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Blue Mountain Audubon Virtual
Memebership Meeting

April 15, 7:00 p.m. PDT

Photos courtesy CARRI

CARRI’s Barn Owl
and American Kestrel
Research
Presented by Scott Rashid

This will be a virtual event, please visit blumtn.org
for the link to the Zoom meeting.
Members of the Colorado Avian Research and
Rehabilitation Institute (CARRI) have been
working with Both Barn Owls and American
Kestrels for years, building and placing nest boxes
for both.
We have cameras in several boxes of both species.
Having cameras in the nest boxes has enabled us to
learn aspects of the birds’ natural history that we
would be unable to obtain any other way. By using
cameras, we have been able to document aspects of
the bird’s natural history including egg laying dates,
hatching dates, food preferences, feeding of the
young, and much more.

Scott Rashid is the
director of the Colorado
Avian Research and
Rehabilitation Institute in
Estes Park, Colorado. He
joined BMAS in January
to speak about Small
Mountain Owls and his
well-attended presentation
motivated us to invite him
back! To read more about
CARRI, go to: http://
www.carriep.org/.
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Virtual Membership Meeting
April 15, 7:00 p.m. PT
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President’s Corner
By Chris Howard

Welcome to Spring! While there is still many feet of snow in
the mountains high above our valley, there are flowering trees
and daffodils and crocuses putting on a colorful show all around
town. Sandhill Cranes have made their long flight north and have
been observed at locations spotlighted in last month’s Magpiper.
Blue Mountain Audubon is continuing efforts to make outdoor
exploration fun and inviting. We continue our Tuesday morning
Bennington Lake Bird walk which will really get exciting with the
arrival of Spring migrants. We meet at the parking lot at 8:00am.
We are excited to offer our first in person field trip of the year, with
Mike Denny leading the group to the Millet Ponds. There will
be no carpooling and we will keep appropriate social distancing.
The Fort Walla Walla Natural area has never been more inviting
than it is now with the stairs being newly remodeled and the
trails spread with bark. Birds are singing everywhere down there
on a sunny spring day. The third Thursday, April 15th will bring
an interesting and entertaining presentation by Scott Rashid on
Kestrels and Barn Owls. This will be a zoom meeting with the
online link available from our website at blumnt.org. Everyone is
invited to all our events free of charge. See you there!

Fort Walla Walla Natural Area

By Chris Howard
Blue Mountain Audubon offers kudos to the Blues Crew, a nature
based trail maintenance group of the Blue Mountain Land Trust,
for joining with us in a work party at the Natural Area that
took place on March 6th. The
effort was two pronged in its
approach. One group worked
very hard remodeling the stairs
leading down into the natural
area making the stairs much
safer even under adverse weather
conditions. The other group
worked equally hard spreading
an extensive new layer of bark
on a number of the Natural Area
trails. The Natural Area is now
in great shape with totally open
trails and the arrival of spring
bird migrants. We also have a
Continued on p. 3
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April Field Trip:
The Millet Pond
Saturday, April 17

8:30 a.m. to approx. 3:00 p.m.
Leader: Mike Denny
By Sue Parrish,
Photos by Jim Parrish

American avocet

Wilson’s warbler
This month, on April 17th, join Mike Denny on a
“real” field trip to the Millet Pond to discover some
amazing spring arrivals. Birds arriving at this great
spot in April should include shore birds such as
Black necked Stilts, Avocets, Yellowlegs and maybe
even White Faced Ibis. Warblers found may be
Orange Crowned, Yellow, and Nashville. Swallows
will be soaring and waterfowl will be wallowing
in this vast marshy area. Not to mention the other
fauna and flora that will be pointed out by our
expert naturalist, Mike Denny.

We’ll be traveling in a caravan, but in case you get
lost or decide to go on your own someday, here
are the directions. The Millet Pond is located along
the last few miles of the Walla Walla River, before
it enters the Columbia. After crossing the river on
Hwy 12, take the first road to the right, and then
stay left, following the gravel road to a right turn
towards Blind #13. Loads of parking at the end.

Logistics to ensure a safe trip:
● 8:30 a.m. Meet at the Harper Joy Theater parking
lot on the Whitman College campus.
● Drive your own car, no carpooling...we will
caravan out there.
● And once there, socially distance!
● Bring a lunch, water, and binoculars.
Happy Birding and Yeah for Spring. And for more
birds arriving in local areas make sure to check out
Ginger Shoemakes’ “April Arrivals” article in this
issue of the Magpiper.

Natural Area continued from p. 2
sub-committee of the Parks Department planning
to establish a native plant area in a small portion of
the upper acreage. A friend of mine was recently
telling me how excited his young boy was when he
was able to explore on the Natural Area trails. Let’s
get those kids off the tv and computer to experience
nature in real life. See you there!
April 2021
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April Arrivals
By Ginger Shoemake
Things really start picking up in April as more
spring birds return. It’s time to get those
hummingbird feeders back out (if you didn’t leave
one out for the wintering Anna’s hummingbird)
because late April is when they return. Also, start
checking out the nests and platforms for osprey.
They should be back in early April, if they haven’t
returned already. Here’s a list of some species I’ll be
watching out for, and where I hope to find them.

Blue winged teal —Millet ponds
Cinnamon teal —Millet ponds,
Osprey —Highway 12 (platforms around
Lowden), Bennington Lake

Swainson’s hawk —south of Lowden/Touchet
Black-necked stilt —Wallula Junction Pond,
Millet ponds

Black-chinned hummingbird —backyard
feeders, Bennington Lake

Calliope hummingbird —backyard feeders,
Bennington Lake

Rufous hummingbird —backyard feeders,
Foster Road

Red-naped sapsucker —Jasper Mountain
Road

Hammond’s flycatcher —Bennington Lake
Western kingbird —Bennington Lake
Cassin’s vireo —Jasper Mountain Road
Bank swallow —Berney Drive, Bennington
Lake

Barn swallow —Mill Creek, Foster Road,
Seaman Road

Millet ponds

House wren —Bennington Lake
Orange-crowned warbler —Rooks Park,

Millet ponds

Nashville warbler —Millet ponds, Bennington

ponds

Yellow warbler —Bennington Lake, Rooks

Lake, Millet ponds

Townsend’s warbler —Jasper Mountain

American avocet —Wallula Junction Pond,
Greater yellowlegs —Wallula Junction Pond,
Lesser yellowlegs —Millet ponds, Tyson
Spotted sandpiper —Mill Creek, Bennington
Western sandpiper —Tyson ponds
Least sandpiper —Tyson ponds
Vaux’s swift —Mill Creek, Bennington Lake
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Seaman Road
Lake
Park

Road, Biscuit Ridge Road

Chipping sparrow —Bennington Lake
Lazuli bunting —Bennington Lake, Foster
Road, Seaman Road
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Photo by Chris Howard

Musings

A Special Time of Day
By Chris Howard
There is a special time of day which many
people are not comfortable with or at least
not familiar with. It is the time of partial
darkness. The time after the sun has set
before it is pitch dark. The reverse is true in
the morning. It is my favorite time of day. It
is when all the action happens in the natural
world. The owls come out of hiding. The
deer begin browsing. The fox are prowling.
Anything can happen.
On the first day of spring I set my alarm
for 5:30 and forced myself out of bed to
celebrate the equinox. I arrived at Bennington
Lake in the pre-dawn darkness of 6am.
Grabbing my binoculars and camera, I headed
down from the parking lot and across the mud
flats to the trail that circles the lake. As I
turned to go up the trail toward the hill I
looked up to see one of my favorite friends
silhouetted against the grey sky. A Great
Horned Owl. I walked past the owl then heard
a deep resonating HOOOOOT HOOOOOT.
Down the trail a little further I was startled
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by the loud SCROWWCCCHHH! of a Great
Blue Heron flying low overhead. Were the
two loud, expressive birds guardians of the
pathway or harbingers of Spring? Before
long I made it up the trail to the top of the
hill overlooking the whole area. The sky was
becoming lighter by the minute but clouds
blocked the eastern horizon. I sat alone at
the top of the hill and gave thanks for the
beauty of our Blue Mountains and our planet
as the colors became brighter and the sky
began turning blue. Looking out over the lake,
I heard the quaking of ducks and honking of
geese as they began flying out of the lake
in pairs or small flocks soaring off into the
distance. Soon there were just a few that
chose to remain in their nighttime watery
roosting spot.
I returned to the trail and continued my
journey around the lake. As I climbed up the
rise to the bench on the east side of the
lake, I heard a loud honking and watched as
a magnificent snow white Tundra Swan rose
off the lake with its long neck stretched out
and wings flapping slowly only to disappear in
the distance. Hiking quietly while listening to
Robin’s morning songs, I arrived at the site
of a Great Horned Owl sitting on a nest not
far from the trail. Before arriving at the nest
I spotted the male owl well-hidden on the
branch of a nearby Cottonwood. Soon these
two parents will have owlets to feed.
Completing the circumnavigation of the lake, I
arrived back at the parking lot. I gave a long
look at the hole in the cliff where I viewed
another Great Horned owl still sitting patiently
on the eggs that should be hatching any day.
By now the sun had risen above the clouds
and I returned home under the beautiful blue
skies of the first day of Spring. It is definitely
worthwhile to get out of bed early!
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In the Field

ture up the rest of the way, but we found 9 western
bluebirds and a beautiful pair of mountain bluebirds
near the lower boxes.

Migrants began arriving the first week of March.
Pam Fisher was the first to find a western bluebird
– along the canal at Bennington Lake. She also saw
a western meadowlark in the same area. Then on
March 4, MerryLynn found a beautiful adult drake
cinnamon teal at the Millet Pond. The next day she
and Mike found both tree swtallows and violet green
swallows at the Millet Pond.

MerryLynn found two long-billed curlews on Riggs
Road on March 17. They are just starting to come
in so hopefully they will be around for a few weeks.
She also found an osprey at Peninsula Unit along the
Columbia River the same day. This is the earliest
record she has of them in the county.

By Ginger Shoemake

The two sandhill cranes that were spotted at Wallula
Junction pond by the Betts and others the last week of
February were still around on March 5. Rodger and I
drove over there to watch them mucking around in the
mud that morning. We missed seeing them last year
because of the pandemic and warnings to not travel,
so it was a big treat to see them again. Of course the
Othello area is famous for crane viewing, but there
is a place closer to Walla Walla where you can see
several hundred of them. It’s Snively Road near West
Richland.
RJ Baltierra found two loggerhead shrikes on Nine
Mile Canyon road and a ferruginous hawk on March
5. He also noted that were over 10,000 snow geese
and 40 white-fronted geese at McNary NWR Headquarters.
March is the last month Rodger and I survey three
different areas for wintering raptors as part of the East
Cascades Audubon SocietyWinter Raptor Survey.
Volunteers cover routes in parts of Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Northern California. If you want
to learn more about the surveys go online to the East
Cascade Audubon Society site and check out what
has been seen over the years since the survey was first
started. On March 11, we drove the route northwest of
Walla Walla. We found a pair of ferruginous hawks
near the platform on North Touchet Road. We also
saw great horned owls on nests in five different locations and a prairie falcon on Dry Creek Road.
On March 13, Rodger and I drove up Jasper Mountain Road past the first group of bluebird boxes to see
what we could find. The road was too snowy to venApril 2021

The great blue herons are active at their rookery west
of Whitman Mission. We counted at least 19 of them
standing by nests when we drove by on March 19.
Chris Howard went out to Bennington before sunrise
on March 21 in celebration of the first day of spring...
it was beautiful! He saw 5 owls-4 great horned owls
and a barn owl. On the water was a tundra swan,
bufffleheads, wigeons, mallards, ring-necked ducks,
common mergansers, and one great blue heron. Lots
of robins were singing loudly to welcome the spring.
MerryLynn watched a turkey vulture fly off its roost
at Hollebeke HMU on March 20. It quickly caught
a thermal in the wind and ascended rapidly. Chris
Howard had one soar over his house the same day, so
keep your eyes peeled, they’re moving through.
On March 22, Linda Hanson watched a bluejay fly
into the platform feeder in her yard, grab a peanut and
fly off. She has had one and sometimes two of them
visit her feeder about once a week for several months.
After finishing the Tuesday Bennington Lake walk
on March 23, Linda Hanson checked out the hole in
the parking lot cliff where Chris had spotted the barn
owl on March 21. She was able to see just the top of
its head and eyes peeking out from the lower part of
the hole. Then she walked up to the grove above the
parking lot and found several species feeding including a white-throated sparrow, two spotted towhees
and a mountain chickadee.
Things will pick up considerably in April as
more migrants return. Keep your eyes peeled and
let me know what you are seeing by emailing
housewren084@gmail.com Happy Spring!
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Mission Statement:

Blue Mountain Audubon Society
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.
Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on
Facebook.

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106,
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

