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The Annual Christmas Bird Count

The Walla Walla CBC has been held for over 
50 years – this year it will be on the 20th of 

December.

It is always a fun day to see what you and others can find in the count circle centered at Bennington 
Lake. The circle is divided into 12 sections – you can 
count birds for a whole day or half day.

Please email MerryLynn Denny (m.denny@charter.
net – NO text messages please) and let her know 

by December 15 if you plan to come out for the count 
day, so she can assign folks to areas. Some areas 
require more walking than others. Those counting 
an area will meet at Harper Joy Theater parking lot at 
7:30 am where clipboards with maps and list will be 
handed out.

Feeder/yard counters are needed, too– if you live 
within 7.5 miles of Bennington Lake please keep 

track of bird species and numbers and email your 
results or bring to the potluck. The Count Week 
includes 3 days before and after the count– any species 

Saturday, December 20th, 2025 • 7:30 a.m. start
Harper Joy Theater parking lot, Whitman Campus

not seen on count day will be added to the total, so 
please keep track of any rare/unusual species.

W e will meet up at Fort Walla Walla Museum at 
5:30 pm to enjoy a potluck style supper (soup, 

bread, salads, desserts). Feel free to come with or 
without a food contribution. It’s fun to share what was 
seen during the day. Please join us even if you did not 
go on the count. Hope to see you. 

https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map

Birds are luckier than humans when it comes to long migrations— unlike 
many settlers to the US who must travel alone or with only part of their 
family, Long-tailed Tits are generally able to bring their entire family along.

Bird Sites
By Sue Weiler

https://www.earth.com/news/long-tailed-tits-migrate-in-family-units-and-maintain-lasting-bonds/

By MerryLynn Denny
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BMAS Member Spotlight: 
This month we are circling back to feature two longtime mem-
bers of the BMAS Board of Directors,  

Chris & Janaki Howard 

A s longtime 
members 

of BMAS and as 
well, members of 
the board, how 
has the organiza-
tion changed over 
the years?  

We became 
involved 

with BMAS in 
1981, bringing 

our newborn to the meetings. We have seen many changes in BMAS 
over the years. There are now more local and regional activities and 
conservation efforts which BMAS offers, e.g., bird strike monitoring at 
WWCC, beginner bird walks and weekly Tuesday bird walks, high-
way clean up, and acoustic monitoring of birds at McNary Wildlife 
Refuge, for example.

W hat motivates each of you to dedicate so much time and energy 
to BMAS?

Now that we have two grandchildren it is as important as ever to 
protect, restore and conserve our local environment and the 

planet for wildlife and for all people. We are fortunate to have such a 
committed and hard working group of volunteers on our Board and 
membership. Plus, we love birds!

Y ou both are heavily involved in the main-
tenance and restoration of the Arthur G. 

Rempel Natural Area. What are your long-
term goals for the site?

We want to encourage the community to 
visit and enjoy the Natural Area. We 

hope to continue restoration of native plants 
and maintenance of the trails with the help of 
the volunteer trail stewards. We also want it to 
be a family-friendly natural place of respite for 
walking and birdwatching. Another goal is to 
recruit volunteers who are committed to help 
protect the area's natural beauty.
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Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting: 
December 11, 2025, 7:00 pm

No Membership Meeting in December

Board executives:
President: Bruce Barga
Vice President: Ben Vernasco
Secretary: Michelle Dressler
Treasurer: Justin Rodegerdts

Board members:
Membership chair: Vanessa Prendiville 
Education chair: Phil Kahler & 
Sue Parrish, co-chairs 
Past President: Tim Parker 
Natural Area chair: Tom Land
Conservation chair: Glen Mendel
Program chair: Nancy Mitchell
Field Trips chair: Sue Parrish
At large: Kay Barga, Rebecca Heisman,  
Jonathan & Melissa Webster, 
Kathy/Janaki Howard, Matt Banderas 
Jeanne McMenemy 
 
Website:
http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
liamhickey13@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:
Email: 
BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362
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B irding is in your blood and you have traveled to many 
different places to find birds, do you have a favorite?

O ne of our first dates was going on a boating field trip 
with the Santa Cruz Bird Club back in 1974. Janaki 

loves the Rufous Hummingbird, which she gets to admire 
every summer in Colorado and Chris went bonkers when 
he saw his first  Resplendent Quetzal in Panama.

Bird Sightings, October 
and November 
Reported by Liam Hickey 

Cackling Goose, White-winged Scoter, Iceland 
Gull, Red-necked Grebe, Black Phoebe, Yellow-

bellied Sapsucker, Red-naped Sapsucker, Black-legged 
Kittiwake, Purple Finch, Mallard, Canada Goose, 
Evening Grosbeak, Western Sandpiper, American 
Avocet, Osprey, Pacific Loon, Ross’s Goose, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Hudsonian Wimbrel, 
Osprey, Black-eyed Junco, Mallard, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Great-tailed Grackle, Black Scoter, Great-
Horned Owl, Barn Swallow, Long-tailed Duck, Ring-
necked Pheasant.

Buy a hat and identify 
yourself with us!

Blue Mountain Audubon 
appreciates and believes 

in preserving our natural 
environments.  

Hats are $20.  We accept check or cash.  
You can order your hat two ways:								      

l.   Send your order to BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.
com  and pay when you receive your hat.

2.  Send your order with payment and contact info to:
Blue Mountain Audubon, Attention: Kay Barga, hat order	
P.O. Box 110 • Walla Walla, Wa. 99362							     

3. You can receive your hat in several ways: Pick it up 
at the monthly general meeting; on the Tuesday bird 
walk at Bennington; hand-delivered to your doorstep, 
or mailed. 

Buy a hat! Show you appreciate, enjoy & want to 
preserve birds and wildlife their natural environments.

On January 15th, you will once again have the 
opportunity to talk about a book you’ve read 

that focuses on birds, conservation, nature, etc. The 
list of recommended books from the meeting will be 
included in the February issue of The Magpiper to 
bolster your winter reading list. 

Other upcoming programs include:
February 19: What we know about Badgers in 
Washington State by Glen Mendel

March 19: Research on Bird Window Strikes at 
WSU by Lori Nelson

April 16: Mid-Columbia Native Plant Society

May 21: The Galapagos Islands 
by Jay Krutulis 

Upcoming BMAS meeting 
schedule for 2026

Please continue to send your sightings to: 
liamhickey13@gmail.com
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for bugs. The brightly colored Broad-Billed 
Hummingbird would zip in for a quick rest on 
the bare outer branches trading places with 
one of my favorites visitors, the Vermillion 

Flycatcher. Also 
sharing the 
roosts were the 
elegant Grey 
Silky-Flycatcher 
and the Western 
Tanager. Looking 
up while watching 
the old tree it 
was not unusual 

to see a fast- moving flock of White-Faced 
Ibises heading for the lakes on the outside of 
town. Seeing all those birds utilizing this old 
tree reminded me of the importance of not 
cutting down the life-giving old snags.

After breakfast, we would often head for 
the El Charco conservation area with 

expansive wetlands. These wetlands offered 
numerous species of ducks, egrets, ibis 

and shorebirds. I 
never became tired 
of watching the 
multitude of Black-
Necked Stilts, Avocets 
and Long-Billed 
Dowitchers. We walked 
along the lakeshore 
through a forest of 
cactuses. In this arid 

landscape there were various passerines such 
as the Blue-Grey Gnatcatchers, Curved Bill 
Thrashers, Lark, Lincoln and Clay-Colored 
Sparrows. By noon the temperature was 
getting hot in the sun and we would retreat 
to the apartment waiting for the cooler 
evening. Each evening, we would walk up the 
cobblestone streets to the main plaza at the 
foot of the towering cathedral. The plaza 
offered the well manicured El Jardine, the 
Garden, where there were plenty of benches 
to relax upon and listen to the serenading 
Mariachi bands. 

During mid-November I was fortunate to 
spend 10 days in San Miguel De Allende in 

Central Mexico. I stayed with my brother who 
is also a birdwatcher, in a two story apartment 
in the old part of this historic city. We walked 
all over the cobblestone streets admiring the 
beauty of the multi-colored stone buildings 
with their classic ornamental wooden doors.

Our living 
quarters 

were located mid-
way between the 
towering multi-
spired cathedral 
named Parroquia 
de San Miguel 
Arcangel and the 
tree-covered Parque 
Juarez. Early each morning we sat in chairs on 
the roof-top patio under clear blue skies. We 
were surrounded by buildings, but just behind 
us was a tall, outstretched tree that had been 
long dead. This multi-branched ancient conifer 
is the roosting place for all the birds in the 
neighborhood. The old tree had so many long 
branches that numerous birds could share the 
roosts without crowding each other.

There were always a few large, White- 
Winged Doves roosting quietly… perhaps 

listening to the song of the House Finches 
who were moving around on the outer limbs. 
The Great Kiskadee would usually take a turn 
on the top spire trading off with the sleek 
golden eyed Boat-Tailed Grackle which at 
times would stretch out and point to the sky. 
Somewhere along the trunk, a Golden-Fronted 
Woodpecker crept along searching the bark 

Musings
Meandering in Mexico — 
December, 2025
Story & Photos Chris Howard
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Look for BMAS in the 2025  
Valley Giving Guide

T he Valley Giving Guide 
is a month-long online     

fundraising event starting 
December 2, organized by the 
Blue Mountain Community 
Foundation in partnership with 
United Way of the Blue Mountains. 
Making a contribution to Blue Mt. Audubon Society 
also is a convenient way for you to pay your annual 
membership fee of $25/family.  

P lease consider making a gift to support our 
ongoing projects and programs: Maintenance 

of the Arthur G. Rempel Natural Area; Educational 
Outreach such as Science Nights, School Visitations 
and Beginning Birding Field Trips; the Acoustics 
Monitoring Project at McNary Wildlife Refuge; 
College Scholarships; and Member Program Support.
Thank you!

Although I was only 
in San Miguel De 

Allende for a short time, 
it was fun to go birding 
in a new place, and it 
was easy to see how 
the area was awarded 
the title of UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.

December Field Trips
Story & Photos, Sue Parrish

Christmas Bird Count: Mark your calendars 
for the Big One of the year, the Christmas Bird 

Count December 20th.   These counts are done 
worldwide, data is submitted to Cornell University, so 
be a citizen scientist and join in the fun!

On your own ideas:
Head out to McNary Headquarters in Burbank 

and enjoy thousands, yes thousands of snow geese. 
It’s always a thrill to watch and listen to them filling 
the air with their calls as these giant flocks fly in or 
take off.

Foggy day trips: 
 

When the fog rolls in and you need an escape, head 
up either Lewis Peak or Jasper Mt. Both are usually 
clear and offer fun birding. To get to Lewis Peak, take 
Lewis Peak Road at the top of the hill out of Dixie 
and then stay right at the first Y. For Jasper Mt, turn 
right onto McGowan road, which is about 5 miles past 
Dixie. Take a right at the top of the big hill and you’re 
on your way. Both roads are gravel but in good shape. 
Get out there and see what you can find. 

Fallen wild Autumn 
apples in the Arthur. G. 
Rempel Natural Area
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HISTORY OF BLUE 
MOUNTAIN AUDUBON 
WEEKLY BENNINGTON 
LAKE WALKS
Story & photo by MerryLynn Denny

I n September 2005 Ginger Shoemake decided to 
keep track of birds, mammals and other interesting 

nature happenings at Bennington Lake. Several of 
us had been walking the lake for a few years – but 
became more regular at this time.  Ginger writes:

“My goal was to walk 
the lake once a week and 
record all bird species 
seen. My hope was to 
better understand the 
resident, nesting, and 
visiting bird species 
at the lake. Mike and 
MerryLynn Denny agreed 
that this could be valuable 
information so they joined 
in my venture whenever 
possible. We agreed on 
Tuesdays for our walk 
– Priscilla Dauble and 
Carolyn Corvino (both 
deceased) quickly became 
regular participants and 
others joined in from 
time to time. I started a 
spreadsheet in January of 
2006 listing all bird and mammal species seen and 
numbers. Also weather data and all folks on the 
walk. In 2014 Ebird was being used so I no longer 
kept up the spreadsheet.”

Ginger also kept a log with interesting notes of the 
walk – here is one of her notes from November 

8th, 2006:

“The temperatures were in the 40's and the trails 
were muddy after several days of rain and temps 
over 70. Our biggest surprise today was an 

American Avocet at the edge of the mud on the 
west side of the lake. Mike found two American 
Tree Sparrows on the southeast side eating 
goldenrod seeds. There was a Northern Shrike on 
the north end and we watched with amusement 
as an immature Coopers Hawk chased a Rooster 
Pheasant down the canal. Other nice birds today 
were Pacific Wren, Hairy Woodpecker, Golden-
crowned Kinglets, Bufflehead, Common and 
Hooded Mergansers. We saw the first coyote of the 
fall in a field off the east side and there were two 
White-tailed Deer in the canal.”

Ginger and Rodger Shoemake worked with the Corps 
to put up Tree Swallow boxes that Rodger built – 

eventually 6 of them were 
installeded on tall poles 
and the swallows were 
very happy to use them. 
Unfortunately within 3 
years most had been stolen 
or vandalized.

Others that walked most 
weeks in the early years 

were Shirley Muse, Kim 
Hallett-Jones, Susan Albee, 
Pam Fisher and Sandi 
Burt (all deceased) Shirley 
Messinger (my mom - 
deceased) joined once in 
awhile if trails were not 
muddy or icy.

P aul and Judy Treman, 
Chris Howard, Carol 

Hargreaves, Jim and Sue Parrish, Lynn Sealey, Nancy 
Mitchell, Stacia Peterson joined on and off starting 
in 2009 – 2012. Paul would often bring his scope 
along, which allowed for great views of waterfowl and 
shorebirds – and sometimes raptors (we miss you and 
your scope Paul!) Chris quickly became the “Owl 
Whisperer” for his ability to find the hidden owls at 
the lake.

In 2014, I (MerryLynn Denny) started ebirding so 
Ginger no longer kept up the spreadsheet – but we 

so appreciate all that valuable information she saved. 
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Bennington Lake habitat has changed much over 
the last 40 years. The canal was much smaller 

before the floods of 1996 and 2020. There were many 
more big trees around the lake – many died over the 
years leaving nice snags for nesting swallows and 
kingbirds – most of those have gone down in the last 
10 years. The invasive Poison Hemlock has moved in 
and takes over everywhere if not cut back (or grazed 
by goats which happened this year). The habitat above 
the parking area was full of big trees – many have 
died out in the long hot summers.

Over 230 species of birds have been seen at 
Bennington Lake – the most rare being the 

WILSON'S PLOVER which we found on August 
26, 2012 – the first record for the Pacific Northwest. 
Dozens of birders from WA, OR and Idaho came to 
add this species to their life list. The plover stayed 
until the 4th of September.

A WHITE-WINGED DOVE was a one day wonder 
August 14, 2007, a PALM WARBLER was enjoyed 

and photographed by many on October 23, 2018 and 
a CANADA WARBLER September 10, 2023. Other 
uncommon species over the years include American 
Golden-Plover, Red Phalarope, Sanderling, White-
faced Ibis, Parasitic Jaeger, Sabine’s Gull, Great Gray 
Owl, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Snow Bunting, Rusty 
Blackbird, American Redstart, Sage Thrasher, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak and more.

Recent arrivals to Walla Walla County and 
to the lake include Lesser Goldfinch, Anna's 

Hummingbird and now California Scrub-Jay.

I f you haven’t yet joined in on a Tuesday morning 
Bennington Lake walk we invite you to join us – 

just never know what you may find!

Have you recently experienced the beautiful 
scenery or variety of birds at Bennington Lake? 

If not, please 
join us on 
the Blue 
Mountain 
Audubon 
Society bird 
walk held 
every Tuesday. 
No birding 
experience is 
necessary 
and all ages 
are welcome! 
Loaner 
binoculars are 
available upon 
request.

Tuesday Morning Bird 
Walks at Bennington Lake
by Michelle Dressler

O n the morning of November 11, the 20 birders 
saw over 20 species of birds. These included 

Dark-eyed Juncos, Red-breasted Nuthatches, Lesser 
& American Goldfinches, Yellow-rumped Warblers, 
Killdeer, Red-tailed Hawks, Ring-necked Pheasants, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Townsend’s Solitaires, 
White-crowned & Song Sparrows, Northern 
Shovelers, and an American Kestrel. Thanks to 

MerryLynn 
for taking the 
group photo, 
and for the 
bird list.

T o join us in the 
weekly walk—
meet in the 
Bennington 
Lake parking 
lot near the 
boat launch. 
The walk 
begins at 
8:00 a.m.
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Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of 
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife 
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through 
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife 
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972. 
BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook. 

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25 
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

City:						      State:              Zip Code:

Phone:					    Email:

access, 
you’ll 
find these 
events 
pinned 
in the 
“Featured” 
tab near 
the top of 
the page.

If you have 
friends 
who’d be 
interested 
in the 
BMAS 
page, you 
can let 
them know 
by clicking 
on the gray 
“Invite” tab. This will send them a direct link to the 
page so they can join. The more, the merrier!

So whether you’d like a place to post your bird photos, 
or an additional way to stay in touch with all the 
activities of BMAS, please join the “Friends of Blue 
Mountain Audubon Society” Facebook page.

Join us on Facebook
By Michelle Dressler

Have you joined the BMAS 
Facebook page? If not, 

please do! Once you’ve found 
the “Friends of Blue Mountain 
Audubon Society” homepage, just 

click on the blue “Join Group” tab.

Once you’ve joined, you can interact on the page in 
several ways. These can be by posting your birding 
photos or videos, clicking the “like” button on posts, 
and by commenting on posts.

You don’t have to be a professional photographer to 
share your photos. People love seeing the birds and 
wildlife! The only requirement for the photos is that 
they should be taken mostly in Walla Walla County. 

The Facebook page is also a great way to stay in 
touch with what’s going on within Blue Mountain 
Audubon Society. You’ll get to read about the weekly 
walks at Bennington Lake, BMAS community 
projects, and learn about volunteer opportunities.

You’ll also see posts about upcoming BMAS events 
like the Beginners Bird Walks, and the monthly 
membership meetings and field trips. For easy 


