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Blue Mountain Audubon Society
December Field Trip 

2022 Christmas Bird 
Count —Saturday, December 17
Organized by MerryLynn Denny

Please let MerryLynn know (m.denny@charter.
net) if you are planning on coming out for the day 
by December 11 so she can assign folks to areas. 

For those counting an area we will meet at 
Harper Joy Theater parking lot at 
7:30 am where clipboards with maps and list 
will be handed out. Feeder/yard counters are needed 
too – if you live within 7.5 miles of Bennington 
Lake please keep track of birds —species AND 
numbers and email your results. 

Count week includes 3 days before and after the 
count – any species NOT seen on count day will be 
added to the total so please keep track of any rare/
unusual species. 

Wrap-up at Fort Walla Walla 
Museum this year at 5 pm  

Potluck style supper—soup, bread, salads, desserts 
welcome but feel free to come without. Always a 
fun time to share what was seen during the day. 
Again please let MerryLynn know if you are 
coming so the museum will know how many tables 
to set up. Hope to see you there!

November Sightings:
By Bill Hickey

Includes the Tuesday am walk at Bennington  and 
the birds noted on the Turkey Trot, and a home 
feeder.

White crowned sparrows, Juncos, Starlings, Canada 
Geese, White Fronted Goose, Northern Flicker, 
Great Horned Owl, Ruddy ducks, Mallards, 
Goshawk, Red tailed hawk, Rough legged hawk, 
Peregrine, Merlin, Raven, Chickadees, Towhee, 
Townsend Solitaire, Turkey, Ruby crowned kinglet, 
Pigeon, Belted kingfisher, Mountain quail, Western 
grebe, Pied billed grebe, Buffleheads, Hooded 
merganser, American coot, House finch, Goldfinch, 
black throated hummingbird (reported at home 
feeder in town).

Apologies for the birds I missed recording.  Up to 
November 22nd.  Will continue to add until end of 
month naturally.  

Hooded Merganser

mailto:m.denny%40charter.net?subject=CBC
mailto:m.denny%40charter.net?subject=CBC


December 2022 Page 2

Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting
December 8, 7:00 p.m.

Membership Meeting
No Membership Meeting

Christmas Bird Count
December 17

Board of Directors
President: Tim Parker
Vice President: Bruce Barga
Secretary: Kay Barga
Treasurer: Chris Scarr
Conservation: Mike Denny
Education: Kay Barga, Phil Kahler, 
and Sue Parrish
Membership: Matt Banderas
Programs and
Publicity: Nancy Mitchell
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: Kathy Howard
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Sue Parrish
Magpiper Layout: Wendy Foster
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Bird Sightings: Bill Hickey
Bird Safety Advocate: Bruce Barga

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
liamhickey13@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:
Email: BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Bird Sites
By Sue Weiler 

Educational and entertaining articles gleaned 
from scientific research on the internet.

Scientists find new hummingbird colors
The plumage of hummingbirds has more color diversity than 
the feathers of all other birds combined, a recent study finds. 
Researchers from Yale University collected feathers from 
specimens of 114 hummingbird species and, using a spectrometer, 
documented the wavelengths of light they reflected. These 
wavelengths were then compared with those found in a previous 
study of 111 other bird species, including penguins and parrots. 
The researchers were surprised to find new colors in the hummers, 
which widened the known avian color gamut by 56% and included 
rarely seen saturated greens and blues.

https://www.nature.com/articles/s42003-022-03518-2

Valley Giving Guide
Check out the BMAS page in the Valley Giving Guide! We need 
your support! See valleygivingguide.org.

Velvet Purple Coronet
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Blue Mountain Audubon Society
Turkey Trot Report
By Sue Parrish
November 12th was cold and overcast, but 
nevertheless ten hardy birders joined Tom Scribner 
searching for turkeys.  And in less than 5 miles, 
success! as 23 of the gobblers were found on Five 
Mile Road. By mornings end, 54 Turkeys were 
spotted and a total of 24 species were discovered. 
Highlights included a Merlin posing on Scenic 
Loop, a family of four dippers dipping for lunch 
in Mill Creek, four Western Bluebirds on Meiners 
road, and a bold Great Horned owl staring us 
down.  All in all, it was a great morning of birding, 
as well as the joy of soaking in the fall beauty of our 
foothills. And Tom made it extra special by creating 
a “treasure hunt”. For more details on that, join 
us next year.  Thanks to all who joined us, and of 
course a huge thank you to Tom or continuing this 
fun November tradition. 

December’s  field trip is the  Christmas Bird 
Count, December 17!!! Check out the writeup from 
Merrylynn Denny for all the fun details. 

Arthur G. Rempel   
FT Walla Walla Natural Area
By Chris Howard
The Natural Area has been transformed by the 
cold and snow to its wide-open landscape view. 
The leaves are now coloring the forest floor and 
the blackberry bushes have settled down into their 
winter repose. The days are shorter but the trails are 
clear and inviting. Exploring the area during early 
morning dawn or evening dusk increases the chances 
of spotting one or more of the resident foxes. It is an 
eye opener to visit the Natural Area through out the 
year to see for yourself how nature changes as each 
season moves through.

Photo by C
hris H

ow
ard

Western Bluebird
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Musings
Frozen Beauty
By Chris Howard, Photos by Chris Howard

There is nothing like a few days of below 
freezing temperatures and a delicate layer 
snow white hoarfrost coating the foliage 
to lock in the reality of winter approaching. 
“Here I come, ready or not” winter calls to 
us as vee after vee of geese honk their way 
across the sky. I find the coating of hoarfrost 
to be especially beautiful when looking out 
over Bennington Lake, with the landscape 
radiating a subtle silver sheen over all the 
brown and gold fall colors. This year, it seems 
as if the cold temperatures caught the trees 
by surprise and many of them are still covered 
in leaves which appear to be frozen to the 
branches. While it is enjoyable to view the 
distant frozen landscape, what I really find 
interesting is how the           hoarfrost has 
so delicately coated the strands of spider 
webs which illuminate the geometric intricacy 
of the spider’s creation. I am amazed at 

how such a little creature can create such 
a complicated and sturdy display. And, of 
course, as soon as the temperature rises and 
the frost melts, the spiders art work goes 
back into hiding.
It’s not only the spiders who are hiding, the 
annual hide and seek game we play with the 
Great Horned Owls at Bennington Lake is well 
under way. Each year we know there are 1 to 3 
pairs of the large owls that usually begin their 
mating hoots back and forth to each other 
beginning on late November evenings. This 
hooting hopefully leads to a coming together 
and the pair finding a spot to lay their eggs 
and raise the owlets. Owls do not build their 
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Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a 
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106, 
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name: __________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________

Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

Blue Mountain Audubon Society Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger 
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve 
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of 
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation 
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society 
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on 
Facebook. 

own nests but instead claim an old hawk or 
raven nest which are often very precarious 
and some barely make it through the raising 
of the offspring. Another nest sight might be 
a hole in a cliff. The last few years a pair of 
Great Horns had occupied and raised young 
in a hole in the cliff right above the busy 
and noisy parking lot. It was a true gift to 
be able to pull out the binoculars and camera 
and watch the owls display their family life 
to us curious two-leggeds. This year we were 
surprised and disappointed to find that the 
hole in the cliff had eroded away. This act of 
nature has forced the owls to find a different 
nest sight and we owl watchers are challenged 
to find them. On a couple of frozen evenings 
in mid-November, my wife, Janaki, and I went 
out hoping to see or hear the owls getting 
down to the business of finding their mates. 
Walking around the lake there were plenty 
of sounds from the multitudes of geese and 
ducks loudly announcing their landing plans 
to those waiting below. There were not many 
sounds of owls hooting to each other. Janaki, 
who has much better hearing than I, heard 

one pair briefly hooting to each other. The 
next evening we searched again but nothing 
was seen or heard. Daytime searches have 
revealed 3 different owls on their daytime 
roost but no pairs. It appears that the hide 
and seek game shall continue well into the 
season. Stay tuned!

Great Horned Owl
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