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The Magpiper
Blue Mountain Audubon Society

Blue Mountain Audubon 
Virtual Memebership Meeting
October 15, 7:00 p.m. PT

Wandering the 
Countryside
Some Birds Got in the Way

By George & Deanna Jameson
 
We have been travelling a bit and wandering around 
some of the Western United States looking for great 
and unique lunch spots and different places to visit. 
In this presentation we will share some of the sights 
we have seen, places we have been, and birds we 
have found. This will not be a culinary excursion 
rather a chat about the many birds we have found 
along the way; this is a presentation to an Audubon 
group after all.

The places we visited will be used to show the birds 
we encountered. We will let the birds and images do 
most of the talking and we will fill in the excursions 
with a few fun stories that happened during our 
travels.

We will chat about some Common Loons and 
Ducks we found in Washington State, some 
waterfowl and Sandhill Cranes we happened upon 
in Arizona, a bunch of raptors found in New 
Mexico and a myriad of other Sparrows, Juncos 
and other avian species we encountered during our 
meanderings.

The primary emphasis of the presentation is to 
show lots of bird pictures, talk about the birds, and 
have fun along the way, most of all to have fun.

Come join us for this short presentation. If you 
receive regular emails from BMAS, you will receive 
a Zoom meeting invitation prior to the 15th.  If you 
are not on our email list, go to http://blumtn.org/ 
to access the link the week of the event.
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President’s Corner
By Chris Howard

This past month has been one that I don’t think any of us will 
forget. With a raging wind event sweeping down out of the 
Northeast there were many arboreal fatalities and resultant power 
outages. To add insult to injury the smoke from N.W. wildfires 
kept most of us severely house-bound. Now we are enjoying 
the pleasures of Indian Summer while we can. There are many 
important conservation issues being fought over even as we 
enjoy our natural surroundings. If you are a member of National 
Audubon you will be able to join in to advocate for our wildlife 
and wild places. Birds and wildlife can’t vote, but you can. The 
most important action you can do in the next few weeks to protect 
birds and wildlife is to vote in the coming election. Not only is 
it important for us to vote but we need to urge our friends and 
relatives to make sure they are registered and planning to VOTE 
FOR BIRDS!

By Sue Parrish, Photos by Jim Parrish

With fall migration waning, and hunting season starting, you may 
be doing a bit of head scratching as to where to bird.  Here are some 
suggestions that are close to town, and most importantly, safe.

The Natural Area
This is a city park found off Myra road and adjacent to Fort Walla 
Walla Museum.  Audubon has worked hard over the years to 
improve the trails, and add signage. The trails meander through 
dense brush, wetlands, cottonwood groves and along ponds.  Finches, 
Towhees, Cedar Waxwings and Owls can be found.  Bring your kids, 
as it’s an adventure just to wander through the winding trails. 

October Birding Ideas

Cedar Waxwing
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Whitman Mission
About seven miles west of town, the mission can 
be found by following the signage off Highway 12.  
Here you will find acres of trails that vary between 
open fields, a large pond and riparian vegetation 
along the Walla Walla river.  Hawks, owls, ducks, 
geese and Pileated woodpeckers are often found 
here.  As autumn progresses, the trees will put on 
quite a color show. And for a birds eye view of the 
valley and the Blue Mts., be sure to climb the small 
hill to the memorial. 

While you’re in the area, drive west down Detour 
Road, which is found about a mile away by taking 
a left out of the Mission.  In the fields and weeds 
along the road, Brewers Blackbirds, Savannah 
Sparrows can be found, as well as the occassional 
Snipe in the irrigation ditches. 

Starlings Galore
OK, starlings aren’t usually a target bird, but in 
the fall they form huge flocks which change into 
amazing moving shapes, ....a phenomena called 
murmurations. To find them, head south of town 
on either Plaza Way of Highway 11.  Turn onto 
any side road and drive through the vineyards.  Get 
out your cell phone and film the awesome displays.  
Late afternoon seems to be best.

Scenic Loop
This road, which is found about five miles east of 
town off of Russell Creek Road, lives up to it’s 
name. It gradually climbs to the top of a ridge, from 
which you get a fantastic view of the Mill Creek 
Canyon and the Blues. Walk along this road and 
you may find Turkeys, White Crowned Sparrows, 
White Throated Sparrows, Towhees, various raptors 
and even deer and elk.  The road then descends to 
connect with Mill Creek Road, along which you 
may spot Dippers, Stellar Jays and if you’re lucky a 
Pygmy Owl.

Rooks Park and Bennington Lake
On weekdays, this ever popular spot is usually not 
too crowded. A great loop is to start at Rooks Park, 
cross Mill Creek, head to the diversion dam, and 
then walk along the canal until you get to the trails 
that circle around the lake.  I suggest staying on the 

trails that are closest to the lake, as hunting is allowed 
in the area; the boundaries are labelled with yellow 
stakes.  Early in the day there is usually an abundance 
of waterfowl on the lake...many species of ducks as 
well as geese. Hawks, shorebirds, finches, waxwings 
and owls can usually be spotted.  If you go around 
dusk, you may even catch sight of the beavers, who 

have a lodge on the 
east side of the lake. 

So, get out there, 
enjoy the fall colors 
and the clean air. 
There’s just so much 
to discover so close to 
home!

Musings 

Evening Adventure
By Chris Howard

The sun was just setting on a beautiful mid-
summer evening as Janaki, my wife, and I 
arrived at the Arthur G. Rempel Fort Walla 
Walla Natural Area. We quickly made our way 
across the open field to the Stairway Trail 
and began our descent into the cool canopy of 
overhanging bushes and trees, a hidden oasis 
in the middle of Walla Walla. Dropping into 
natural area in the evening was like descending 
into another world. The cicadas and crickets 
were chirping so loudly that it brought back 
memories of my times in the Ecuadorian cloud 
forest.

Slowly walking along the trail past the mounds 
of Blackberry bushes and shrubs covered 
with vines, we entered into the deep forest 
of the Hidden Trail. Huge Box Elder trees 
with sprawling limbs have created a magical 
tree-covered hidden domain next to a trickling 
spring-fed stream. This is a shifting forest with 
trees aging and limbs that have broken by the 
weight of their own bulk. The horizontal limbs 
have become nurse logs for a multitude of new 
starts. We quietly follow the winding trail past 

Snipe
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Photo by Judy Trem
an

In the Field
By Ginger Shoemake

Several unusual bird sightings took place the last 
week of August.  It started with R.J. Baltierra’s 
report of a northern waterthrush at the Millet Pond 
on August 25.  Several people went in search of this 
rare county bird including Sue and Jim Parrish and 
Jim was able to get this photo.  R.J. also found a 
white-breasted nuthatch there – not the place you 
would expect to see it for sure.

The next day Linda Hanson, 
Judy Treman and I walked 
South Fork Russell Creek 
Road.  We saw the usual birds 
until Linda noticed a raptor 
circling above us.  We watched 
it for about five minutes as 
it circled and headed south, 
but not before Judy was able 
to get a photo.  The black 
and white bands on the tail 
made us realize it wasn’t a 
red-tailed hawk, and after 
much deliberation and elimination we decided it 
was a broad-winged hawk.  This was confirmed by 
MerryLynn after Judy sent her the photo.  We also 
learned it was the first confirmed sighting of this 
species in Walla Walla County.  We were very excited!

Photo by Jim
 Parrish
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an old apple tree full of green apples, probably 
planted by soldiers of Fort Walla Walla long 
ago. Stepping out of the forest into the opening 
of the wide middle trail we startle a family of 
White-Tailed deer. A couple of does and their 
fawns all with their snow white tails raised as 
warning banners go bounding across the opening 
to disappear behind nearby mounds of bushes. 
Startling the deer is a reminder to carefully 
and quietly proceed into an opening because you 
never know what might be out in the clearing. 

As we wander past the old barn, now lying in 
a ruin of piled debris, we hear the squawks 
of Magpies coming in for their evening roost. 
The sun has set now and the dusk is in full 
swing as we move along the Salamander Trail 
past the almost dried up pond, a sign of the 
ongoing summer drought. Walking along the 
north side more White-Tailed deer scatter at 
our presence. One leaping deer offers a dark 
black silhouette against the soft glow of the 
rose colored sky. We walk through the narrow, 
sheltered Coyote trail past the towering old 
cherry trees and out into the open perimeter 
where I catch a quick glimpse of the resident 
Red-tailed Fox as it scurries for cover. 

Night is falling quickly now as we head around 
the final corner back to the Stairway Trail. 
More deer scatter, their white tails glowing 
like beacons in the darkness. The tunnel of 
vegetation is now a pitch dark passage as let my 
feet lead the way down this familiar path with 
Janaki close behind. As we arrive back at our 
car, we have a heartfelt sense of gratitude for 
all the gifts of nature this special place offers 
to any quiet, observant wanderers.
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On August 30, Cynthia Reese found a black-
throated gray warbler on her walk at the Natural 
Area.  What a nice sighting!  Chris Howard was 
there on the 11th and also saw the bird.  Several more 
were sighted in the Tri-Cities area during September.

Linda Hanson found two white-crowned sparrows 
on S. Fork Russell Creek on September 1.  Now 
they are back in large numbers. Our winter birds are 
starting to return!

Along with our usual birds, I spotted a immature 
male Anna’s hummingbird at our feeder on 
September 1.  We still had calliope and black-
chinned hummingbirds until the middle of the 
month.  Later in the month an immature male 
rufous hummingbird spent several days in the yard 
before it also left for its long migration south.

On September 7, Melissa Cummins reported seeing 
69 red-tailed hawks, 3 Swainson’s hawks and 
several ravens in the freshly cut seed alfalfa fields on 
Byrnes Road.  Rodger and I drove out there the next 
day and saw raptors flying and sitting everywhere 
along that stretch of road.  It was so fun to watch!  
We noted that about half of them were Swainson’s 
hawks and we also spotted one northern harrier, 
an osprey and a sharp-shinned hawk.  There 
were many white-crowned sparrows and several 
Savannah sparrows along the brushy sides of the 
road. A yellow-rumped warbler and a western 
kingbird were also seen. 

Along with the black-throated gray warbler 
sighting at the Natural Area on September 11, Chris 
Howard also saw some other nice birds including 
cedar waxwings, black-capped chickadees, a 
western tanager and a Wilson’s warbler.

We had an orange-crowned warbler flitting around 
in the flowers in our back yard on September 12 as 
well as an immature female Anna’s hummingbird.  
The warbler stayed around for a week. The thick 
smoke didn’t seem to bother our regular birds, in 
fact the number of white-crowned sparrows seemed 
to increase.

We planted some giant sunflowers in our yard this 
year.  It’s been fun to watch the lesser goldfinches 
tearing the leaves.  At first we thought they were 
finding small insects on the leaves, but after reading 
up on this strange behavior we discovered they like 
to eat the foliage.  

Chris Howard saw huge flocks of cedar waxwings 
feeding on the choke cherries at the Natural Area 
on September 17.  He also saw several white-
crowned sparrows, a warbling vireo and a beautiful 
fox.  On September 18 he had a bonanza in his 
backyard including an orange-crowned warbler, 
a  spotted towhee, a ruby crowned kinglet, a house 
wren and a Anna’s hummingbird.

On September 20, Linda Hanson watched dark 
eyed juncos, white-crowned sparrows and two red-
breasted nuthatches in her backyard.

Linda and I walked South Fork Russell Creek on 
September 21.  We watched a red-naped sapsucker 
working a tree next to the road and saw 3 downy 
woodpeckers. We heard two gray catbirds and at 
least 11 spotted towhees. We saw a Steller’s jay, 
three northern harriers and a Cooper’s hawk. 
White-crowned sparrows and song sparrows were 
EVERYWHERE and there were black-capped 
chickadees and lesser goldfinches in several places.  

Several people resumed the Bennington Lake 
Tuesday walks on September 22, using social 
distancing of course.  There were a nice variety of 
waterfowl on the lake and the sunflower patch on 
the east side of the lake was teeming with finches 
and sparrows.  But the best sighting of the day was 
a Lewis’s woodpecker.  It was first seen at the Rooks 
Park parking lot, and later on a bluff at the lake.

Most of the migrants are headed south by now, but 
there is still a chance to find a few stragglers so keep 
your eyes open.  It won’t be long now before  rough 
legged hawks and snow geese return! Let me know 
what you are seeing in your yards and when you are 
out and about. housewren084@gmail.com  
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in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on 
Facebook. 

Bird of the Month
By Ginger Shoemake

Lesser Goldfinch
Spinus psaltria

Size: 4.5 inches

Description:  Stub-billed bird with long 
pointed wings and short notched tails. Males have a 
black cap, grey/green back and yellow underparts.  

Females have dull yellow underparts with faint 
streaking and olive backs. 
 
Lesser goldfinches prefer open brushy country, 
usually close to water.  They are gregarious birds 
with the same dipping, bouncy flight of the 
American goldfinch.  They mainly eat seeds and 
feed in small groups, moving through low weeds 
and plants to get the seeds, buds, flowers or fruits.  
They readily come to backyard feeders and prefer 
niger seed and hulled sunflower seeds. They often 
nest in cottonwoods and willows.  The female 
chooses the nest site and builds the nest in 4-8 days, 
usually 4 to 8 feet above ground on slender twigs 
several feet out from a main branch.  The average 
clutch size is 3-6 eggs.  Incubation period is 12-13 
days and nestling period is 12-14 days. 
 
Several years ago lesser goldfinches started showing 
up in small numbers around Walla Walla.  Since 
then they have become fairly common throughout 
the area.  They are daily visitors now at our home 
along Yellowhawk Creek, and we see many more of 
them than the larger American goldfinches at our 
feeders.
 
I hope you have lesser goldfinches at your feeders—
they are fun to watch.
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