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The Magpiper
Blue Mountain Audubon Society

Blue Mountain Audubon 
Virtual Memebership Meeting
November 19, 7:00 p.m. PT

What Are You Reading?
 
We want to know what you are reading!!  This 
meeting will allow participants to share books 
they’ve recently enjoyed--we welcome books about 
birds and other creatures, flora, adventure travel and 
conservancy. Those who wish to participate should 
“bring a book to show and tell” and will have 2-3 
minutes to describe why the book was a good read; 
if you aren’t interested in sharing a book, please feel 
free to “listen-in” to the conversation!

Be prepared to take your own notes and leave with 
a list of books to read over the winter months.  We 
hope you will join us! If you receive regular emails 
from BMAS, you will receive a Zoom meeting 
invitation prior to the 15th.  If you are not on our 
email list, go to http://blumtn.org/ to access the 
link the week of the event.
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President: Chris Howard
Vice President: 
Secretary: Linda Hanson
Treasurer: Jonathan Webster
Conservation: Mike Denny
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Membership: Melissa Webster and 
Holly Howard
Programs and
Publicity: Nancy Mitchell
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: Kathy Howard
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Sue Parrish
Magpiper Layout: Wendy Foster
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
housewren084@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:
Email: BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

President’s Corner
By Chris Howard

Blue Mountain Audubon continues to remain active even in these 
difficult times. This past month we successfully held our first 
virtual general membership meeting which was a very engaging 
and informative presentation and slideshow by our past president, 
George Jameson. George’s photos of birds and habitat of the 
Southwest has many of us thinking about our future travel plans. 

Our Bennington Bird Walk has resumed on Tuesday mornings at 
8am. The winter birds are active with numerous species of ducks 
clustering on the lake. These walks are open to everyone. Bring a 
mask and binoculars. With the advent of cold weather and snow, 
the owls will be coming down from the mountains which are 
always fun to search for on a cool fall morning.

Be sure to check with our website: blumtn.org to find scheduling of 
upcoming events.  

Arthur G. Rempel Fort Walla 
Walla Natural Area 

By Chris Howard

In these days of shutdowns and isolation, many people have 
chosen to seek the beauty of nature as a way to keep a sense of 
appreciation and optimism in these difficult times. The trails of 
the Natural Area in better shape and being utilized more than 
ever for those seeking nature without traveling long distances. The 
Natural Area is an oasis in an urban setting. Just yesterday I met 
parents with three young boys singing their way down the trails. 
Keep your eyes open for the resident fox, Screech Owls, Magpies, 
deer and other inhabitants. The bird population changes with 
every season. The bare trees in the cold and snow offer different 
views than the dense foliage of summer time. Walking the same 
trail in all seasons can offer a hiker a sense of place as they discover 
more secrets in the changing seasons of the Natural Area. There is 
a map of the trails at the Natural Area trailhead and on our Blue 
Mountain Audubon website: blumtn.org.
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By Sue Parrish, Photos by Sue Parrish

With a beautiful fall upon us, it’s time to get out 
and enjoy the gorgeous colors and find some birds 
besides.  November has historically been Turkey 
Trot time for Audubon.  If you want to find a few 
flocks of these gobblers, it’s best to head to the hills.  
Hot spots that our turkey expert, Tom Scribner, has 
led us to in years past include this route, on which 
turkeys can be found most of the way.  

Start on Scenic loop, just off of Russel Creek 
road.  Besides turkeys, you get beautiful views up 
the Mill Creek Canyon. After going down to Mill 
Creek, take a left onto Mill Creek road and then a 
right onto Blue Creek road. Enjoy the view at the 
four way intersection at the top, and then take a 
left which will connect to Highway 12. Head east 
on Hwy 12, and at the top of the hill past Dixie, 
turn right onto Lewis Peak Road.  Very quickly 
take a left onto Walker Road which will take you 
to Coppeii Road. Go left along the riparian area, 

and keep you eyes out for owls and shrikes, and of 
course turkeys.  Stay left at each intersection and you 
will reconnect with Highway 12. If you’re feeling 
energetic, head to Dayton, and mos t of the way 
through town, take a right on the road with the 
Ski Bluewood sign.  This will lead up the beautiful 
Touchet valley.  At Wolf Fork road, turn right and 
head up this valley.  Loads of turkey should be found, 
as well as deer and possible elk.  Be sure to check the 
big trees for great horned owls.  On your way back to 
Walla Walla, enjoy the fall vistas, and remember how 
lucky we are to live here. 

Foliage, Feathers,
and Turkeys

Blue Mountain Audubon 
November Turkey Trot Route
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In the Field
By Ginger Shoemake

While birding the Millet Ponds on September 28, 
MerryLynn spotted a California scrub jay.  She tried 
unsuccessfully to chase it down for a photo but was 
not able to get close enough.  This is a species that 
has been spotted in the TriCities and eastern Oregon 
for the past few years, but not in Walla Walla County.  
Another County first for MerryLynn!

Another uncommon jay was seen in early October.  
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Swans bringing graceful beauty to multitude of 
migrating ducks. Taking walks in the mountains 
up the Tiger Creek trail and the South Fork 
of the Walla Walla trail, I was once again 
astonished to see millions of Lady Bugs coating 
the branches and grasses next to the trail. It 
is hard to believe the huge numbers of these 
bugs, which are actually beetles. Where do 
they come from? Are they all really from our 
Walla Walla valley or are they flying in from 
Seattle and L.A.? They are really a sight to see. 

When the clouds part and the evening skies 
become clear, we can see the changes of the 
constellations moving across the heavens. 
Cygnus the Swan which flies down the summer 
Milky Way has moved out of view to give room 
for Orion, the warrior; Taurus, the bull and 
the Pleiades, my favorite winter constellations. 
They are well worth donning a nice warm 
jacket, leaning back in a lounge chair and 
relaxing for the celestial star show, especially 
on a no moon night. If you are lucky you might 
see an occasional shooting star.

Change can also be very difficult to bear, as 
when the wildfires ravage the drought effected 
forests and valleys of mountains we love and 
care for. Even though fires are natural, the 
damage and death of animals, humans and 
habitat are hard to deal with. We offer our 
prayers and support to those enduring these 
difficult changes.

Musings 

Changing of the Seasons
By Chris Howard

The only thing that is constant is change. It 
seems that Mother Nature is full of surprises. 
Today dawned cold and rainy. I decided it was a 
good day to put out our winter bird feeders. It 
took me a while to get them placed just right in 
our garden area, which has been put to bed for 
the winter, to allow for a clear view from the 
back door window. It only took 2 minutes after 
I closed that back door to see Goldfinches, 
House Finches and Juncos helping themselves 
to the feast. Looking up into a tree that 
overlooks the yard I saw branches filled with 
Cedar Waxwings, Starlings and Robins. They 
were lining up for the feast of the Dogwood 
berries. As I continued to look out, there was 
a sudden commotion and I spotted a Cooper’s 
Hawk in the bushes 10 feet from the feeder, 
and instantly there were no other birds to be 
seen anywhere. Half an hour later the birds 
were back cautiously trying out the birdfeeder 
seeds.

Change is sometimes a very pleasurable event 
as when the leaves change into their beautiful 
fall foliage and the migrating Buffleheads 
scatter like black and white specks on the 
waters of Bennington Lake. Thousands of snow-
white Snowgeese descend upon the McNary 
Refuge and mix with the long necked Tundra 
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This one was a bluejay and it was seen by Pam 
Fisher in her yard.  Wendy Foster reported hearing a 
bluejay in her neighborhood on October 21.  She had 
one most of the winter last year so is hoping it stays 
around again this winter.  This could be a good winter 
for seeing bluejays.  Melissa Cummins had three of 
them at her feeders in Touchet on October 25.  There 
are photos on the Blue Mountain Audubon Facebook 
page – check it out if you haven’t already. 

Linda Hanson and I walked South Fork Russell Creek 
on October 8.  The number of species is down from 
earlier in the fall because the summer birds are gone, 
but we still saw some nice birds including two turkey 
vultures and a northern shrike.

Larry Mallot took this photo of a common 
nighthawk on October 10.  According to MerryLynn, 
this is a late date for nighthawks to still be here.

MerryLynn saw her first rough-legged hawk of the 
fall on October 10 on Luckenbill Road north of Walla 
Walla.

Rodger and I took a drive north and west of town on 
October 11.  There were the usual raptors, but we 
were happy to find a prairie falcon on North Touchet 
Road.  There were also American pipets in several 
places.

The snow geese have returned!  We drove over to 
Humorist Road on October 17 to see several thousand 
of them in the fields and flying overhead.  We stopped 
the car, opened the windows, watching them and 
listening to their wonderful call.  It’s so nice to have 
them back.

Mike and MerryLynn found a sage thrasher on Casey 
Road in northern Walla Walla County on October 17.  
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Because there isn’t much sage left, this species has 
become hard to find in the county.

Five people walked Bennington Lake on October 
20.  There was a nice variety of waterfowl on the 
water and the usual winter birds.  However, their 
best sightings were two Steller’s jays and a pileated 
woodpecker.

Melissa Webster spotted a yellow-shafted flicker on 
the trails at Whitman Mission the week of October 
19.  The usual color for a flicker in our part of the 
state is red, but occasionally we get hybrid red/yellow 
flickers, but rarely true yellow shafted.  Nice find!

Linda Hanson and I birded Bennington Lake on 
October 26. We had planned to walk the canal on the 
west side of the lake, but the birding was so good 
near the parking lot that we didn’t get very far along 
the trail. We ended up with 23 species in just that 
short distance.  Our target bird was a golden-crowned 
sparrow that had been seen above the parking lot 
the previous week.  Success!  There were also many 
white-crowned sparrows, black-capped chickadees, 
juncos and song sparrows in and around the pine 
trees above the parking lot as well as a red-breasted 
nuthatch and several spotted towhees. The weeds 
below the parking lot by the water and the trees above 
them were swarming with lesser goldfinches and 
pine siskins.  There were over 300 of them flying all 
around us.  

Five tundra swans were seen at McNary NWR on 
October 26.  More winter birds returning!  This could 
be a good year for northern birds to wander down 
into our county.  Keep an eye out for redpolls, gray 
crowned rosy finches, pine grosbeaks, white-winged 
crossbills and snowy owls, and let me know what you 
are seeing. housewren084@gmail.com  



Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a 
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106, 
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name: __________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________

Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

Blue Mountain Audubon Society Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger 
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve 
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of 
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation 
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society 
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on 
Facebook. 
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Bird of the Month
By Ginger Shoemake

Pine Siskin
Carduelis pinus

Size: 5 inches

Description: Small with sharp pointed bill 
and brown streaked body. Acrobatic flyers that flash 
yellow wing markings while feeding.

Pine siskins nest in open coniferous or mixed 
forests, but are found at lower elevations during the 

winter.  They build a small cup shaped nest that is 
loosely attached to a horizontal outer branch.  They 
are semi colonial and social all year, often feeding in 
small groups in breeding season. Average clutch size 
is 3-4 eggs.
 
They have a fondness for the seeds of conifers, 
but also eat the young buds of willows, elms and 
maples.  They glean seeds of grasses, sunflowers and 
other weeds and forage for insects, spiders and grubs 
from leaves and branch tips.  They feed readily at 
backyard feeders and prefer thistle seed and hulled 
sunflower seeds.
 
Pine siskins get through cold nights by ramping 
their metabolic rates up to 40% higher than normal 
songbirds their size such as goldfinches and redpolls, 
and can accelerate that rate up to five times higher 
than normal for several hours.
  
If you hear an insistent wheezy twitter or buzzy, 
rising zzhreee sound in your yard, look up in the 
trees and you may see pine siskins fluttering around 
in the branches.  These feisty little songbirds are fun 
to watch, and even though they may eat you out of 
house and home, they are a joy to have in your back 
yard.
 


