
January, 2025

The 52 nd Walla Walla Christmas Bird Count was 
held on the 14 th of December. One of our warmest 

count days ever with temp 48 to 54, sunshine in the 
morning then rain after 2:45. We had a Milberts Tor-
toiseshell Butterfly up Blue Creek - definitely our first 
ever on a CBC.
Forty-two participants found an average 85 species plus 
two count week birds—but 2 firsts for our count: a 
Turkey Vulture and a Red-naped Sapsucker —both in 
College Place.
	 Folks were out looking in town and the foot-
hills, all centered at Bennington Lake which opened 
their gate for the birders on count day.
Harris’s Sparrow, American Pipit, and American 
Goshawk were uncommon finds.
Broke a couple records: 24 Common Goldeneye beat-
ing our previous 13, and 94 Red-breasted Nuthatch 
beating 56 back in 1994.
California Scrub Jay—our first were 3 in 2022, only 
one last year but a total of 6 were found this year. This 
species is now regular in Burbank, Touchet, College 
Place, Walla Walla and Prescott.
Ruddy Duck & Pied-billed Grebe—only our 3rd ever.
Very Low numbers of Robins and Varied Thrush - de-
spite abundant apple and berry crop.

The Wrap-up at Fort Walla Walla Museum was 
yummy and very interesting to hear what birds 

everyone found – always a highlight of the day!

A huge “Thank You” to all who participated in the count!
	 Hope a Merry Christmas followed!
		  MerryLynn Denny

Birds seen on WW 2024 Christmas Bird Count

• 561 Cackling Goose • 2254 Canada Goose • 16 Wood 
Duck • 4 Northern Shoveler • 92 American Wigeon 
• 1174 Mallard • cw Northern Pintail • 3 Ring- necked 
Duck • 24 Common Goldeneye • 21 Hooded Merganser 
• 53 Common Merganser • 1 Ruddy Duck • 97 California 
Quail • 68 Wild Turkey • 2 Ruffed Grouse • 16 Ring-
necked Pheasant • 1 Pied-billed Grebe • 331 Rock Pigeon 
• 203 Eurasian Collared Dove • 72 Mourning Dove 
• 3 Anna's Hummingbird • 2 Virginia Rail • cw Killdeer 
1 • Turkey Vulture • 10 Great Blue Heron • 18 Northern 
Harrier • 12 Sharp-shinned Hawk • 17 Cooper's Hawk • 1 
American Goshawk • 5 Bald Eagle • 99 Red-tailed Hawk 
• 2 Rough-legged Hawk • 1 American Barn Owl • 1 West-
ern Screech-Owl • 5 Great-Horned Owl • 1 Northern Saw-
whet Owl • 3 Belted Kingfisher • 1 Red-naped Sapsucker 
• 29 Downy Woodpecker • 2 Hairy Woodpecker • 244 
Northern Flicker • 3 Pileated Woodpecker • 89 American 
Kestrel • 3 Merlin • 1 Say’s Phoebe • 3 Northern Shrike 
• 4 Steller’s Jay • 6 California Scrub-Jay • 159 Black-billed 
Magpie • 265 American Crow • 63 Common Raven • 148 
Black-capped Chickadee • 2 Mountain Chickadee 
• 5 Horned Lark • 20 Ruby-crowned Kinglet • 13 Golden- 
crowned Kinglet • 94 Red-breasted Nuthatch • 7 Brown 
Creeper • 4 Pacific Wren • 32 Bewick’s Wren • 2 American 
Dipper • 7876 American Starling • 7 Western Bluebird 
• 6 Townsend’s Solitaire • 3 Varied Thrush • 4 Hermit 
Thrush • 234 American Robin • 2 Bohemian Waxwing 
• 281 Cedar Waxwing • 280 House Sparrow • 1 American 
Pipit • 284 House Finch • 14 Red Crossbill 3 • 02 Pine 
Siskin • 185 Lesser Goldfinch • 131 American Goldfinch 
• 1 Fox Sparrow • 1708 Dark-eyed Junco 211 White-
crowned Sparrow • 1 Harris’s Sparrow • 3 White-throated 
Sparrow • 173 Song Sparrow • 1 Savannah Sparrow 
• 16 Spotted Towhee • 73 Western Meadowlark 
• 2002 Red-winged Blackbird • 64 Yellow-rumped Warbler

2024 Christmas 
Bird Count Results
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Why did you join the BMAS board of directors?
In 2021, I was asked by President Chris Howard to join the Board in a new 
position as Bird Safety Advocate. I was excited to join a band of people who 
were dedicated to conservation, education, and spreading the joy of birds. 
Most of my work on the Board has been related to preventing bird colli-
sions with windows, which is the 2nd largest human-related cause of bird 
mortality that we know of.

What makes you passionate about BMAS’ mission?
Because this Chapter is devoted to the appreciation and conservation of the 
natural beauty of our unique area. Birds are just part of the big picture. The 
commitment to education is vital to inspire the next generation of conser-
vationists and give them a chance to enjoy the remarkable world of birds 
and nature. 

As president, what are your top priorities?
My greatest interest is in attracting a greater number and diversity of 
people to attend our lectures and field trips. We have an enthusiastic 
membership, but we lack younger people and are not ethnically diverse. 
To help appeal to a broader constituency, BMAS has started “Birding for 
Beginners” field trips, and even received a grant from National Audubon 
to buy binoculars to loan out at field trips. I would like to know if there are 
any Hispanic birders out there who could help reach out to that communi-
ty. I am also really interested in developing partnerships with other orga-
nizations that affect conservation, like the Community College Water and 
Environmental Center, Whitman Biology Department, McNary Refuge 
and the US Army Corps of Engineers.

What are key factors that have contributed to the success of the 
BMAS Board?
This is an amazing board!  Each person has different expertise that they 
generously share. Our Chapter has multiple projects fueled by the energy of 
dedicated board members and volunteers. From building birdhouses to lit-
ter pick-up, we conduct a variety of tasks. I am proud of the Board accom-
plishments in obtaining a review of the Burrowing Owl listing status in 
Washington, the ongoing educational effort to teach kids what’s cool about 
birds, and the amazing lectures and field trips that we sponsor.

Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting: 
January 9, 2025 7:00 pm

Membership Meeting:
January 16, 2025, 7:00 pm
Whitman College, Olin Hall Rm. 129

Board executives:
President: Bruce Barga
Secretary: Kay Barga
Treasurer: Justin Rodegerdts

Board members:
Membership chair: Matt Banderas 
Education chair: Phil Kahler & 
Sue Parrish, co-chairs 
Past President: Tim Parker 
Natural Area chair: Tom Land
Conservation chair: Glen Mendel
Program chair: Nancy Mitchell
Field Trips chair: Sue Parrish
At large: Rebecca Heisman, 
Kathy Howard, Michelle Dressler 
Jeanne McMenemy, Ben Vernasco, 
Jonathan  &  Melissa Webster 

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
liamhickey13@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:
Email: 
BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

BMAS Member Spotlight: 
January’s spotlight shines on: 

Bruce Barga
This year, our spotlight will feature members of Blue 
Mountain Audubon Society’s board of directors. We 
hope you will not only learn about BMAS leaders, 
but discover ways in which you can get involved as a 
volunteer. Our first board member to be featured is  
our president, Bruce Barga.

http://www.blumtn.org
mailto:liamhickey13@gmail.com
mailto:BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
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Bird Sightings 
Location: Walla Walla and Benton Counties 
Compiled by Bill Hickey

Long-tailed Duck, Red-tailed Hawk, Great-Horned 
Owl, Sandhill Crane, California Scrub Jay, Canada 
Jay, Short-eared Owl, Screech Owl, Canada Goose, 
Mallard, Red- Necked Grebe, Snow Bunting, Lesser 

Black-backed Gull, 
Cackling Goose, Amer-
ican Avocet, American 
Goshawk, Clark’s Nut-
cracker, Red-breasted 
Merganser, Evening 
Grosbeak, Red-breast-
ed Sapsucker, Osprey, 

Purple Finch, Dusky Grouse, Short-billed Gull, Blue 
Jay, Say’s Phoebe, Pacific Loon.
Please continue to send me your sightings!  
 liamhickey13@gmail.com
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January “On Your Own” 
Field Trip Ideas
We can’t count on the weather but we can still 

count birds. So on a warmer and less foggy day, 
get in your car, start your 2025 list, and see what you 
can find. Here are some ideas:

In Town: Blue Jays have been sighted on Sturm 
between Bryant and Aubin. Listen for their distinct 

call. Walk our tree lined streets at dusk and listen for 
Great-Horned and Screech Owls 

Heading East: South Fork Russel Creek Road:  
Only about 5 miles from town, this is a delight-

ful 1-2 mile walk along the stream.  Raptors, Owls, 
Kinglets, Woodpeckers and Varied Thrush can be 
found here in the winter. Also elk herds on the slopes.  
Take Russel Creek Road east, turn right onto Foster, 
then left onto S. fork Russel Creek. Park when the road 
turns to gravel. 
 

Lewis Peak Rd: Take it as up as far as you can. In 
the open fields you can find horned larks, various 

Red-breasted Merganser

soaring raptors, and sometimes Gray Partridge. Once 
in the forest, keep your eyes peeled for Crossbills, 
Nutcrackers, Pygmy Owl or even a Great Gray. To get 
there, head east on Hwy 12, after Dixie take a right at 
the top of the hill and keep right. 

Heading West:  About 1.5 mi. down Harvey Shaw 
Rd., Short-Eared Owls can be found hunting 

right after sunset. Heading west on Detour Rd., a 
variety of sparrows can be spotted in the bushes along 
the road. Once at the river, make a day of checking the 
Marina, Madame Dorian Park, McNary refuge and 
the Snake River dams. A large variety of waterfowl, 
plus loons and thousands of Snow Geese will make it 
all worthwhile. So get out there, enjoy the birds, find 
some rarities and 
report your sight-
ings to Bill Hickey 
at liamhickey13@
gmail.com. 
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Pacific Loon

Snow Geese

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Ice Harbor Dam

mailto:liamhickey13%40gmail?subject=
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Musings
Winter Wanderings
Story & photos by Chris Howard

One never knows what to expect when it 
comes to winter weather in Walla Walla. 

On December 17th I left Walla Walla at 8am, 
joined with a friend in Weston and we headed 
east for a day of x-country skiing in the snow 
covered Blue Mountains just a one hour drive 
from town. We reached Horseshoe Prairie, the 
Nordic ski area where we help maintain the 
winter x-country and snowshoe trails. Parking 
in the roadside parking lot we were delighted 
to find six inches of new snow on the ground 
and the trees covered in a thick white coating. 
We skied a wide loop on the designated trails 
through the beautiful 
snow-covered forest. 
We stopped for lunch 
at the warming shelter 
placed by the Blues 
Crew. The snow came 
down gently at first 
slowly increasing to a 
mini blizzard by the 
time we returned to the truck at 3 pm. What a 
wonderful winter adventure.

The next day, back in Walla Walla, the 
weather threw us a curve ball in the form 

of a Chinook with 40 mile per hour wind gusts. 
With the weather so warm, with sunshine and 
blue skies I grabbed my binoculars and camera 
and headed for Bennington Lake to find out 
how the birds were handling this windy spring- 
like weather. Since the road to the lake was 
closed for maintenance work, I walked in from 
Rooks Park. The birds were mostly hunkered 
down due to the wind although there were 
some Juncos, Robins and Kinglets. Always on 
the look out for owls, I dipped down into the 
thick forest along the canal to get out of the 

gusty wind. Bushwacking through the under-
growth I kept my eyes on the sprawling long 
limbed and inter-
twined Cottonwood 
trees. About half 
way through the 
grove I spotted two 
well camouflaged 
Great Horned Owls 
sitting on a horizontal branch just a few feet 
from each other. They had their backs to the 
wind and seemed to be resting peacefully. I 
quickly took photos and moved away to give 
them their privacy.

I left the woods and took the trail along the 
lake where there were 7 Common Mer-

gansers and 3 Hooded Mergansers in a group 
bobbing up and down on the wind driven waves. 
I searched in the trees along the lake for 
hidden Saw-whet Owls but had no luck. I had 
found one Saw-whet Owl on the Christmas 
bird count a few days before but that owl had 
changed its hideaway. One never knows where 
they will suddenly show up.

I turned around and began walking along the 
trail over looking the lake. I noticed a Great 

Blue Heron standing out in the wind driven big 
surf on the lake. To see it standing there was 
not too surprising but when he picked up a long 
piece of driftwood and jumped on it to surf 
the breaking waves to the beach I was amazed 
at his sense of 
moving balance. I 
thought I heard a 
squawk of COW-
ABUNGA!! lift 
into the unusual 
winter weather. 
Must be a migrant 
from Hawaii I 
thought.
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Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of 
Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve and enjoy birds, wildlife 
and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of our chapter activities. Through 
volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife 
and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972. 
BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at http://www.blumtn.org or on Facebook. 

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society: Complete the following information and mail along with a $25 
check for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon, PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name:

Address:

City:						      State:              Zip Code:

Phone:					    Email:

https://www.whitman.edu/campus-map

On January 16th, you will have the oppor-
tunity to share a book you’ve read about 

birds, conservation, the environment and re-
lated topics. Be prepared to briefly tell us why 
you think your book is a good read.

If you don't want to share a book, come and 
listen!  The list of shared books will be 

printed in the February issue of The Magpip-
er. To review the list of books shared last year, 
click here (see page 6).

Brush up on your bird trivia as we'll start 
the meeting with a QUIZ!

January Membership Book-sharing Meeting 
January 16th,7pm • Whitman College, Olin Hall, Room 129  

Bird Sites   By Sue Weiler 

Educational & entertaining articles gleaned from scientific research. 
Interesting article on evolution— perhaps this is related to PBS’s  Big Bird!
https://www.cnn.com/2024/06/03/science/genyornis-newtoni-skull-thunder-bird-scn/index.html

http://www.blumtn.org
https://www.cnn.com/2024/06/03/science/genyornis-newtoni-skull-thunder-bird-scn/index.html 

