, March 19, 2026 * 7 p.m.

Olin Hall, Room 129, Whitman College campus ¢ https:/www.whitman.edu/campus-map

Presented by Lori Nelson

e see windows. Birds see trees and sky. I have

been studying bird-window collisions on
the WSU Tri-Cities campus since March 2020. In
this talk, I will summarize my results so far, how
they compare to studies
from other parts of the
country, and how students
have contributed to this
work through carcass
surveys, studies of carcass
removal by scavengers,
measurements of artificial
light at night from campus
buildings, and strategies to
reduce collision risk.

Lori is a life-long learner

and associate professor
of biology at Washington
State University Tri-Cities.
This study of bird-window
collisions reflects her
twin goals of encouraging
nature-friendly
communities and providing
undergraduate students
with authentic research
opportunities.
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Monthly Calendar

Board Meeting:
March 12, 2026, 7:00 pm

January Membership Meeting:
March 19, 2026, 7:00 pm

Board executives:
President: Bruce Barga

Vice President: Ben Vernasco
Secretary: Michelle Dressler
Treasurer: Justin Rodegerdts

Board members:
Membership chair: Vanessa Prendiville

Education chair: Phil Kahler &
Sue Parrish, co-chairs

Past President: Tim Parker

Natural Area chair: Tom Land
Conservation chair: Glen Mendel
Program chair: Nancy Mitchell

Field Trips chair: Sue Parrish

At large: Kay Barga, Rebecca Heisman,
Kathy/Janaki Howard, Matt Banderas
Jeanne McMenemy

Website:

http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
liamhickeyl3@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:

Email:
BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com

Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

BMAS Member Spotlight:
This month’s Member Spotlight falls on:

Lynn Glesne

Tell us a little about yourself
and what piqued your
| interest in birds.

have a little notebook where I

recorded birds with date, place
and time when I was ages 7-9.
My neighborhood had a varied
habitat and I saw most of them
there but my parents, who were
not outdoor people, took me to places like Credit Island on the
Mississippi to see Bald Eagles which were rare back then.
I had a little Golden Book but never had binoculars nor met a
birder. In the middle of my life, I mainly observed birds
coming to my feeder.

How did you hear about Blue Mountain Audubon
Society and what motivated you to join?

In 2010, I started going to more places in Minnesota which
has a rich varied habitat, with other birders. In Jan 2011,

I took my first trip to Costa Rica with Minnesotans and fell

in love with tropical birds and have done at least 30 inter-
national trips since. We started an Audubon chapter in
Alexandria, Minnesota, and when I started spending 5 months
in Walla Walla, I looked up Blue Mountain Audubon Society,
which is much more robust.

ou spend a significant part of the year in
Minnesota, please tell us about a few of your
favorite places to watch birds there.

've seen some great birds at my

home on Lake Miltona and often
go to parks about 3 miles away,
Lake Carlos State Park and Spruce
Hill County Park. Through many
trips in Minnesota, I have seen 310
species there.

Bald Eagle, Lynx Lake, Minnesota
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New Sign for iNaturalist
By Phil Kahler

lue Mountain Audubon Society recently received

a beautiful A-frame sign we will use at events to
invite participants to download iNaturalist, a free app
that connects people and nature. With iNaturalist you
can easily identify the species around you, anywhere
in the world. The photos you take and share also
help protect nature! Each time you use the app while
visiting Arthur G. Rempel Natural Area at Fort Walla
Walla will help us document the area’s biodiversity.
Our new sign was provided through funding in
partnership with Seeding Action and iNaturalist.

https://www.inaturalist.org/

How does % iNaturalist work?
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Discover Nature Around Yo!

With the iNaturalist app, you can easily identify the species
around you, anywhere in the world. The photos you take
| \'_ and share also help protect nature! :
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BMAS
Offers Free

Memberships
to Students

tudents of all ages are eligible for a complimentary

membership to Blue Mountain Audubon Society.
Members of BMAS receive The Magpiper, published
from September through May, via email.

ach issue of The Magpiper includes announce-

ments about upcoming meetings, field trips,
special events and other important information about
what we do as well as issues facing our natural world.

tudents can sign up by emailing,

bluemtnaudubon@gmail.com . Be sure

to put “Free Student Membership” in the subject

line and include the name of the student and their/
your email address in your response. Please share

this information with students you know. Contact
information will only be used by BMAS and we
promise we won't bombard you with unwanted emails.

SAVETHE _ o
DATE! /4=

Othello Sandhill Crane Festival
March 20-22, 2026

Othello Church of the Nazarene
835 South 10th Avenue « Othello WA 99344

Registration opens Sunday, February 1st, 9 a.m.

See: https://www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org/
www.facebook.com/othello-Sandhill-Crane-

festival
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Musings
The Early Birds

Story & Photos, Chris Howard

t was early February and
from the temperature you
would think it was April or May.
In other years, a weekend in

February would find me on

trail uphill listening and looking for signs of
wildlife. Shortly, I heard and then saw a very
beautiful Horned Lark. We walked up the trail
to a viewpoint where we sat for a well-
earned rest.

Down below, toward the wide
Columbia was a wonderful view
of the Twin Sisters, a pair of basalt

x-country skis at Horseshoe

hile watching the river

Prairie Nordic ski area up in the
mountains outside of town. This
year there was only a foot or so of
icy snow which I tried skiing the
week before.

o, my wife, Kathy and I elected

to go for a hike at another
great nature hiking spot- Wallula
Gap trails. Instead of snow there was the
dry sage steppe landscape with rocky cliffs,
left over from the Missoula floods

flow by, I heard the liquid
s melody of my favorite song
#21 bird, the Western Meadowlark.
| Meadowlarks amaze me by
the way they can throw their
B voices. They sound so loud that
you search all the bushes and
rocks where the sound seems
to be coming from but finally find
them - a small dot on top of a rock hundreds
of yards away. Laying

many centuries ago. We drove past
the turn-off to Tri-Cities, following
the road hugging the mighty Columbia
around the corner a short distance to
a parking lot on the left with several
interpretive signs. We put on our
jackets, grabbed our hiking poles,

and headed out on a trail through the
rabbit brush that wound its way up a
steep passage between basalt cliffs o |
a wide-open grassy meadow. A resident [
marmot whistled then darted into its |
hiding place in a jumble of rocks. We
walked along the trail pausing to climb
a non-barbed wire fence and continued
walking deeper into this open rocky landscape.

Looking up over the rolling rocky hills, we
spotted the lone Juniper tree way up on

a distant ridge. This tree is a goal for many
people o test their stamina and be rewarded
by the opportunity fo ring the gong that
hangs from a low limb. We continued our

back, I looked up and saw
a magnificent V shape of
one hundred shimmering
white Snow Geese
making their way along
the Columbia River high
overhead.

fter eating a

satisfying lunch, we
picked up our packs and
began our trek back to
| the car due to other
afternoon commitments.
Kathy stopped to check
out some early spring flowers...a colorful
indication of how mild this "winter” has been.

n the way out, we passed two sets of
friends. It is indeed a small world when
it comes to exploring the beauty of nature.
A wonderful thing about nature is that the
venue is new with each change of the seasons.
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Natures Best Hope

The 2026 Arthur G. Rempel Lecture in Biology

Cordiner HaII, 46 S. Park St, Walla Walla https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map

Presented by Dr. Doug Tallamy

r. Doug
Tallamy, best-
selling author,
award-winning
ecologist, and T.
A. Baker Professor
of Agriculture in
the Department of
Entomology and
Wildlife Ecology
at the University of
Delaware, will give a
talk entitled Nature’s
Best Hope, in which
he will discuss steps all of us can take to restore
biodiversity. Dr. Tallamy is the author of 4 books
and a co-founder of Homegrown National Park.

Click here for the event information page.

as authored 111 research publications and

has taught insect-related courses for 42 years.
His latest book, The Nature of Oaks, was released
in March 2021. In 2021 he cofounded Homegrown
National Park with Michelle Alfandari.

(HomegrownNationalPark.org).

Te Arthur G. Rempel Lectureship in Biology was
founded by former students in honor of Arthur

G. Rempel, Ph.D., and his accomplishments as a
distinguished teacher, scholar, and professor at Whitman
College from 1938-1977. Dr. Rempel was a founding
member of Blue Mountain Audubon Society. BMAS
presents a scholarship in his honor to a Whitman senior
biology major each year.

Buipuapm 1oyovy Aq ojoyd

he Arthur G. Rempel Nature Trail is a small series

of trails inside the Fort Walla Walla Natural Area.
The trail is easily accessible from Walla Walla and
College Place, providing a great respite from the city
and a close-in opportunity for birdwatching.

Bird Sig htings, January & February, Walla Walla and Benton Counties

Liam Hickey

Black-eyed Junco, Canada Goose, Ross’s Goose,
Mallard, Northern Flicker, Iceland Gull, Golden
Eagle, Lapland Longspur, Sandhill Crane, Great-
tailed Grackle, American Dipper, Bald Eagle,
Snow Goose, Red-tailed Hawk, Kestrel, Great

Black Phoebe, Canada Jay, Gadwall
Duck, Gadwall x Mallard Hybrid,
Northern Yellow Warbler, Purple Finch,
Red-necked Grebe, Redwing Blackbird,
Magpie, Anna’s Hummingbird, Lesser

Blue Heron, American Wigeon, Ring-necked
Duck, Ring-billed Gull, Common Goldeneye, Saw-
whet Owl, Raven, Trumpeter Swan, Short-eared Owl,
White-winged Crossbill, Cackling Goose, Osprey,

Goldfinch, Robin, Northern Harrier.

Please continue to send your sightings to:

liamhickeyl3@gmail.com
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BMAS APPEALS FOR FUNDS FOR BIRD COLLISION
PREVENTION PROJECT

Walla Walla Community College

is built on a 160-acre campus
adjoining riparian habitat that sup-
ports beaver, deer and birds. Two years
ago, BMAS was invited to assist with
reducing bird collisions at the Walla
Walla Community College Water
and Environmental Center (WEC).
Volunteers began by surveying
buildings for dead or injured birds.
In the first year, multiple Dark-eyed
Juncos, Cedar Waxwings, American
Robins and White-crowned Sparrows
were killed at WEC windows.
Nine other species were recorded,
including Belted Kingfisher, Black-
headed Grosbeak, California Quail
and Northern Flicker. Many fatalities
were at the north-facing glass atrium
of the WEC. The annual casualty
estimate for the WEC was 80-200 birds.

n 2025 WEC employees and

BMAS volunteers installed crash-
deterrent film to 1200 square feet of
glass, which completely halted the
collisions at the treated windows. We
expanded our surveys to additional
buildings on campus, with the
finding of intense mortality at the
windows of the Health Science and Performing Arts
Center. Based on carcass collections, we estimate that
this single building accounts for 364-960 birds per

-
.
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Frank Conlan and Andrew Trogstad-Isaacson

apply crash-deterrent film to windows at wwcc
Water and Environmental Center.

year. lease consider making a tax-deductible
donation for this cause. Donations to Blue
MAS now has a goal to raise $10,000 to install Mountain Audubon Society can be made through
crash-deterrent film to the Health Science and our website: blumtn.org or mailed to

Performing Arts Center. The WWCC administration P.O. Box 1106 Walla Walla, WA 99362
has agreed to provide a matching amount of support

in terms of equipment and employee time. To date, With gratitude,
we have raised $5000 towards our objective but need Bruce Barga
additional support. President, Blue Mountain Audubon Society

March 2026 Page 6



http://blumtn.org

Photo, Bruce Barga

MARCH FIELD TRIP:
BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS
AT BENNINGTON LAKE

v Families and kids, get

o ready to celebrate
Spring at our local birding
hotspot, Bennington Lake!
. Blue Mountain Audubon
Bl is hosting the next Birding
for Beginners field trip on
Saturday, March 28 at 9:00
il AM. Chances to see Great
Blue Herons, Cliff Swallows
and with luck, baby owls! Binoculars will be available
for loan.

When: 9:00-10:30 AM
Saturday, March 28

Screeo.;h Oowl

Where: Please meet at the
BenningtonLake parking lot,
near the boat ramp.

O pen to all ages, no experience necessary!

Bird Sites

By Sue Weiler

his article explains why
bird mouths may be
important for bird flight:

https:
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www.sciencenews.org/article/mouth-
earliest-bird-fly-archaeopter

Please send any interesting bird stories, blurbs or
photos you find online my way:

<sueweiler1224@gmail.com>

The Power to Decarbonize

Energy Policy Advocate Michael Murray will speak on
“The Power to Decarbonize in the
New Energy Economy”

Thursday, March 5th at 8:00 pm,
Olin Auditorium, Whitman campus.
All Welcome!
https://calendarwhitman.edu/event/the-
power-to-decarbonize-electric-utilities-
and-job-opportunities-in-the-new-energy-
economy

Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
BMAS is a non-profit 501¢(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook.
e 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ o 6 o o o o o o o o © o o o o o o o o o o o o ©°o °o o o o

] 011 Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

City: State:

Zip Code:

Phone: Email:
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