Blue Mountain Audubon Society

The Magpiper
September 2022

Page 1
Lynn with Turkey Vulture
Daryl, aka ornery Daryl
(she loves to take little nips
out of ankles, especially if
they are bare so it is best to
keep her busy!).

Rehabilitation:

Blue Mountain Audubon Society
—September Membership Meeting
Thursday, September 15, 2022, 7:00 p.m.
Olin Hall, Room 129, Whitman College campus
To view a campus map, go to: https://www.
whitman.edu/campus-map
All attendees must show proof of Covid-19
vaccination and wear an N95 mask while in
the building. Thank you for your cooperation.

Blue Mountain Wildlife
Presentation by Lynn Tompkins

Due to the presence of avian influenza in Oregon
and Washington, Lynn is unable to bring live birds
to share with us.
Blue Mountain Wildlife is the premier wildlife
rehabilitation facility in eastern Oregon, serving an
area the size of New York state. Since 1990, BMW
has cared for over 10,000 animals, primarily raptors.
Blue Mountain Wildlife also educates over 10,000
local students and community members each year.

Mission of BMW:
To Preserve Local Native Wildlife through
Rehabilitation, Research, and Education.

Orphaned, injured, and
sick wildlife are provided
the necessary treatment
and care to enable their
return to their natural habitats.

Research: We lend information about our
raptors to various research groups in order to
increase the understanding of these birds.

Education: Educational programs and outreach

initiatives enhance people’s understanding of the
impact their actions have on wildlife and the natural
environment.
Lynn Tompkins was introduced to wildlife
rehabilitation by Dr. Jeff Cooney while working
as a veterinary technician at Pendleton Veterinary
Clinic in the mid-1980s. Dr. Jeff Cooney, just out of
vet school, had a passion for raptors. Lynn worked
with him for a year at PVC and he is her mentor to
this day.
Working as a veterinary technician in the 1980s,
Lynn became involved in wildlife rehabilitation.
In 1990, she and her husband, Bob, founded Blue
Mountain Wildlife. She earned a BS in Animal
Science from Oregon State University as well as
state wildlife rehab permits from Oregon and
Washington and a Federal permit from USFWS. She
is also a member of national and international rehab
organizations. Lynn is the primary staff conducting
BMW’s rehab and education programs.

Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting
September 8, 7:00 p.m.

Membership Meeting
September 15, 7:00 p.m.

Board of Directors

President: Tim Parker
Vice President: Bruce Barga
Secretary: Kay Barga
Treasurer: Chris Scarr
Conservation: Mike Denny
Education: Kay Barga, Phil Kahler,

and Sue Parrish
Membership: Melissa Webster and
Matt Banderas

Programs and
Publicity: Nancy Mitchell
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: Kathy Howard
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Sue Parrish
Magpiper Layout: Wendy Foster
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Bird Sightings:
Bird Safety Advocate: Bruce Barga

Blue Mountain Audubon
Board Succession

Blue Mountain Audubon is an all-volunteer organization. Our
by-laws stipulate that there is a regular succession process over
the passing of years to avoid burn out and bring in fresh ideas
and energy. This year we are fortunate to have a number of
knowledgeable and experienced community members to step
up and fulfill our board positions that needed new officers and
committee members. The new officers and their board positions
are:
Tim Parker – President
Bruce Barga - Vice-President
Chris Scarr – Treasurer
Mat Banderas – Membership
Phil Kahler – Education committee
Blue Mountain Audubon welcomes new energy in the form of
interested volunteers to fulfill the goals of our many conservation,
education and recreation projects throughout the year. For more
information contact a board member or email to BlueMtnAudubon@
gmail.com

Your September Bird Sightings
Report your September bird sightings to
BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com

Bird Sites

Website:

By Sue Weiler
Educational and entertaining articles gleaned from scientific
research on the internet.

Bird sightings:

Click:

Contact BMAS:

The winners of this year’s annual Audubon Photography Awards
were just announced. Photographers were competing for eight
prizes across five divisions.
Enjoy!

http://www.blumtn.org

BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com

Email: BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

September 2022

Delight for the Eyes

https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2022/07/2022-audubonphotography-awards/661511/
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Natural Area Wildlife
By Chris Howard

Photo by Sue Parrish

The Arthur G. Rempel Fort Walla Walla Natural
Area is a magical place to explore any time of the
year. When the temperature reaches into the triple
digits a hiker can descend down the Stairway Trail
and soon be under the dense, cool canopy of the
Hidden Trail along side a spring fed flowing creek.
There is a noticeable difference in the temperature
of this urban hide away.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society

September Field Trip
By Sue Parrish

Whitman Mission Trails and Picnic

The Natural Area is also home to a variety wild
species that make their home and hide out in the
protected environment of the area. I have set up
an overnight game camera on numerous occasions
in remote areas of the park and have photos of
quite a few different species…deer, opossum,
raccoons, skunks, screech owls and numerous
foxes. The family of foxes that inhabit the area are
first noticeable by all the scat distributed on the
trails distinguishable by all the seeds imbedded in
the deposits. The best time to see the foxes is to
walk the trails early in the morning or late in the
evening…between sundown and dark. The searcher
must be quiet and emerge from trail exits slowly
and carefully observing the open area ahead. Enjoy
your hike and feel free to bring children as one
of our Audubon goals is to introduce children to
nature. Remember to keep dogs on a leash for the
protection and benefit of our wild friends.

September 2022

Photo by game camera

On Sunday, September 18th join us as Mike and
MerryLynn Denny lead us for a trip through the
various trails at the Whitman Mission. While
strolling on level ground through habitats ranging
from open grassland, riparian areas and hilltop
vistas, the Dennys will surely find us many species,
as well as sharing great historical information. And
afterwards, we’ll have a chance to visit and picnic
under the large shelter at the site. So Sunday,
September 18, at 8:00, meet at the Harper Joy
parking lot at Whitman College. Bring water, a sack
lunch and your binoculars. This will be a great
event for families, as well as fun chance to connect
with Walla Walla birders young and old. Mark your
calendars and we’ll see you there.
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Screech Owl

Musings

A Neighborhood of Owls
By Chris Howard

As the days have passed and we are now
close to the end of summer, I find myself
looking back to the magic of late spring when
our neighborhood became ground zero for
growing families of those small but mythical
Western Screech Owls. We had two families
of Screech Owls in a three-block spread and
it was an evening joy to follow their progress
and development.
They started in early Spring, filling the
evening air with their willowy hoots resonating
from one big tree to another. One night I
laid on my back under a large Spruce tree and
looked up through the night lit branches to
see the little owls call then join each other
to fly off in a romantic interlude. What
made this a special owl season was the close
proximity of the owls raising their broods in
the junipers and conifers right next to the
houses that had families raising their broods
of school age children. This close proximity
couldn’t help but draw interest in the owling
process from those who typically had not been
interested in owls and birding. Neighbors
would share with me where the owls were
roosting under the eaves of their houses. I
would often wander up the block at dusk to
hear the latest owl news from the owls and
the neighbors.

was cleaning the deck on the side of his house
under the shade of low hanging shade tree he
was perplexed by the white splotches on the
floor. As he was studying the white wash he
was surprised by the “plop” of another white
splotch next to his foot. He looked up and
saw staring down at him two young screech
owls. They roosted on the overhead branches
for the rest of the day. Gradually, as the
little owls became more adept at hunting, the
screeches letting their parents know that
they were hungry, diminished.
Now the owls have dispersed to find their
own territories. Children in the neighborhood
graduated from high school and are fledging
to find their own territories. I think as long as
we have big trees and caring humans, we will
continue to hear the spring time hooting of
the screech owls.
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Photo by Frank Conlan

When the different owl families who each
had 3 or 4 fledging owlets began bringing the
owlets out to land on trees and telephone
wires it became an evening event to walk
around the neighborhood as a group of 10 or
so adults and children becoming excited over
observing the movement of the owl families.
During the day, the fledgelings would roost
under the eaves of houses. One enterprising
owl perched on a lit ornamental porch light. A
neighbor shared with me the story of when he
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Mission Statement:

Blue Mountain Audubon Society
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.
Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on
Facebook.

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106,
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

