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Local science teacher, lover of birds and 
adventure, Phil Kahler, was thrilled to 

receive a Cox Conservation Fellowship to 
return to the Peruvian Amazon for the 2024 
Amazon Research Initiative for Educa-
tors (ARIE), operated by The Morpho 
Institute. Last summer, Phil made his 
seventh trip to the Amazon with his 
son, Lucas, where they participated in 
night hikes, fantastic birding, tiger bee-
tle research, and a tropical fish survey. 
Phil also delivered the binoculars 
donated by BMAS to the Ama-
zon Binocular Project.  

Phil became keenly aware of 
the rich biodiversity of the 

Amazon during his first trip to 
Peru in 2014. Everything he saw 
during that first trip was new and 
exciting, and he remembers having a 
hard time sleeping for fear he was go-
ing to miss something. Early morning 
birding, night hikes, and everything in 
between, made him feel like a kid in a 
candy shop; so much to see and so little 
time! A spark was ignited during that 
first Amazon adventure, inspiring him 
to document as much biodiversity as 
possible for the citizen science projects 
on eBird and iNaturalist. 
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A Celebration of Amazon Rainforest Biodiversity
A presentation by Phil Kahler, WaHi Opportunity Program
Thursday, March 20, 2025, 7 p.m., Olin Hall, Rm 129, Whitman College 
https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map

Phil and Lucas spent almost two weeks 
last summer in one of the most biolog-

ically diverse rainforests in the world. The 
Amazon Conservatory for Tropical Studies 
(ACTS) Field Station and Canopy Walkway 
are located within the Napo-Sucusari Bio-

logical Reserve in the upper Amazon basin 
of northeastern Peru. The reserve has an exten-
sive trail system through thousands of acres of 
primary rainforest and one of the longest cano-
py walkway systems in the world. This system of 
aerial platforms and pathways makes it possible 
to conduct research in previously inaccessible 
parts of the rainforest. From its height of 115 
feet up in the canopy, many birds, bromeliads, 
reptiles and insects, which would have been 
missed, can be observed. 
Please join us on March 20th for a glimpse 
of incredible rainforest biodiversity.

Phil Kaher teaches science, including Field Orni-
thology at the Opportunity Program, an off-site 
alternative learning program affiliated with 
Walla Walla High School. 

He is passionate about 
sharing his discoveries 
and experiences with 
his students, in hopes 
that they, too, will learn 
to seek and treasure 
the living things they 
encounter. 
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All of us, as BMAS members, are what keep this organization 
going. Thank you for being a part of it!

As some of you know, my son was my gateway into birding. As a five-
-year old he would watch the ducks at Pioneer Park for a very long 
time. Now, as he turns 13, he’s planning our birding adventures to all 
corners of the state, and 
dreaming of all the places 
he wants to go around the 
world to see birds.

I’ve been Membership 
Chair since joining the 
Audubon board in 2022. 
My role is to help anyone 
interested join BMAS, I 
keep your contact details 
updated, and occasionally 
add silly dad jokes to your 
Magpiper email.

Your membership to BMAS does a lot more than most people realize. 
Annual dues have been a very reasonable $25 for a very long time, and 
we keep them low to keep membership accessible. Some people renew 
throughout the year, but most dues are paid in November/December 
for the next calendar year.

By joining you get access to the monthly Magpiper newsletter, and 
you also support the science, education, conservation, inclusion, and 
outreach work BMAS is involved in.

BMAS is far more than our hosted weekly bird walks, monthly meet-
ings, and field trips. Scientists lead conservation efforts, do research, 
and collaborate with a wide range of local, regional, and state part-
ners. Educators lead projects at local schools throughout the year. 
Members maintain the Arthur G. Rempel Natural Area at Fort Wal-
la Walla, build nesting boxes, and are regularly asked to advise on 
conservation and bird safety efforts. There’s a lot going on, and your 
support powers all of it!

Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting: 
March 13, 2025 7:00 pm

Membership Meeting:
March 20, 2025, 7:00 pm
Whitman College, Olin Hall Rm. 129

Board executives:
President: Bruce Barga
Secretary: Kay Barga
Treasurer: Justin Rodegerdts

Board members:
Membership chair: Matt Banderas 
Education chair: Phil Kahler & 
Sue Parrish, co-chairs 
Past President: Tim Parker 
Natural Area chair: Tom Land
Conservation chair: Glen Mendel
Program chair: Nancy Mitchell
Field Trips chair: Sue Parrish
At large: Rebecca Heisman, 
Kathy Howard, Michelle Dressler 
Jeanne McMenemy, Ben Vernasco, 
Jonathan & Melissa Webster 

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
liamhickey13@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:
Email: 
BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362
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This month we focus on:
Matt Banderas
Matt is a BMAS board member 
and Membership Chair

➨ Matt, Sofia, Margarita & Nico Banderas

	 Continued on Pg. 3

Vintage photo collected by Joe Drazan, 
Bygone Walla Walla 

wallawalladrazanphotos.blogspot.com

http://www.blumtn.org
mailto:liamhickey13@gmail.com
mailto:BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
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March Field Trip 
Saturday, March 15, 8 a.m.– early afternoon:  
Tour of a Restoration and Bioacoustics Monitoring 
Project on the Walla Walla River.
Led by Steve Kahl, Ben Vernasco, and Mike Denny
By Sue Parrish

We’re constantly looking to make birding, and an in-
terest in the environment more inclusive of everyone. 
Membership has been growing slowly over the past 
few years as we do this. We’re always family friendly, 
open to people with mobility challenges, and we’re 
increasing our Spanish language abilities.

One of the most helpful things you can do is invite a 
friend or two to come to a monthly meeting, field trip, 
or bird walk with you. We can all benefit from some 
time in nature and the wonderful variety of birdsong.

Join us on Saturday, March 15th for a field trip to the 
mouth of the Walla Walla River to learn about the 
floodplain restoration project being planned by Mc-
Nary National Wildlife Refuge and the Confederated 
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. Steve Kahl, 
the restoration project leader, will explain the project 
and how it will restore wetlands, riparian corridors 
and increase the rivers’ channel complexity. In addi-
tion, Ben Vernasco, a Research Scientist at Whitman 
College, will explain how bioacoustics monitoring 
efforts will be used to quantify which species of 
wildlife are using the area, both before and after 
the project is finished.  And as we wander through 
the area learning about this amazing project, Mike 
Denny will help us identify the species we see and 
hear. We’ll meet at Whitman’s Harper Joy parking lot 
at 8:00 am and return early afternoon.  Don’t miss 
out on the opportunity to learn about this amazing 
project happening right here in our county. 

Wallula Flood Plain
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The Institute for Bird 
Populations (IBP) 
Faces Unprecedented 
Uncertainty and 
Jeopardy. 
Dear Friends of IBP,  
As you may have heard, a large amount of federal funding 
already committed in grants to federal partners was canceled 
or paused indefinitely in the last few weeks. Much of IBP’s work 
is conducted in partnership with federal agencies such as the 
US Forest Service and National Park Service, so we are deeply 
affected by this situation. More than a third of the funding we 
were relying on to finance our conservation and science work in 
2025 – and meet salary for our permanent staff – is paused with 
no indication of when, or if, we will be able to access it again.
 
The federal grants freeze has interrupted IBP projects across 
the US. Examples of suspended IBP work include conservation 
of Bank Swallows in arctic Alaska, surveys of nesting owls and 
goshawks throughout California’s Sierra Nevada necessary 
before forest treatments to reduce fire risk can proceed, and an 
ambitious new effort to assess population dynamics and threats 
faced by bird species across dozens of national parks.
 
We’ve already hired seasonal field crews for many of these 
projects, some due to start work in just a few weeks. Beginning 
in March, year-round IBP staff will be taking a 25% pay cut 
to help make up the funding shortfall, but even this sacrifice 
will not be sufficient to make up for all our lost funding if the 
situation persists.
 
Your donation to IBP will help us weather this period of 
uncertainty and keep our highly skilled and deeply com-
mitted team engaged in conducting science that supports 
bird conservation. Our research, and vitally important 
conservation work on federal lands provides land manag-
ers with the information necessary to safeguard birds and 
other wildlife, and to spend conservation funding wisely. 

To help us, please make a tax-deductible donation via 
our donations page, https://birdpop.org/pages/
donationsMembership.php or send a check to: The 
Institute for Bird Populations, PO Box 518, Petaluma, 
CA 94953

Thank you, 
Rodney B. Siegel, Ph.D., Executive Director 
www.birdpop.org

https://birdpop.org/pages/donationsMembership.php
https://birdpop.org/pages/donationsMembership.php
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Musings
On the Road-Runner
Story & photos by Chris Howard

WWith the good fortune of extra cheap air-
line tickets to San Diego, Kathy and I set 

out to explore a couple of parks in San Diego 
County that we had never visited. We looked 
forward to finding some new birds and warmer 
weather as winter had settled in Walla Walla. 

One bird I knew was native to that South-
west landscape was the Roadrunner. I 

had seen Roadrunners in my distant past and 
appreciated their quirky nature as they ran 
through the desert environment hiding behind 
cactuses and sagebrush. Our first park was 
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park northeast of 
San Diego where we had accommodations for 
3 days. We stopped at the park visitors cen-
ter to decide which trails we wanted to hike 
and asked where we could find a Roadrunner. 
The park rangers assured us that there would 
be no problem spotting a Roadrunner as they 

were all over the place. Over the next three 
days we took numerous desert hikes enjoying 
the warm weather and viewing local birds e.g., 
the Black Throated Sparrow, Black Phoebe, 
Verdin, Loggerhead Shrike and the especially 
striking, Phainopepla which looks like a black 
cardinal with a red eye. Despite searching all 
over the seriously prickly desert plants no 
Roadrunners ran out from any of them. 

We boarded our trusty rental car and 
made our way to the next stop on our 

desert exploration, Joshua Tree National Park. 
For the next three nights we stayed in the 
desert where all the houses have cactus gar-
dens for their landscaping. A home owner even 
showed us a photo of a Roadrunner in her 
sandy front yard assuring us that we would see 
one. The next morning, I spotted a nice Cactus 
Wren and 3 coyotes running through the back-
yard but no Roadrunners. We spent our days 
exploring the national park which had fabulous 
geological rock formations, many Phainopeplas, 
Gambles Quails, Rock Wrens but still no Road-
runners. We hiked out a desert trail to a very 

Public Forum on Science Research Funding Cuts
Are you concerned about the impacts of recent funding cuts to sci-

ence? Join us for a free public forum to discuss the changing federal 
funding landscape, its rippling effects, and ways to take action.

Friday, March 7, 12:00 – 12:50 PM
Maxey Auditorium, Whitman College 

(Near Boyer Avenue & the tennis courts; see https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map)

A panel of experts will lead an open discussion on how these funding 
changes affect college students, regional STEM professionals, 

young alumni, and the Walla Walla community.

https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map) 
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Arthur G. Rempel 
Fort Walla Walla Natural Area
By Chris Howard

The Natural Area has been a very popular hiking and 
nature appreciation area through out the winter. Those 
who enjoy Nordic skiing and snowshoeing took ad-
vantage of our short period of snow-covered paths to 
move along seeing the numerous tracks in the snow of 
animal inhabitants such as deer, fox, rabbit and rac-
coons. The snow is gone now and the prolific vegeta-
tion will begin its spring rebirth. It is during the spring 
and summer that having trail stewards to maintain the 
trails is most important. 

If you would like to become a volun-
teer trail steward, please let us know — 
send an email to Chris Howard, 
chrish.734@gmail.com.

attractive 
large rock 
formation in 
the shape 
of a heart. 
We thought 
that since 
our 50th 
wedding 
anniversary 
is approaching, it might give us the gift of a 
Roadrunner… but no Roadrunner!

On our last day at Joshua Tree as we were 
investigating our route to exit the park, 

I asked a young park ranger where we might 
find a Roadrunner. She suggested we try Black 
Rock Canyon which happened to be just outside 
the main park. After parking at Black Rock 
visitors center, we asked the attendant if she 
knew about any Roadrunners in the area. She 
said “Oh, sure just go outside and look around. 
Rocky is always nearby.”

Sure enough, I went outside with binoculars 
and camera in hand and walked just a little 

way down a dirt road and spotted a movement 
between the Joshua Trees. It was Rocky the 
Roadrunner! Rocky was very accommodating, 
making no effort to avoid us, posing for photos 
and balancing on rocks. Soon after, with much 
gratitude, we continued our journey with Road-
runner added to our list!
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Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of 
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife 
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through 
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife 
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972. 
BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook. 

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25 
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

City:						      State:              Zip Code:

Phone:					    Email:

Bird Sites   By Sue Weiler 
Educational & entertaining articles gleaned from scientific research. 
From the deep sea to the open skies, bioluminescence enhances the ability to be seen 
and the beauty of the world.
https://www.earth.com/news/birds-of-paradise-use-secret-biofluorescence-to-attract-mates/

February Birds: Reported sightings by 
BMAS members Please continue to send your 
sightings to: <liamhickey13@gmail.com> 

Lesser Black-backed Gull, Icelandic Gull, Snowy 
Owl, Purple Finch, Common Yellowthroat, Trum-
peter Swan, Long-tailed duck, American Avocet, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Lesser White-fronted 
Goose, Red-napped Sapsucker, Dunlin, Clark’s 
Nutcracker, Lincoln’s Sparrow, short-eared owl, 
American Goshawk, Harris Sparrow, Sandhill 
Crane, Pacific Loon, Turkey Vulture, Mallard, 
Northern Mockingbird, American Pipit, Slaty-
backed Gull, Kestrel, Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
Horned Lark, Dark-eyed Junco, White-crown 
Sparrows, Stellar’s Jay, Magpies, Northern Flicker, 
Western Screech Owl, Lesser Goldfinch, 
American Crow.

Photo, G
reg Shine, via Flickr

Trip to Steens Mountain 
Led by Mike Denny
Save the Date: September 3-5, 2025
By Sue Parrish
Mike Denny will be leading a trip to Steens Mountain 
to enjoy the birds, wildlife and incredible scenery. We 
will be staying at The 
Historic Diamond hotel. 
Rooms range in price 
from $180 for a kitchen-
ette suite, $165 (private 
bath) and $125 (shared 
bath) Breakfast is in-
cluded. Mike would like to limit the trip to 10 people. If 
this trip sounds good, please email or text Sue Parrish 
to reserve a spot. Contact info: wallawallanana@
gmail.com or 509-540-2189.

http://www.blumtn.org
https://www.earth.com/news/birds-of-paradise-use-secret-biofluorescence-to-attract-mates/

