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Blue Mountain Audubon Virtual Memebership Meeting. January 21, 7:00 p.m. PT

Small Mountain Owls

Presented by Scott Rashid, Director of Colorado Avian
Research and Rehabilitation Institute
This is an online presentation; the zoom link will
be emailed to BMAS members and can also be
found at blumtn.org

Photo Provided by CARRI

The Colorado Avian Research and Rehabilitation
Institute (CARRI) was established to study the
ecology of birds within the Estes Valley and Rocky
Mountain National Park, with a special emphasis on
hawks and owls. The organization also rehabilitates
injured and abandoned wild birds by nurturing and
caring for their needs, with the intent on releasing
the birds back into the wild.
Scott Rashid has been studying Northern Pygmy
Owls since 1998, specifically in the area on the
northside of the Rocky Mountain National Park.
In this 90-min. virtual program, Scott will talk
about his study of small mountain owls including
the Northern Pygmy Owl.

New Natural Area Sign
By Tom Land

Some time around the Fourth of July, 2019, the big wooden sign at
the parking lot for the Rempel Natural Area disappeared. We have
posted our loss all over social media and there was even an article in the UB, but we still have no idea who or why it taken. This
fall we started discussing a replacement with Binder Signs here in
Walla Walla. Binder did a great job of designing a new sign for us
that basically duplicates the original, and it was installed on the
original posts recently by some BMAS volunteers. Thanks to Ted
Bergstrom and Chris Howard for staining the backing plywood
and installing the sign with tamperproof fasteners.

Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting
January 14—Virtual Meeting

Virtual Membership Meeting
January 21, 7:00 p.m. PT

Board of Directors

President’s Corner
By Chris Howard

Now that the winter solstice has been celebrated and the daylight
is slowly lengthening it is a perfect time to explore the beauty of
the winter season. We are so fortunate to have nature exploration
opportunities so close by. My daughter and I walked around
Bennington Lake early enough that the ground was still frozen
even though it was a sunny day. We found two Great Horned Owls
and watched a Pileated Woodpecker hammering away on a
Cottonwood tree.

President: Chris Howard
Vice President: Tim Parker
Secretary: Linda Hanson
Treasurer: Jonathan Webster
Conservation: Mike Denny
Education:
Membership: Melissa Webster and

The Fort Walla Walla Natural Area is a natural urban oasis that
is a great place to find wintering birds. I saw a flock of Varied
Thrushes and a Hermit Thrush along with a multitude of Juncos,
Chickadees and Kinglets. Blue Mountain Audubon is committed to
maintaining the trails and bridges of the Natural Area through the
strong effort of our trail steward volunteers. Please let us know if
you want to become a trail steward.

Programs and
Publicity: Nancy Mitchell
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: Kathy Howard
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Sue Parrish
Magpiper Layout: Wendy Foster
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

Blue Mountain Audubon will continue with the Tuesday morning
bird walk at Bennington Lake. We also offer our monthly
membership meeting through the zoom platform on the third
Thursday of each month. All are invited. We hope you will join
us. May the coming year offer peace, happiness and justice to both
people and all of nature.

Holly Howard

Website:

http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:

housewren084@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:

Email: BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Beaver Management
Changes Sought

By Glen Mendel
There is a long history of beaver being removed from the landscape
by trappers in Washington. The number of trappers and beavers
removed annually has declined from very high levels to more
moderate levels, particularly over the past decade or so. However,
even removal of 1-4 beavers from a localized area can have severe
localized adverse ecological impacts that can last for many years.
You see, beaver are ecosystem engineers that are also known as a
keystone species. They modify the environment by felling trees,
and building dams and ponds. These changes can affect the water
table and surrounding vegetation, improve water quality and
quantity (particularly during the low flow period), and they can
turn rapidly flowing streams into slow moving water in a series of
ponds. All these physical changes can in turn dramatically change
Continued on p. 7
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Photo by Jim Parrish

New Field Trip Twist
for a New Year
By Sue Parrish,
Photo by Jim Parrish
Happy 2021 and Hallelujah for the end of 2020!!
Since we’re all staying home for a few more months
anyway, how about this month we try a stay at
home bird watching event? Let’s do the Walla Walla
version of Cornell’s Great Backyard Bird Count!
Here’s how it will work.
Pick a day between January 10 and 15th to spend
some time (15 min to hours, it’s up to you) watching
the birds in your yard. Tally them by species
and #’s and send in your results to Sue Parrish
at wallawallanana@gmail.com I’ll tally them by
species and # of individuals, as well as participants.
Results will be published in the February Magpiper.
Who will get the honors of most backyard birds,
or rarest? Lure them in a few days early with lots
of seed and suet, get out those binoculars, have a
beverage and a human treat ready and enjoy! After
all this practice, consider taking part in Cornells
event in February. Here’s the info taken from
Audubon’s website:
The 24th annual GBBC (Great Backyard Bird
Count) will be held Friday, February 12 through
Monday February 15th, 2021. Please visit the official
website at birdcount.org for more information.
However, if you’re up for a little more
adventuresome birding, consider a winter trip to
the Enterprise/Joseph Oregon area. The roads
north of Enterprise are a great place to find Lapland
Longspurs and snow buntings, and possible redpolls.
Goshawks, Bald eagles, and maybe Gyrfalcons can
be seen perched in the trees between the two towns,
and who knows what you’ll find in the forest at
the south end of Wallowa Lake? In any case, it’s a
beautiful day trip on a winter day.
January 2021

47th Walla Walla
CBC Report
December 20, 2020 was a rainy day but it did not
deter folks from getting out and counting birds in
their areas. 40 hardy counters and 3 feeder watchers
found 74 species of birds on count day. Killdeer and
Hairy Woodpecker were missed on count day but
were seen count week for a total of 76 species which
is average for this count.
Starlings were the most numerous at 14,151 which
broke the record set in 2018. The many acres of
vineyards provide food for these birds all winter.
American Robin numbers very low with only 200
counted. Varied and Hermit Thrush number are also
very low this year.
Western and Mountain Bluebird were very nice finds
– and the folks doing Bennington Lake produced
the only Townsend’s Solitaire and Northern Shrike.
2 Say’s Phoebe were found in west College Place
– these birds overwinter in small numbers. Three
Anna’s Hummingbirds this year – in 2018 six were
counted.
Many thanks to those of you who participated in the
CBC – Sue from Prosser and Bob from West Richland
who come every year – as Sue said “It doesn’t feel like
Christmas unless I come over for the CBC”.
Hopefully next year we can invite more participation
and carpool again.
Happy New Year, MerryLynn Denny,
Christmas Bird Count Coordinator
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WALLA WALLA CBC DECEMBER 20, 2020
Canada Goose
Gadwall
American Wigeon
Mallard
Northern Shoveler
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Ring-necked Duck
Bufflehead
Common Goldeneye
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
California Quail
Ring-necked Pheasant
Wild Turkey
Great Blue Heron
Golden Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Bald Eagle
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
American Coot
Killdeer
Rock Pigeon
Eurasian Collared-Dove
Mourning Dove
Great Horned Owl
Anna's Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
American Kestrel
Merlin
Say's Phoebe
Northern Shrike

976
4
67
978
2
2
12
1
1
2
8
38
159
24
356
8
3
14
7
5
2
76
2
3
cw
143
218
90
3
3
6
20
cw
172
2
61
2
2
2

Steller's Jay
21
Black-billed Magpie
169
American Crow
225
Common Raven
46
Black-capped Chickadee 159
Mountain Chickadee
8
Red-breasted Nuthatch
6
White-breasted Nuthatch
1
Brown Creeper
2
Pacific Wren
2
Bewick's Wren
23
American Dipper
2
Golden-crowned Kinglet
17
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
19
Western Bluebird
1
Mountain Bluebird
4
Townsend's Solitaire
4
Hermit Thrush
3
American Robin
200
Varied Thrush
5
European Starling
14151
Cedar Waxwing
207
Yellow-rumped Warbler
2
Dark-eyed Junco
1392
White-crowned Sparrow
177
White-throated Sparrow
2
Song Sparrow
186
Spotted Towhee
8
Red-winged Blackbird
4
Western Meadowlark
7
Brewer's Blackbird
22
House Finch
229
Pine Siskin
227
Lesser Goldfinch
167
American Goldfinch
266
Evening Grosbeak
9
House Sparrow
582
SPECIES
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Musings

Hunting Owls
By Chris Howard
Yes, I am going out hunting owls…but my
hunting is done with binoculars not guns. I’m
heading out on a cool, but not cold, fall day.
It is cloudy with intermittent gentle showers.
It’s like Mother Nature wants to rain but can’t
really get serious about it. My goal on this
day is to do some scouting for the upcoming
Christmas Bird Count. I just want to get a
general idea of what birds might be hiding
out in various parts of my count area which
happens to be the Bennington Lake recreation
area.
I start out taking the hidden paths through
the thorny, bushy area on the west side
of the lake. The little birds like hiding in
these bushes…Chickadees, White Crowned
Sparrows, Juncos, Kinglets, Song Sparrows
and an occasional Spotted Towhee. Heading
east, I take a steep path that crosses the
canal and climbs up to the trail on the other
side. Soon I reach the Cottonwood grove along
the canal.

whet Owl was spotted by Mike Denny as he
was sitting on a nearby bench. I creep ahead
turning from one side to the other certain
there is an owl somewhere. Then I spot it.
About 100 feet directly ahead of me I see the
clear shape of a Great Horned Owl framed
amongst mangled branches of an old willow
tree. It’s interesting to me that a couple
of years ago I found a Great Horned Owl in
the same tree but it hasn’t been there since
then. Is this the same owl or could it be the
offspring of that owl taking after its parent?
I can see the owl staring intently at me
wondering if I am going to continue advancing
toward it. I immediately stop and turn around
heading back and out of the forest. I’m
thankful not to have flushed it. The question
is: will this owl still be in that tree for the
upcoming Christmas Bird count…a holiday gift?

Photo by Jim Parrish

This is a darker wood, with tall Cottonwoods
and ancient Willows. This is where I know
owls take refuge. I slowly enter the grove
from the north, walking as quietly as possible,
step by step through the fallen leaves and
broken branches. In hunting for owls all my
senses, especially vision, are on hyper-alert. I
find this heightened concentration somewhat
exhilarating. I want to find the owl but I want
to see it soon enough that I don’t flush it.
Owls have incredible camouflage markings that
make them almost impossible to pick out in
their dense surroundings.
Having been in this forest many times, I know
that an owl can be hidden anywhere in my
surroundings. Sometimes there are more than
one. On one very special day, a Northern SawJanuary 2021
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In the Field

20 American pipets in a field along Last Change
Road near the Whitman Mission.

By Ginger Shoemake

On December 14, Linda Hanson watched hundred
of starlings swooping around her yard and the
neighbor’s yard eating dogwood berries. They
put on quite a show! She also had about 30 lesser
goldfinches in the birch trees, a downy woodpecker
and two flickers. Later in the day two bluejays arrived
to feast on the peanuts she set out for them.

Chris Howard and his daughter went out to
Bennington Lake the evening of November 28. A
great horned owl was on top of a cottonwood in the
parking lot. They watched it glide down and into
the hole in the cliff. Has nesting begun? From the
bench on the east side of the lake they watched skein
after skein of honking Canada geese glide overhead
approaching the lake. And then they saw a beaver
swim by! Chris always gets excited to see the beavers
return and keeps track of them throughout the winter.

Photo by Bob Hanson

On December 4, Linda
Hanson found a western
screech owl on SF Russell
Creek sunning itself in a
shrub. Rodger and I drove
right out to the spot and found
it, although it was really foggy
by then. Linda went back with
Bob a few minutes later and the sun was again out so
Bob was able to get this nice photo.
Thomas Underhill had some nice sparrows in his
yard the first week of December. On December 5 he
saw a Harris’s sparrow and the next day there was a
golden-crowned sparrow at his feeder.
On December 5, Cynthia Reese saw a flock of about
January 2021

Photo by Judy Treman

Paul and Judy Treman,
Linda Hanson and I
walked South Fork
Russell Creek on
December2. The
highlight of the day was
watching a pileated
woodpecker working
a snag on one of the
cottonwood trees. Judy
took this photo as it
munched away on
something tasty under
the bark.

Sue and Jim Parrish came across over 300 gray
crowned rosy finches eating weed seeds on the side
of road along Highway 125 on December 14. When
they returned home, they found a common grackle in
their yard. Not a bad day for birding!
On December 22, Martine Purcell let me know that
between 6 and 8 northern flickers had been visiting
her yard every morning for at least three days. They
appeared like clockwork between 9 and 10 a.m. to eat
the berries on her dogwood tree, and she noted that
they were very punctual.
Twenty or so Wilson’s snipes have been seen the last
couple weeks at a flooded field on Swegle Road near
Stovall Road.
Christmas day was a busy one in our yard as a Anna’s
hummingbird, a covey of quail and white-crowned
sparrows joined the lesser goldfinches, pine siskins,
juncos, black-capped chickadees, house finches,
house sparrows, song sparrows and collared doves.
We may not have been able to have family with us
this year, but our bird family came by to brighten our
day.
Linda Hanson watched a northern goshawk at
Bennington Lake on December 26.
I hope birds have brought as much happiness to your
lives as they have to mine during these trying times. I
look forward to the day we can all be together again.
Happy New Year.
Let me know what you are seeing. Email
housewren084@gmail.com with your sightings.
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Beaver Management

Continued from p. 2
the dynamic between the habitat and the fish and
wildlife species present, as well as species abundance,
and these changes often increase biodiversity in the
area.
Unfortunately, the Washington Dept. of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW) continues to manage beaver
for recreational harvest, and to reduce damage to
property, without strongly considering the very
positive impacts on the ecosystem, and fish and
wildlife species, that beaver can provide. The Blue
Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) is leading an
effort to try to convince the WDFW to change
regulations to generally protect beaver on public
lands, so that beaver management would recognize
and emphasize the beneficial ecosystem services
beaver can provide. This change would give
Washington similar protections for beaver and their
ecosystem services that Oregon has already provided
for beaver in some portions of national forests and
state wildlife areas there.

species), 5 fish restoration organizations in the
state (partly because of the value of beaver created
habitat to native salmonids, and contributions
to restoration of stream ecosystems), plus the
Lands Council in Spokane (that works on beaver
relocation and education projects). An email and
information packet will soon be sent to the WDFW
Commissioners by the BMAS, with co-signatures or
letters of support from our partners, to emphasize
the value of beavers to the environment and why
changing the regulations to provide more protection
of beaver and their dams and ponds on public lands
would help WDFW and its partners achieve many
of their fish and wildlife and ecosystem goals. The
Commission will decide on hunting and beaver
regulations at their meeting in February or March.

The BMAS has now secured support from 5
other state Audubon Chapters (partly because of
the value of beaver created habitat for many bird

Mission Statement:

Blue Mountain Audubon Society
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.
Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on
Facebook.

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106,
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

