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President’s Corner
By Chris Howard

Welcome to all those interested in nature, conservation, and birds
wherever they may be. Blue Mountain Audubon continues to offer
connections with nature through our Tuesday morning bird walks,
the beauty and wonders of our Arthur G. Rempel Fort Walla Walla
Natural area, our monthly Magpiper and our constantly updated
Audubon facebook page. In these days of social distancing going
out in nature is one of the best ways to find peace and appreciation
in the world around us. We are fortunate to live in a place where
emersion in nature is just minutes away. While you are at home
during the day or in the evenings, the National Audubon website
offers an array of rich and abundant nature oriented news,
advocacy opportunities, native plant information, photography
and many other opportunities for enjoyment and learning. If
you have the means and the desire to donate to a worthy nonprofit organization at the end of year, please consider supporting
Blue Mountain Audubon Society. We have numerous projects to
accomplish in 2021.

Annual Christmas Bird Count

The 47th Annual Christmas Bird Count will
be held Sunday December 20, 2020.
This years count will be very different because of COVID.
MerryLynn will still be organizing the count as far as who goes
where. Those of you who have participated in the past and want
to cover “your” area—please let MerryLynn know by Dec 15.
m.denny@charter.net
There will be no gathering the morning of the count to hand out
clipboards. The sheets will be attached to the Magpiper, so those
participating can download. As far as starting time—we usually try
for 7:30 a.m., but it will be up to those who come out— just be sure
you fill out the form. There will be a Zoom meeting at 5:30 pm on
the 20th to share the highlights of the day—and results can be sent
to MerryLynn via email. Find the zoom link on blumtn.org.
Feeder counters are appreciated—as long as you are within 7 miles
of Bennington Lake—the center of the count circle. Send your
count in by email as well.
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Winter Birding Ideas
By Sue Parrish, Photos by Jim Parrish
Even though we’re not spending time with extended
family and friends, we can still hang out with the
birds. During the cold and blustery weather, there
are some amazing winter birds to be found right
here in our county. Here are suggestions on where
to find them. Some are long shots, but if you find
them, what a treat!
Blue Jays These noisy, beautiful blue and white Jays
have shown up lately in the urban forest within the
city of Walla Walla. Neighborhoods where they have
been seen include the area between Wallowa Road
and Tietan, up to Wauna Vista, as well as along E.
Chestnut between Division and Fern. To find them,
just walk these neighborhoods and listen for their
noisy loud “jeer” call. If you’re feeling lucky, put
out some peanuts on a platform feeder and they
may come to you.
Rough Legged
Hawks, Redpolls
Take Nine Mile
Canyon road clear to
the top.( It’s found
by heading west on
Hwy 12 and turning
right immediately
before crossing the
WW river) Scan the
sky for “Roughys”, beautiful hawks identified by
the black patches on their “elbows”. Look carefully
through the sagebrush and you’ll be sure to spot
dozens of American and Lesser Goldfinch, Juncos, a
few Shrikes, and if you’re lucky perhaps Common
Redpolls. Redpolls are small with a beautiful rosy
blush on their head. They’re found in flocks feeding
on weed seeds. Both Roughys and Redpolls spend
the summer nesting in the arctic and migrate south
for the winter.

winter. A good spot is in the Clyde area, along
Sheffler and Lower Monumental Dam roads. Look
carefully along the road and out into the stubble
fields. You will undoubtedly find dozens of
Horned Larks, and if you’re lucky, Snow Buntings
and Longspurs. On the way out, keep your eyes
peeled for Roughys, Red tailed Hawks and in the
late afternoon, Great Horned owls perched on the
power poles.
Snow Geese Literally thousands of these beautiful
birds can be found in the ponds and fields around
McNary Wildlife refuge just east of Burbank. It’s
such a thrill to listen as the sky fills with string after
string flying over, all calling to eachother. And
when they land, acres will turn white; maybe that’s
why they’re called snow geese.
Snowy Owls
Perhaps the
Holy Grail of
owls in our
area, Snowys
can be found
here many
winters. The
best sites have
been near the
intersection
of Dodd and
Britton Roads.
(Take Hwy 12
to Dodd Rd at
Tyson foods, or
take a right at
the four way intersection at the top of Nine Mile
Canyon) Look for them out in the fields, sitting on
sagebrush, fenceposts or beehives. They have even
been spotted in the fields along Highway 12 near
Touchet, as well as in the Burbank area.
So, the weather’s cool, but so are the winter
migrants to be found. Keep binoculars in you car
and your eyes peeled!

Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs These
are also arctic migrants that can be found here the
December 2020
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Musings

The Lone Goose
By Chris Howard
For the last few months, largely due to the
upheavals in our country, I have been thinking
a lot about issues like diversity and inclusion.
More recently I started wondering how
those principals apply to the animal world.
I wondered how birds choose their flock
mates. Often they are observed in a grouping
of their own species but sometimes that is
not the case. This morning I was watching
a flock of Black Capped Chickadee flittering
and chittering in some willow trees when I
noticed one was a Mountain Chickadee and, as
is often the case, there was a Ruby Crowned
Kinglet in the flock. This flock offered even
more diversity as there were a few Yellow
Rump Warblers mixing with the others. Are
they all flocking together for company? For
protection? Sharing a food source? We have
Dogwood Trees and a Crabapple tree in our
yard which at some time during the winter will
be descended upon by a mixed flock of Robins,
Cedar Waxwings and Starlings. They will
quickly devour the berries.

And then there are some birds that don’t
seem concerned about living a solo life. It is
pretty rare to see a Townsend Solitaire in a
couple let alone a flock. How in the world do
they have offspring? Shrikes are another
bird that I rarely see in company with others
of its kind. As the weather gets colder and
the days get shorter we will begin to hear the
back and forth hooting of the Great Horned
Owls at Bennington as they seek to attract
their mates. The last few years there have
been 3 pairs of these owls nesting around the
lake. It is like an annual Easter egg hunt to try
to find where they are nesting. We’ll see what
happens this year.
This evening, while walking arm in arm with
my wife in the early evening with the halfmoon peering down and the stars beginning to
twinkle, we heard the plaintive call of a lone
Canada goose flying overhead. I imagined that
it was hurrying to join its flock settling in for
a moonlit evening on the lake.
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On a recent Tuesday morning bird walk at
Bennington Lake, we noticed that there was
a lone Snow Goose mixed in with large flock
of Common Mergansers. Did this lone goose
over-sleep and miss the takeoff of its family
flock? It did not have the juvenile plumage of
a teenager. Shortly after commenting on this
goose a lone Snow Goose came flapping and
honking over the lake. It circled right over
the left-behind goose and honked…”Come on!
Get your lazy tail feathers moving! The whole
flock is waiting for you!” About that time a
flock of 30+ Snow Geese came circling over
the lake which really got the lazy bird going!
It started paddling across the lake to take
off then flapped as hard as it could and finally
caught up with its family flock which was
disappearing over the hills.
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In the Field
By Ginger Shoemake

Chris Howard saw some nice waterfowl on
Bennington Lake on October 30 including three
horned grebes, three bufflehead and many common
mergansers. He also saw five killdeers. Before
sunrise on November 1, he again went out to the lake
and sent this report. “At 5:30 am I watched the full
moon set and hand off the light to the sun...A glorious
morning. There was an unbelievable multitude of
ducks and geese on the lake as the sky was just
getting light. Most of them took off as before the sun
rose over the mountains but I was able to identify
common mergansers, hooded mergansers, horned
grebes, scaups, pintails, Canada geese, lesser
goldfinches and FOUR great horned owls.”
Melissa Cummings had her first varied thrush of the
fall visit her yard on November 1. She also reported at
least one bluejay is still coming to her feeders. Later
in the month the number of bluejays had increased to
four, and they were joined by a Steller’s jay.
Rodger and I are once again doing raptor surveys this
winter. We have three routes north and east of Walla
Walla. Most of the birds we saw on our November
routes were red-tailed hawks, American kestrels and
northern harriers; but on our November 11 route we
spotted a merlin in a small tree near the entrance to
the Tyson meat plant. The same day we noticed over
200 Eurasian collared doves on Ash Hollow Road
just north of Cummins Road. It’s hard to believe that,
in 2006, we drove to Washtucna, WA with Mike and
MerryLynn so they could show us a “rare” collared
dove that was seen there!
On November 9, Rodger and I drove over to Ice
Harbor Dam to check out the waterfowl that had
been reported on ebird from there. There were
hundreds of ducks, geese and gulls. If you want to
see waterfowl in large numbers this is a good place
to go. Some of the more interesting species we saw
were a red-necked grebe, a red-breasted merganser,
several Bonaparte’s gulls along with many Barrow’s
goldeneyes, a Pacific loon and a snow goose. After
spending a couple hours there we drove over to
McNary Headquarters. The number of snow geese
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there was staggering. The waters to the east of the
road that intersects the ponds was solid white. We
estimated several thousand geese on the water and in
the air. There were also several tundra swans and
tons of other waterfowl.
On November 11, Mike and MerryLynn found a
Lapland longspur in with many horned larks on
Scheffler Road near Lower Monumental Road.
This is a place that they have been seen in the past,
and is always a good area to check, especially after
a snowfall. On November 21 they found five of
them in with all the horned larks and a bonus snow
bunting.
Linda Hanson saw 62 snow geese on Bennington
Lake on November 12. Other birds of note were
a pied-billed grebe, a Bonaparte’s gull, 7 hooded
mergansers and 40 common mergansers.
Kathy Howard saw a wood duck on the pond at
Pioneer Park on November 16. She also mentioned
that she saw two golden eagles in the Blue Mountains
on November 6.
Four people walked Bennington Lake on November
17 and saw some great birds including five tundra
swans, nineteen snow geese, two eared grebes and
eight ruddy ducks. Then two bald eagles flew over one adult and one immature.
On November 20 while working on his latest project
with Dan Biggs, Mike Denny found two long-tailed
ducks and a black scoter at Warehouse Beach on the
Columbia River in Umatilla County.
On November 22 Chris Howard was at the
Bennington Lake parking lot after the sun had gone
down and the half moon was shining. He heard the
great horned owl pair hooting at each other. Looking
around he spotted them on a branch together. One
flew off toward the cliff but he wasn’t sure if it went
into one of the holes or not. It won’t be long before
they will be mating and we will be watching the cliff
for signs of a new family.
A snowy owl was seen in Seattle recently, so keep
your eyes open, maybe we’ll get one in Walla Walla
County! Let me know what you are seeing during
December. Email housewren084@gmail.com with
your sightings.
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Bird of the Month

By Ginger Shoemake

Snow
Goose

Anser caerulescens
Watching huge flocks of Snow Geese swirl down
from the sky, amid a cacophony of honking, is
a little like standing inside a snow globe. These
loud, white-and-black geese can cover the ground
in a snowy blanket as they eat their way across
fallow cornfields or wetlands. Among them, you
might see a dark form with a white head—a color
variant called the “Blue Goose.” Snow Geese have
skyrocketed in numbers and are now among the
most abundant waterfowl on the continent.
Snow Geese breed in colonies on Canadian and
Northern Alaskan tundra in the vicinity of the
coast, from the high arctic to the subarctic. They
choose areas near ponds, shallow lakes, coastal
salt marshes, or streams (including river islands),
preferring rolling terrain that loses its snow early
and escapes flooding during spring thaw. They
winter in regions on both American coasts as well
as in some inland areas, frequenting open habitats

like marshes, grasslands, marine inlets, freshwater
ponds, and agricultural fields. Snow Geese stay with
the same mate for life. Nests are a scrape in the
ground lined with plant material and down feathers.
Clutch size is 2-6 chicks.
They are vegetarians with voracious appetites for
grasses, sedges, rushes, forbs, horsetails, shrubs,
and willows. They will consume nearly any part
of a plant—including seeds, stems, leaves, tubers,
and roots—either by grazing, shearing plants off
at ground level, or ripping entire stems from the
ground. In winter and during migration they also
eat grains and young stems of farm crops, along
with a variety of berries. Goslings may eat fruits,
flowers, horsetail shoots, and fly larvae. Their main
activities are feeding and resting: they forage on
foot and sleep while sitting, standing on one leg, or
swimming. During migration and winter, they roost
mainly at night and afloat
They have returned by the thousands to McNary
National Wildlife Refuge and other places in the
county including Bennington Lake. Every year
there seem to be more coming, making Walla Walla
County a major wintering site for the species. If
you haven’t done so already, get out there and see
this awesome spectacles of the natural world.

Mission Statement:

Blue Mountain Audubon Society
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.
Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on
Facebook.

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106,
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

AREA #______________
DATE _________________

Happy X-MAS

BIRD COUNT

WEATHER_________________________________

Thank you for volunteering your time!
Names of Participants (please print):

Finishing Time_________________

_____________________________________

Starting Time____________________

_____________________________________

TOTAL TIME_____________

_____________________________________

Ending mileage__________________

_____________________________________

Starting mileage__________________

Miles on Foot_____________________

Total Miles________________

Hours on Foot_____________________
Hours in Car______________________

You can send sheet to MerryLynn by
email or drop off at 1354 SE Central, CP.

Exotic Species/Escapees
____________________________

Feeder Counters:
Time________________________

WALLA WALLA CBC TALLY SHEET
TOTAL
SPECIES COUNT

AREA #____________________
TOTAL
SPECIES COUNT

Canada Goose

Black-capped Chickadee

Wood Duck
American Wigeon
Mallard
Northern Shoveler
Green-winged Teal
Ring-necked Duck
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
California Quail
Ring-necked Pheasant
Wild Turkey
Great Blue Heron
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
American Coot
Killdeer
Rock Pigeon
Eurasian Collared-Dove

Mountain Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Pacific Wren
Bewick's Wren
American Dipper
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Townsend's Solitaire
Hermit Thrush
American Robin

Mourning Dove
Barn Owl
Western Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Belted Kingfisher
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
American Kestrel
Merlin
Northern Shrike
Steller's Jay
Black-billed Magpie
American Crow
Common Raven
Horned Lark

Please write down UNCOMMON SPECIES on back

Varied Thrush
European Starling

Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Dark-eyed Junco

Slate-colored
White-crowned Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Spotted Towhee
Red-winged Blackbird
Western Meadowlark
Brewer's Blackbird
House Finch
Pine Siskin
Lesser Goldfinch
American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow

TOTAL NUMBER OF SPECIES

