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A curfew of curlews
Blue Mountain Audubon Society

No April Field Trip

But You Can Make Your Own!

Curlew

By Sue Parrish
Photos by Jim Parrish

Blue Mountain Audubon board has made the
decision to put organized group field trips on hold
until further notice. However, this doesn’t mean
that as we all do our best to flatten the curve, we
can’t enjoy our feathered friends by driving the
back roads with our “housemates” even from our
homes. For example, in the last few weeks, Jim and
I have found Mountain and Western Bluebirds on
Jasper Mt. Road, as well as a Pileated woodpecker,
hundreds of Robins and lots of Red Breasted
Nuthatches. Riggs Rd south of Touchet has had
curlews in the irrigated alfalfa fields; our last visit
yielded 23! Nine Mile Road has lots of Say’s
Phoebes, tons of Meadowlarks singing like crazy
and Horned Larks too. And by being “stuck” at
home and staring out the windows we’ve found a
White Throated Sparrow, a Vesper Sparrow, and
an Evening Grosbeak. So, feed those birds, report
what you see to https://www.facebook.com/
BlueMountainAudubonWallaWallaWa and keep our
fingers crossed that soon we will be out and together
again.

Say’s Phoebe

Red breasted nuthatch
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President’s Corner
By Chris Howard

Even though we may not be meeting in person I can imagine each
person is caring for their family, the community and our planet as
we journey this strange and difficult time. One of the opportunities
that we still have is getting out in nature and watching the arrival
of our Spring migrants. When we are not outside, there are lots
of bird related offerings on the internet. Cornell Labs is offering
web cam gatherings, National Audubon has Caring Birds photos –
both of which are guaranteed to make you smile. While our local
meetings are postponed until the time is right, I hope everyone will
stay healthy and strong and keep in touch with each other. Send
your bird sightings to Ginger at housewren084@gmail.com.

Online Birding

It comes without surprise that in compliance with the governor’s
mandate Blue Mountain Audubon will not be hosting an April
membership meeting or offering group field trips or bird walks
until we are given the all clear by the health authorities.
Don’t despair! As well as the ongoing opportunities for local
birdwatching with spring birds arriving every day, there are some
special online sites that will keep your curiosity and love of birds
alive. National Audubon (Audubon.org) offers many options to
make you smile and entertain your children. Beautiful photos and
heartwarming views of birds caring for each other. American Bird
Conservancy (abcbirds.org) offers great information on all kinds
of birds and bird issues. Cornell Lab of Ornithology (birds.cornell.
org.edu) offer an opportunity to sign up as a citizen scientist
observer on their bird cam of a family of Red Tailed Hawks.
If it’s a rainy day or you can’t sleep at night or your children are
getting bored, tune in to these sites to spot birds for both education
and entertainment.

http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:

housewren084@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:

Email: BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362
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BLUE MOUNTAIN AUDUBON FACEBOOK PAGE
Quite a yard bird! Did you see Paul
Tr e m a n ’ s p h o t o o f a M o u n t a i n
Chickadee? 1,150 regular followers of
BMAS Facebook Page did! Follow or
like our Facebook page to see the latest
bird sightings! You do not have to join
Facebook to visit our page. Just Google
“Blue Mountain Audubon Facebook” or
go to: https://www.facebook.com/
BlueMountainAudubonWallaWallaWa
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Title: Among Penguins
Author: Noah Strycker
This is Noah Strycker’s first book. It is a very
entertaining and interesting read about his experiences
in a remote Antarctic field camp with two other
scientists studying Adelie Penguins. It is a chance to
learn a lot about penguins and day-to-day life in a very
challenging environment.
Submitted by Linda Hanson
Blue Mountain Audubon Society

What Are You Reading?

No Membership Meeting in April
But here are some book recommendations that were
submitted for March.

Title: The Emerald Mile
Author: Kevin Fedarko
This is the true story of the epic journey of 3 master
oarsmen who launch their dory named the Emerald
Mile into the raging waters of the Grand Canyon during
a flood so great that Glen Canyon Dam was on the
verge of collapse. Their goal was to set the record for the
fastest trip through the Grand Canyon. This book is a
page turner! Warning: Reading this book will compel
you to sign up for a float through the Grand Canyon...
on a dory of course!
Submitted by Chris Howard

The Falcon Thief: A true tale of
adventure, treachery and the hunt for
the perfect bird
Author: Joshua Hammer
No, this is not a mystery but it is a thriller to read! This
is about an obsessed and arrogant smuggler who spent
years capturing endangered raptors to sell to billionaires
in the United Arab Emirates. Falcon racing is a big
business with huge purses for the winner.
Submitted by Nancy Mitchell

Title: A Seige of Bitterns
Author: Steve Burrows
If you like mysteries and birds, then the award-winning
nature author Steve Burrows is one to be checked out.
Each murder mystery is solved by a detective that also
birds, and often solved via clues only a birder would
recognize. This is the first book in a series and a great
read.
Submitted by Sue Parish
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Musings

A Quiet Spring
By Chris Howard

traffic up the road. There has been much
less disturbance than has been the case the
past few years of nesting in that very public
venue. I was there on my bike to check on her
and saw her eyes staring back at me from the
rear of her dark hole. No owlets were visible
but it won’t be long before their fluffy white
presence will be seen at the entrance. I also
checked on the other Great Horned Owl nest
on the south side of the lake. This mother
owl is much more exposed as she sits day and
night in a small nest in the top of a branchy
but leafless tree. It is going to be interesting
to see how she manages 2 or 3 owlets on such
a small nest. It is hard to get a good look at
the nest. There may be an owlet in there now.
May all beings including two-legged, winged,
four-legged, and all the creepy crawlers have
health and wellbeing.

Photo by Chris Howard

The virus and human movement restrictions
have done nothing to slow down the birds on
their annual journey northward. Even though
the Corps has made it more difficult to get
to Bennington Lake, I was there before
daylight on the morning of the spring equinox
to view a myriad of ducks and geese that
had spent the night on the lake. Along with
the numerous Mallards there were Pintails,
Scaups, Ringnecks, Mergansers and the high
pitched calling of the Killdeer. There was the
loud honking of the Canada Geese as they
rallied each other into a slow scampering take
off into the early morning sky. Of course this
is just the beginning of the migration. There
has been the delightful singing of the House
Finches, Song Sparrows and Bewicks Wrens as
well as the sweet “Feee-bee-bee” of the Black
Capped Chickadee that lets me know that
spring is definitely here.

Photo by Chris Howard

In a lot of ways this does seem like a quieter
Spring, especially in terms of the movement
of the two-leggeds. The decreased movement
of the motorized humans is not all bad. There
has been a notable decrease in the worldwide
greenhouse gas emissions. The Chinese have
put a stop to the legal wild animal marketing
which was the beginning of this rogue virus. I
have also seen an increase in generosity and
kindness as people reach out to support and
keep in touch with one another. There has
been a proliferation of free movies, trainings
and medical support information. I would
like to think that in some ways this forced
separation will eventually bring us closer
together.

The female Great Horned Owl that is just
about to hatch eggs in a hole above the
parking lot at Bennington told me that she is
extremely pleased that the Corps stopped
April 2020
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In the Field
By Ginger Shoemake

Chris Howard rode his mountain bike on the
east side of Bennington Lake on February 26. He
reported seeing a tundra swan, a bufflehead, a
northern pintail and about 200 mallards. Heading
over to the dead elk grove he flushed a great horned
owl before getting thoroughly stuck in the mud.
On February 27 Rodger and I found a pair of
western bluebirds at the first nest box on Jasper
Mountain Road. We also watched a male northern
harrier doing its diving display behavior along the
ridge. The next day Bruce Toews found a mountain
bluebird on Smith Spring Road.

on the water, as well as several ring-necked ducks,
a pair of common goldeneye, a ring-billed gull, a
killdeer and a great blue heron. As we were walking
back toward the parking lot a male house finch was
happily singing, reminding us that spring is in the
air.
On March 3, Paul and Judy Treman mentioned that
they still had a mountain chickadee coming to their
feeders. It first appeared about a month ago and
evidently has decided to wait out the winter in their
yard! They also had a spotted towhee.
For several years we have had a pair of Say’s phoebes
nesting in our neighborhood. On March 5 they
returned. Hopefully all the construction behind
us won’t make them decide to find a better place to
nest this year.

Photo by Jim Parrish

Photo by Jim Parrish

Bob and Mary Betts watched 38 sandhill cranes fly
over at MarNary NWR Headquarters on March 9.
They also saw an orange-crowned warbler, several
yellow-rumped warblers, and of course many
waterfowl.

Lesser goldfinch
Chris Howard walked the Natural Area on March
1 and found lesser goldfinches, a belted kingfisher,
magpies, black-capped chickadees, a varied thrush
a red-tailed hawk, a Cooper’s hawk, juncos, song
sparrows and a northern flicker. But the best find
of the day was a beautiful red fox!

Ring-necked duck

Twelve of us walked Bennington Lake on March
3. It was amazing how much the water level had
dropped since last week. It was nice to be able to
walk the trails and not be up to our knees in mud!
However, it will be some time before we will be able
to walk the lower trail. Hopefully we’ll be able to
find the summer birds when they arrive - especially
the warblers. Today the birds were pretty sparse.
We did find a new great horned owl nest on the
south side of the lake. There were many mallards

On March 10, the Bennington Lake walkers were
treated to a singing northern shrike. Not only
did it sing, but it also gurgled and rattled making
sounds I had never heard before. The lake was full
of waterfowl (in the small area of the lake where
there is water), mallards, ring-necked ducks and
American wigeons. A ruby-crowned kinglet was
singing cheerfully and Bewick’s wrens were very
vocal. The red-tailed hawks were protecting their
nest, and female great horned owls were on nests
at the south end of the lake and in the parking
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lot. We walked mostly on the lower trail, but there
really wasn’t a trail most of the time and the mud is
everywhere, although mostly packed and fairly firm.
The blue jay was back in Wendy Foster’s
neighborhood on March 10. She was outside and
heard it and then saw it briefly before it took off.
Rodger and I drove our Touchet North raptor route
on March 11. Our raptor numbers were dismal, but
we did see some nice birds including a loggerhead
shrike on Nine Mile Canyon Road and a herd of
over
30 elk on Dodd Road. Humorist Road was full
of waterfowl in the ponds, a pair of bald eagles,
and over 10,000 snow geese that flew over us
continuously for at least a half hour.
Winter returned to Walla Walla on March 14 with
a couple inches of snow and cold temperatures.
Many people reported large numbers of birds at
their feeders - we had about 40 lesser goldfinches
at the niger socks and lots of other birds too. The
Denny’s yard was full of birds and they had a
surprise visit from a common redpoll. A vesper
sparrow spent the day feeding on the ground at Sue
and Jim Parrish’s house. They also had a whitethroated sparrow in with the other usual birds.

breasted nuthatches and fields of grass widows.
On the way up, we stopped briefly on Coppei
Creek and were surprised to find many singing fox
sparrows.
Bird activity is about to change as the summer birds
start to return. Even though we are now urged to
stay home, we can still enjoy the new birds in our
yards. And we can still get outdoors to exercise and
look for birds as long as we avoid other people.
Email me with your sightings: housewren084@
gmail.com

Birds to Look for in April

Cinnamon teal		Blue-winged teal
Osprey		Swainson’s hawk
Greater yellowlegs		Spotted sandpiper
Vaux’s swift		Calliope hummingbird
Rufous hummingbird		
Black-chinned hummingbird
Bank swallow		Barn swallow
Hammond’s flycatcher		Western kingbird
House wren		Cassin’s’ vireo
Orange-crowned warbler		Yellow warbler
Townsend’s warbler		Lazuli bunting
Chipping sparrow		Vesper sparrow

On March 16, Rodger and I finished up our winter
raptor surveys for 2019-2020. We found 8 great
horned owls (six of them on nests), 59 red-tailed
hawks, 14 American kestrels, 2 northern harriers
and one ferruginous hawk. We also saw 3 mountain
bluebirds and 5 Say’s phoebes. Meadowlarks were
singing everywhere!
Long-billed curlews returned the third week of
March. Several people reported seeing them on
Riggs Road. We drove out there on March 21 and
found 19 of them in the alfalfa fields.
On March 22, we drove up Jasper Mountain Road to
check on the bluebirds after MerryLynn cleaned out
all the boxes (thank you MerryLynn!!) We found
11 western bluebirds and one pair of mountain
bluebirds. We also saw two very noisy whiteApril 2020
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Their nests are cup shaped and are made of weeds,
grass and other plant fibers. They are usually placed
in the crook of a tree or shrub. However, they are
also very adaptive and have been known to build
nests on the top of transformers and other structures.
Incubation is 18-19 days and is carried out by the
female. Clutch size is 3-7 eggs.

Bird of the Month

Western Kingbird
Tyrannus verticalis

By Ginger Shoemake

Size: 8.5 inches
Description: A large flycatcher with gray

They fly out to capture flying insects from
conspicuous perches, often making long sallies over
open fields. They are mostly insectivores, but may
eat fruits of elderberry, hawthorn, mulberry and other
shrubs.

Western kingbirds are migratory and live in open
habitats, where they perch on utility lines, fences, and
trees. They prefer valleys and lowlands (grasslands,
deserts, sagebrush, agricultural fields and open
woodland) and are a familiar summertime sight in
these habitats across western North America. They
aggressively fend off predators and other kingbirds
from their territories. The males warn off intruders
with harsh busses or whirring wings. Both sexes snap
their bills and raise their crowns when provoked. The
male has an impressive courtship display in which he
twists and turns to about 60 feet in the air at which
point he stalls, and then tumbles, flips and twists as he
falls towards the ground.

Photo by Rodger Shoemake

upperparts, white throat and upper breast, and a
yellow lower breast and belly. Wings are brown and
the tail is black with white edges. Sexes are similar.

In these times
when we bemoan
deforestation,
western kingbirds
have actually
benefited from
the cutting of
forests. Alfalfa
and livestock
pastures provide
a plentiful diet
of insects. Look
for them to return
this month.

Mission Statement:

Blue Mountain Audubon Society
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.
Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on
Facebook.

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106,
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

