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Thursday, November 17, 2022, 7:00 p.m., Olin
Hall, Room 129, Whitman College campus*

Chasing Birds in the
Amazon and the Alpine:
Stories from a Field Biologist

Dr. Ben Veranasco will share stories from
his research in two contrasting habitats, the
Ecuadorian Amazon and the Wallowa Mountains
of Northeastern Oregon. He will begin with an
overview of the Neotropical manakins, a family
of birds known for their acrobatic courtship
displays, and then share his work focused on the
causes and consequences of individual differences
in the complex social behavior of male Wire-tailed
Manakins. Shifting back to North America, he will
give an overview of North America’s rosy-finches
and share his work focused on the natural history
and ecology of the Wallowa Rosy-finch, a subspecies
of the Gray-crowned Rosy-finch that exclusively
breeds in the Wallowa Mountains. Through this
work, Ben will exemplify the value of combining
intensive field biology with complex laboratory
analyses for greatly advancing our understanding
of the complex social lives of individual animals
and poorly understood species threatened by global
change.

Wire-tailed Manakin

Wallowa Rosy- finch

Dr. Ben Veranasco

Ben is originally from the North Bay Area and
Sacramento. He received his undergraduate
degree from the Wildlife Department at Cal Poly
Humboldt in 2013, where he discovered his passion
for birds through field trips with the Redwood
Region Audubon Society and while volunteering
at Humboldt Bay Bird Observatory. After a year
of seasonal field jobs, Ben joined the Biology
Department at Virginia Tech as a PhD student and
the Interfaces of Global Change Interdisciplinary
Graduate Education Program as a Fellow. Since
Virginia Tech, he has gone on to join the School of
Biological Sciences at Washington State University
Pullman as a Postdoctoral Researcher in the lab of
Dr. Heather Watts.
*To view a campus map, go to: https://www.
whitman.edu/campus-map
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Photo: Himalayan griffon vultures serve a key ecosystem function,
but may also face a higher risk of disappearing from their current
habitat. JED WEINGARTEN/WILD WONDERS OF CHINA/
NPL/MINDEN PICTURES

Bird Sites
By Sue Weiler

Educational and entertaining articles gleaned
from scientific research on the internet.
https://www.science.org/content/article/most-distinctive-birdsare-ones-most-risk-extinction
Diversity is important in both natural ecosystems and human
communities. Imagine how dull the world would be without it,
and how tattered the web of life would be without the services of
specialized niche species.

Bird Sightings
It is with great appreciation that we thank Ginger Shoemake for
her many years of service to Blue Mountain Audubon and the
Magpiper. Ginger has announced her retirement during which
she will continue to watch birds and send in her sightings to our
new sightings volunteer, Bill Hickey. Bill has generously agreed to
be the person to take our sightings and write the column for the
Magpiper. Please send your sightings and photos to Bill Hickey at
his email address which is: liamhickey13@gmail.com. Thanks Bill,
for taking on this valuable service to Blue Mountain Audubon.
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November Field Trip—Annual Turkey Trot
Saturday November 12th, 8:30 to 1:00 pm

It’s the month of Turkeys and beautiful fall colors, so join Tom Scribner as we head to
the foothills to find both. Over the years, Tom has become an expert at finding these
big birds, so we’re bound to find them by the dozen as we drive the foothills between
here and Waitsburg. He’s also scoped out some secret spots for Great Horned Owls.
And for those with super sharp eyes, he has included hidden surprises to be spotted
along the way. So bring along the whole family for a fun filled day trip. Meet at the
Harper Joy Parking lot at 8:30 am, dress for the weather and bring water and snacks.
Happy November, Gobble Gobble, and thanks Tom.

Arthur G. Rempel

FT Walla Walla Natural Area

On October 19th a cadre of 10 students and one instructor from Walla Walla
University arrived at the Arthur G. Rempel Fort Walla Walla Natural Area (Natural
Area) to join with 5 Audubon members to spread chips on a number of the trails.
Wheel barrows, pitchfork and rakes were the tools of choice as we divided into 3 work
groups of 5 each. Everyone worked hard pitchforking, wheeling and raking from 9 to
noon to successfully cover a number of trails which will help to keep them weed free
and open for months to come. Thanks so much to the students and staff from the
WWU. It was a pleasure to meet and work with such hard working and positive young
people who I hope will return to the Natural Area just for fun in the future. Also,
thanks to Tom Land, Doug Morton, Aaron Randall, Bruce Barga and Chris Howard
for their work in organizing and working side by side with the students!
Photo by Chris Howard
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They coated the branches and grasses turning
a sizeable area orange. There had to be millions
of them as I kept seeing more and more of
them squirming together trying to find a warm
spot in the midst of the crowd. And we found
more than one gathering place. They must have
known cooler weather was on its way.

Musings

A Change in Seasons
By Chris Howard, Photos by Chris Howard
One never knows what the change of seasons
will bring. This year we were lucky enough to
have an “Indian Summer” that seemed like
it would last forever keeping the tomatoes
ripening on the vine. In early October, Kathy
(Janaki) and I decided to take advantage of
the summer-like weather and to go up in the
foothills to hike along Tiger Creek to look for
seasonal changes. We were not disappointed
as we came upon one of mother nature’s most
amazing fall events…the gathering of the
Ladybugs.
Driving up Mill Creek Road, I had noticed
swarms of bugs in the air at various points so
I had a hunch that they might be gathering
somewhere nearby. Sure enough, just a little
way up the Tiger Creek trail we came upon an
amazing congregation of the little Ladybugs.
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A week
later, after
the weather
had made a
sudden shift
to typical
cool and
rainy fall
weather,
I could
see there
was snow
starting to
accumulate
up in the mountains. I decided to grab my skis
and drive up there to see how much there
was. Before long I was driving from fall into
winter and the roadside trees were covered
in snow. Arriving at Horseshoe Prairie Nordic
Ski Area, it was 32 degrees and I found 6
inches of pristine snow just waiting for me to
ski. Heading down one of the ski trails, I found
some slender Tamarack trees that had been
surprised by the sudden change in weather.
They still had their yellow needles and were
bent over in an arch with tips touching the
ground level snow due to the weight of the
snow caught on the branches and needles. As
I skied up to them, I was able to bang off the
snow on the branches and they slowly raised
back to their upright stance with the snow
removed. It was a great first ski of the season.
Another October surprise came in the form
of a totally unexpected bird sighting. One
afternoon I was outside and was surprised
to hear an unusual bird call of “chuck, chuck,
chuck, crackle, crackle” repeated as if it

Continued on p. 5
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Musings, Continued from p. 4

was hoping for
an answer. I was
trying to figure out
what it was when
a Chukar appeared
on my neighbors’
roof. Chukars
are typically
found in the
rocky scrublands
of the mountains or desert not in urban
neighborhoods. As it flew from roof to roof
my neighbors and I decided to name it “Chuck”
and hoped it decided to stick around. I am
not sure whose cage it escaped from but it
was getting a lot of comments on the online
neighborhood site.

BMAS Membership

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Blue
Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS). Did you
know that your annual membership dues and
generous additional donations stay right here in
our community and go directly to support the
important work of BMAS?

It’s true! You help create the high-quality
education, outreach, conservation, and fieldtrip
programming that our region benefits from
year-round. Your support also helps maintain and
improve the wonderful nature trails at the Arthur
G. Rempel Fort Walla Walla Natural Area. Rain or
shine, it’s always a lovely time for a hike amongst
the trees!
Fall is here, and it’s time for many of us to renew
our BMAS memberships. This can be done quickly
and easily via PayPal, or by mailing a check to
BMAS at PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362.
We have some exciting new projects this coming
year, including enhancements to signage at
the Rempel Natural Area, critical ongoing
conservation work, and an intro to birding
backpack program (including binoculars for checkout) with the Walla Walla Public Library. More to
come on each of these topics.
If you have not already, please renew your
BMAS membership today. For only $25 per
year, you support so much important work. Your
membership dues and donations today help make
our region a better place for our feathered friends,
and for all of us.
Thank you for joining with us in this critical work!
(This message is Magpie approved.)

Mission Statement:

Blue Mountain Audubon Society
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.
Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on
Facebook.

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106,
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

