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Understanding Bird Songs 
Thursday, May 15, 7:00 pm 
Whitman College, Olin Hall, Rm. 129

A presentation by David Lukas

Bird songs have fascinated humans since the 
dawn of time, and in fact it seems like birds 

even inspired the development of music and art. But 
how do we study bird songs today and what have 
these studies taught us about the world of bird song?

In this talk we will explore how and why birds 
sing, and how we study bird songs as a way of 

trying to understand what they are saying to each 
other. Bird songs and vocalizations are a huge part 
of how birds interact with each other, as well as 
being one of the many ways we appreciate birds, so 
this talk will open a new world for you.

David Lukas is a well known naturalist and author 
based in the Methow Valley. He has written seven 

books and contributed chapters to another forty books 
on a tremendous range of nature topics. He has also led 
thousands of natural history 
tours, classes, workshops, and 
presentations. David’s most 
recent project is producing a 
weekly nature newsletter at 

  www.lukasguides.com. 

https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map

Western Bluebird

White-crowned Sparrow

http://www.lukasguides.com
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Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting: 
May 8, 2025 7:00 pm

Membership Meeting:
May 15, 2025, 7:00 pm
Whitman College, Olin Hall Rm. 129

Board executives:
President: Bruce Barga
Secretary: Kay Barga
Treasurer: Justin Rodegerdts

Board members:
Membership chair: Matt Banderas 
Education chair: Phil Kahler & 
Sue Parrish, co-chairs 
Past President: Tim Parker 
Natural Area chair: Tom Land
Conservation chair: Glen Mendel
Program chair: Nancy Mitchell
Field Trips chair: Sue Parrish
At large: Rebecca Heisman, 
Kathy Howard, Michelle Dressler 
Jeanne McMenemy, Ben Vernasco, 
Jonathan & Melissa Webster 

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
liamhickey13@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:
Email: 
BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362
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Sue Parrish, Field Trip Chair, 
and partner in the Education 
program with Kay Barga
➨ Sue and Jim Parrish

I have been involved with Audubon since 2008, after taking a begin-ning birding class with Mike Denny. Birding has been a wonderful 
hobby, especially since retiring from teaching science in the school 
district. For the last seven years, I have been on the board and in-
volved in organizing monthly field trips throughout the year. I try to 
align the trips with seasonal birding opportunities as well as introduc-
ing people to less well known areas within the county that offer great 
birding. All of these trips are free and open to the public. It’s been fun 
to meet the birders that show up, as well as folks new to the commu-
nity. Last year I would estimate we had over 150 people participate in 
these events.

Kay Barga and I are involved in the 
education outreach of Audubon. Kay is 

also a retired teacher, and we enjoy work-
ing together. Our main outreach activity is 
participating in the Family Science Night 
program organized by Whitman College 
involving all area grade schools. We offer 
hands-on activities such as bird adapta-
tions, amazing bird abilities, and take home 
spruce cone bird feeders. Each of these six 
events attracts 250+ kids and their parents. 

Kay also works with the Sharpstein students introducing them to the 
Great Backyard Bird Count; 
the kids use binoculars to spy 
on birds at the school. In ad-
dition, she works with the first 
grade students to study eggs. 
After learning about egg anat-
omy and their strength, all 50 
kids walked on eggs and only 
6 were broken. This spring the 
school district has also asked 
us to help with field trips for 
the 6th and 5th grade kids. It’s great the kids are getting out in nature, 
but that’s a lot of kids, so we get a bit overwhelmed. If any of these fun 
education activities interests you, let us know. We can always use an 
extra person or two. 
To volunteer, email Sue at wallawallanana@gmail.com.

http://www.blumtn.org
mailto:liamhickey13@gmail.com
mailto:BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
mailto:wallawallanana@gmail.com.
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On April 13th we were fortunate to be invited to 
participate in the Tri-College Spring Service 

Day. In preparation for the event we requested the 
city parks department to distribute piles of wood 
chips at trailheads at many different locations in the 
Natural Area. At noon volunteers from Audubon 
and students gathered together at Fort Walla Walla 
where a free lunch was provided. Following lunch we 
headed for the Natural Area. Eleven students selected 
working on the Natural Area trails utilizing wheel-
barrows, pitchforks and rakes. We divided into three 
groups and worked hard on spreading wood chips on 
all the trails. The students seemed to enjoy the phys-
ical nature of this work as a change from their more 
usual mental exertions. We sure appreciated their 
hard labor and good spirits!

Birdwatching for Beginners 
By Rebecca Heisman

Approximately thirty eager birdwatchers, including first-
time birders and multiple families with children, joined 
BMAS members on the morning of Saturday, April 19 
for our second “Birdwatching for Beginners” walk at Mill 
Creek. Participants enjoyed watching a pair of Common 
Mergansers in the creek and a flyover by one of the Os-
preys nesting on the community college campus, as well 
as the nesting Great Blue Herons at their rookery—they 
were hunkered down so well on their nests that they were 
hard to spot at first, but they were there! The rain was 
kind enough to hold off until just after we’d wrapped up, 
and a great time was had by all. Thank you to the BMAS 
members who helped lead this outing (especially BMAS 

President Bruce Barga for bringing cookies to share),
and watch for announcements of future casual, family-
friendly bird walks in the fall!

Arthur G. Rempel Fort Walla Walla Natural Area
Story & photo by Chris Howard

https://dashboard.birdcast.info/region/US-WA-071

Birdcast Migration Dashboard for Walla Walla County
The new BirdCast Migration Dashboard provides summaries of radar-based measurements of nocturnal bird 
migration, including estimates of the total number of birds migrating, their directions, speeds, and altitudes, 
depicting migration patterns in near real time or as a summary of a whole night after nocturnal periods end. 
Track our region by following the Migration Dashboard link:

https://dashboard.birdcast.info/region/US-WA-071
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Musings
Spring Birding
Story & photos by Chris Howard

Spring is the time when birders get excited 
about the upcoming arrival of migrating 

native birds. These are the birds that will soon 
be staking out territories, loudly proclaiming 
their intent to join with a mate and begin the 
nest building and breeding ritual. There are a 
few places where birding can be exciting even 
before the arrival of the migrants. 

At Bennington Lake, there are nesting Great 
Horned Owls who are now trying to feed 

and safeguard 
three fuzzy white 
owlets. It is amaz-
ing how fast those 
little owlets grow 
up and begin climb-
ing around outside 
their nest hole. It’s 
a dangerous world 
out there for the 
little ones but you 
can be sure that 
the very strong and formidable parents are 
keeping a close eye on them.

Not too far away, on the Mill Creek bike path 
just west of Rooks Park there are a half 

dozen Great Blue Heron nests placed precar-
iously high up on the bare branches of some 
ancient Cottonwood trees. It is hard to be-
lieve that these very tall and gangly birds have 
built these nests which consist of a jumble of 
twigs with softer materials inside, so far off 
the ground. Incubation of the eggs takes 25 to 
30 days and is carried out by both parents. To 
view them is definitely worth a short walk from 
Rooks Park on the bike trail.

Another great spot for early spring bird-
watching is the Wallula trails which are 

located on the Columbia Gorge a short distance 
past the turn off to the Tri-Cities. My wife 
Kathy and I consider the Wallula trails a must 
visit in the spring to view the multitude of wild 
flowers and hear songs of early spring birds. 
On a mid-April morning, we parked in the grav-
el parking lot then slowly made our way up the 
initial section of trail which is quite steep and 
rocky. The first sight that gets one’s attention 
is the proliferation of bright yellow Arrowleaf 
Balsamroot plants scattered across the hill-
sides. Further up the trail 
in areas protected from 
the direct sun by cliffs, 
we view bunches of our 
special wedding plants, 
the ruby-colored Shooting 
Stars. Listening while I 
am watching, I am en-
tranced by my favorite 
spring bird song-that of the Western 
Meadowlark. The liquid song is magical as it 

travels great distances 
across the grassy high-
lands. The Meadowlark 
is not alone in providing 
spring melodies. We 
heard and watched the 

Horned Lark and 
the Rock Wren 
calling from their 
rocky perches. A 
large flock of Snow 
Geese swirled over 
and settled on the 
river far below. 

At this particular visit to this special area, 
we saw three Starlings, known for their 

ability to mimic sounds, seated in front of a 
Meadowlark who was giving a beautiful concert. 
I am fairly certain that those Starlings will be 
very popular in their neighborhood when they 
replay the Meadowlark’s sonnet.   

  



May 2025	 Page 5

https://nautil.us/the-starlings-curious-odyssey-1202795/

Bird Sites
By Sue Weiler 

The Starlings Odyssey: 
A good lesson in ecology– Unintended 
consequences

Birding Field Trips in May and Beyond
Story & photos by Sue Parrish. Burrowing Owl photo by Jim Parrish

Saturday May 3: 
Brewer Wetland. Join us as we bird the which is a conservation easement preserved by the Blue Mountain 
Land Trust. It’s a beautiful spot just three miles from town with a chance to see many migrants attracted to the 

ponds and wetland area.  Land Trust folks will be with us to give the tour as 
we bird, and afterwards there’s an opportunity to help with restoration. Please 
register online at this website: https://bmlt.org/events. You will have the 
opportunity to sign up for just birding, the restoration, or both. We will meet at 
the WaHi parking lot on the corner of Fern and Abbot at 8:00. It’s a wetland, so 
wear appropriate footwear.

Saturday May 10:
Burrowing owls galore! We will be touring the Umatilla Army Depot that now 
has been restored and fitted with artificial owl burrows. The owls are moving in 
by the dozens. We are being giving access and a tour by a biologist working with 
the Umatilla Tribes, who now are the caretakers of the area. We will meet at the 
Whitman Harper Joy parking lot at 7:30 a.m., and return early afternoon. Bring your 
cameras, spotting scopes and a snack. We’re in for a birding treat!

June 13-14: 
Phipps Meadow bird count and botany survey. The Land Trust has asked for our help in birding this 
meadow, which is the headwaters of the John Day River. On the 14th we’ll participate at dawn in a guided bird 
count, followed by a walk through the meadow to identify important and rare plant species. The evening of 
the 13th we will camp at Bates State park, cook our own dinner and have a campfire, with brunch provided the 
next day after birding. For more information and registration, visit this site: https://bmlt.org/events/phipps-
birdcount-botany-day. It’s a couple hour drive to the area but well worth it. 

September 3-5: Explore Steens Mountain with Mike Denny.  There are still a few spots left on this trip. 
If interested, please contact Sue Parrish at wallawallanana@gmail.com.

https://bmlt.org/events
https://bmlt.org/events/phipps-birdcount-botany-day
https://bmlt.org/events/phipps-birdcount-botany-day
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The 2025 pocket field guide has been updated and 
a printable version is available on our webpage at:
https://blumtn.org/wp-content/pdfs/
WWpocketfieldchecklist2025.pdf 
Or from our web site scroll to Local Bird List 
printable updated 2025. Printing on 8.5" x 14" 
paper is optimal.

MerryLynn 
Denny spent 

hours upon hours 
updating the 

content for this 
checklist. 

Thank you, 
MerryLynn!

Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of 
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife 
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through 
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife 
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972. 
BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook. 

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25 
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

City:						      State:              Zip Code:

Phone:					    Email:

Birds of April Reported sightings by 
BMAS members Please continue to send your 
sightings to: <liamhickey13@gmail.com> 

Great horned owl, Rough-legged hawk, North-
ern Harrier, Mallard, Song Sparrow, Northern 
Shoveler, Stilts, Killdeer, Raven, American 
Robin, Canada Goose, Says Phoebe, Sagebrush 
Sparrow, Red-breasted Merganser, Sandhill 
Crane, American Goshawk, Anna’s Hum-
mingbird, Blue-winged Teal, Yellow Warbler, 
Black-bellied plover, Gray Flycatcher, Western 
Kingbird, Pacific Loon, Harris Sparrow, Sora, 
Lesser Black-
backed Gull, 
Bank Swallow,  
Sage Thrasher, 
Purple Finch, 
(Includes Walla 
Walla and Ben-
ton Counties.)

Walla Walla County 
Pocket Field Checklist for 2025

https://blumtn.org/wp-content/pdfs/WWpocketfieldchecklist2025.pdf 
https://blumtn.org/wp-content/pdfs/WWpocketfieldchecklist2025.pdf 
http://www.blumtn.org

