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Blue Mountain Audubon Society

Membership Meeting

Birds of the Hawaiian Islands
Thursday, May 16, 2019—7 p.m.

Olin Hall, Room 129 on the Whitman College campus

Photo by Jim Parrish

Photo by Jim Parrish

Presented by Jim and Sue Parrish
Join us on a photo presentation on the birds of
the Hawaiian Islands. We’ll visit the Big Island of
Hawaii, as well as Maui and Kauai, along the way
discovering birds that live from the coastlines to
the slopes of Mauna Kea at 7,000 ft. As the habitat
changes from black sand beaches and recent lava
flows to native forests, so do the birds. We’ll share
the interesting non natives, as well as the endemic
and endangered honey creepers found no where else
on earth. And of course, a few shots of lava flows,
beaches, turtles, and whales.
The Parrish’s have lived in the WW area since 1983.
Jim is a retired dentist and Sue is a retired science
educator. Both have become avid birders since
taking Mike Denny’s birding class in 2008.

Highway Pickup

Thank you, Larry Boe, for organizing this
important event to help keep our community clean!

Photo by Paul Treman

Blue Mountain Audubon had a very successful
Highway 12 Pick-up on April 20. Ten folks came in
spite of a rainy forecast. Thankfully, it didn’t rain.
Our mile of highway shoulders and median is now
spiffy clean!!! Many thanks for all who came--more
hands made faster work and more fun!

Blue Mountain Audubon Society

Board Meeting
May 9 at 7:00 P.M.

Membership Meeting
May 16 at 7:00 p.m.

Board of Directors

President: Chris Howard
Vice President: Jeff Fredson
Secretary: Paul and Judy Treman
Treasurer: Jonathan Webster
Conservation: Mike Denny
Education: Kathy McConnell
Membership: Melissa Webster and
Holly Howard

Programs and
Publicity: Nancy Mitchell
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: Kathy Howard
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Paul Treman
Magpiper Layout: Wendy Foster
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

Photo by Judy Treman

Monthly Calendar

Field Trip
Jasper Mountain
Bluebirds and
Wildflowers

Saturday, May 4
8:00 a.m. to approx. 4:00 Western Bluebird
p.m.
Leaders: Mike and MerryLynn Denny
Join Mike and MerryLynn Denny on a fun trip to Jasper Mountain in
the Blue Mountains east of Dixie. Our first stop will be along Coppei
Creek where summer birds will be singing. Our route will continue
up Jasper Mountain Road along the Audubon Bluebird Trail to the top
where there will be a restroom stop (outhouse). We will be looking for
bluebirds, early spring arrivals, and blooming flowers along the way; in
addition to enjoying the fresh mountain air and scenic views.
The gravel mountain roads are in good shape and suitable for passenger
cars. Bring a lunch, snacks, something to drink, sturdy boots/shoes and
dress in layers as it will likely be cooler than in the valleys below. Also,
bring your binoculars, camera, and FRS radios (walkie talkies) if you have
them.
Meet at the Harper Joy Theater parking lot on the Whitman College
campus and we will car pool. You do not have to be a member of Blue
Mountain Audubon Society to attend, the field trip is free and no preregistration is required (just show up). If you have any questions, contact
the Dennys at m.denny@charter.net.

Website:

http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:

Photo by PaulTreman

housewren084@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:

Email: BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Mountain Bluebirds
May 2019
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Blue Mountain Audubon Society

Blue Mountain Audubon Society

Friday, May 17, 8:00 p.m. to approx.
9:30 p.m.

Saturday, June 22, is the tentative date for Jeff
and Cheryl Fredson’s annual Blue Mountain
Wildflower field trip in the Tollgate area. Mark
your calendar for this date, but check the Blue
Mountain Audubon web site and Facebook Page

Field Trip
Full Moon at
Bennington Lake

Photo by Paul Treman

Back by popular demand is another moon-lit walk
around the end of Bennington Lake. Join Chris as
he leads the group in a leisurely walk to see the lake
and surrounding areas immersed in shimmering
golden moonlight as the full moon creeps higher in
the sky.

Saturday, June 22, is the tentative date for Jeff and
Cheryl Fredson’s annual Blue Mountain Wildflower
field trip in the Tollgate area. Mark your calendar
for this date, but check the Blue Mountain
Audubon web site and Facebook Page later in
May for confirmation. The Fredson’s always
strive for the field trip to occur at or near the peak
wildflower time and it is a little early to make that
determination with the heavy snowfall that we have
had this year.

If you have any questions, call or e-mail Chris at
509-386-5827 and chrish.734@gmail.com
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Photos by Kathy McConnell

The moonlight should be bright enough that the
trail will be easily visible without a flashlight. Listen
and look for geese and ducks on the lake, and look
for Great-horned Owls silhouetted against the
moon-lit sky. On the far side of the lake we may see
and hear beavers as they slap the water with their
tails warning others of our presence. There will be
other sights and sounds, as well, that are unique to
clear night air enhanced in full moonlight.
All ages are encouraged to attend and you do not
need to be a member of Blue Mountain Audubon
to attend. There is no pre-registration required; just
show up. We will meet at the Bennington Lake
parking lot near the boat launch. Dress for the
evening night air and bring a flashlight, which you
hopefully won’t need.

Photo by Paul Trreman

Leader: Chris Howard

Field Trip
June Wildflowers

Arbor Day by Kathy McConnell
The City of Walla Walla Parks Department hosted an
Arbor Day Event in Pioneer Park in April. Audubon
Society offered paper plates and owl stickers or sticks
and moss for building nests. It was great to see children and sometimes their parents work together to
make magpie or osprey-like nests on top of stumps.
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Wenas Audubon Society

56th Annual Wenas Audubon Campout
Photo by Chris Howard

Wenas Creek Campground
Memorial Day Weekend, May 24–27

Arthur G. Rempel

Ft. Walla Walla Natural Area

Trail Maintenance

March 30th found a flurry of activity occurring
at the Natural Area. 26 volunteers from the
Blue Mountain Land Trust trail maintenance
organization, Blues Crew and our own Audubon
volunteers went to work spreading bark on the
area trails and building a bridge across a spring fed
stream. Now is the perfect time to view this wonderful
natural oasis next to Ft. Walla Walla Museum. See our
website for a map: www.blumtn.org.

New Audubon Membership
Flyers and the Pocket Field
Checklist to Area Birds Are
Available in Pioneer Park
Photo by Kathy McConnell

by Kathy McConnell
The Free Little Wallla Walla
Library box, located near the
bird cages in Pioneer Park, has
a new additon. On the east side
of the box there are two flyer
containers that will be stocked
with information forms. The
first one flyer is about the local
Audubon chapter and doubles as
a membership form. The second one is the Pocket
Field Checklist to Area Birds compiled by Mike and
Mary Lynn Denny. Let anyone interested in birding
know about their availablity.
May 2019

You’re invited to attend a celebration of birds,
bats, butterflies, botany, and the beauty of spring
in eastern Washington. The 56th Annual Wenas
Audubon Campout will take place on Memorial
Day Weekend (May 24-27, 2019) at the The
Hazel Wolf Bird Sanctuary at the Wenas Creek
Campground (SW of Ellensburg).
Visit the Wenas Audubon website (www.
wenasaudubon.org) for directions, an outline of
field trips and programming, and more information
(2019 program coming soon). The campout is free
and open to all ages. No reservations or registrations
needed; just show up, set up camp, and participate
in activities.
General questions? Contact Carol Kohler,
carolkohler98607@gmail.com

2019 Puget Sound BirdFest
Edmonds, Sept 13-15

Description: This annual three-day event includes
speakers, guided walks, land and water-based field
trips, exhibits, and educational activities for children
and adults. Most events are free, however
pre-registration and/or a small fee is required for
some events. Please contact Jennifer Leach (Jennifer.
leach@edmondswa.gov) for a more information and
our press release!

Blue Mountain Audubon

Facebook Page

For information regarding Blue
Mountain Audubon programs, field trips,
events, beautiful bird sightings and more . .
Check out Blue Mountain Audubon Facebook
page at: https://www.facebook.com/
BlueMountainAudubonWallaWallaWa/
You do not need to sign up with Facebook to
look at our page.
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Migration Continues
By Ginger Shoemake

By the end of May, all of the summer migrants will
have returned. Some only stop here on their way
north, but most stay here and nest. Here’s what to
look for in May.
Blue-winged teal
Long-billed dowitcher
Wilson’s phalarope
Franklin’s gull
Lewis’s woodpecker
Western wood peewee
Dusky flycatcher
Warbling vireo
MacGillivray’s warbler
Wilson’s warbler
Yellow-breasted chat
Western tanager

Lark sparrow
Black-headed grosbeak
Lazuli bunting
Bullock’s oriole
Common nighthawk
Olive-sided flycatcher
Willow flycatcher
Eastern kingbird
Veery
Swainson’s thrush
Gray catbird
Green-tailed towhee

Musings

Winter Survival
By Chris Howard
Springtime is a banquet of Earthly delights
for a nature lover. A smorgasbord of sights,
sounds and smells as Mother Nature awakens
from her winter slumber.

May 2019

Nature can also be exuberant in the spring and
such was the event in early April when warm
rain melted the snow pack in the mountains
and threatened to flood the humans snuggled
in their homes and offices in the Walla Walla
Valley. Water was sent over the falls at Rooks
Park and diverted into Bennington Lake. Roads
were closed to the lake and chocolate brown
water went raging down Mill Creek through the
narrow downtown channels. It didn’t take long
before water had risen in the lake completely
flooding the cottonwood forests and all the
lakeside hiking trails.
Photos by Chris Howard

On a spring morning in early April, as the
weather was just beginning to warm up, I
went on a hike up the South Fork of the Walla
Walla River trail joined by my wife Kathy, our
daughter and the dogs. Our first reminder
of spring came when we stood on the bank
of rapidly flowing waters and watched an
American Dipper bobbing up and down on a
nearby rock singing its heart out, obviously
determined to attract a mate over the din of
the tumbling waters. Exuberance is the word
that jumped to my mind as I listened to this
spring soloist.

Continuing down the trail, we came to a sunny
opening in the shady, mostly coniferous forest.
While soaking up the sun, I looked down and
noticed movement in the matted grass at my
feet. The movement was that of lady bugs
emerging from their winter hibernation. There
were thousands of orange specks crawling on
nearby fallen logs,
shrubs and pathways.
Once I became
sensitized to the
lady bug movements,
I noticed that they
were everywhere along
the trail wherever there was a sunny opening.
The number of lady bugs was truly countless.
What I also found interesting was that they
had somehow known where the sun would
shine through the trees in the spring when
they made their choice of congregation in the
fall when the sun was in an entirely different
position in the sky. Emergence is the word for
this amazing spring phenomenon.

Continued on p. 6
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Musings cont. from p. 5

By Ginger Shoemake

On March 26 the Tuesday walkers at Bennington
Lake were treated to a visit from a black-necked
stilt. The other notable sighting was a number of
black-capped chickadees that greeted us all along
the trail with their spring calls and chirps. They
were happy the snow was gone and so were we!
Mike and MerryLynn found a burrowing owl in
northern Walla Walla County on March 26. It’s
been several years since one has been seen in the
county so this was an exciting discovery.
On March 29, Melissa Cummins saw four tundra
swans grazing in a field east of Lowden. She also
noted that an osprey was on one of the platforms
near Lowden.
Dick Unrue watched a pair of kestrels nesting in
a woodpecker box outside his kitchen window on
April 1st. The male was in the box with a mouse.
May 2019

Was he taking the mouse to the female? She
returned to the tree as he popped out of the hole
with the mouse.

Photo by Mike Denny

In the Field

Photo by Dick Unrue

While this made for difficult lakeside hiking, it
was the perfect time for forest canoeing. Tim
Sampson, a friend and fellow birdwatcher, and
I took advantage of high waters and launched
his canoe into the flooded lake. We first went
over to check on a lake side Great Horned Owl
nest and sadly found it to be non-existentthe flood waters had brought the small tree
and nest down. A wide variety of duck species
shared the lake with us. Wood ducks were
enjoying the flooded cottonwood copse as
we paddled over the top of our normal hiking
trails. Quietly paddling up the diversion canal,
we were suddenly surprised by a commotion
in the bushes on the steep stream bank. Our
attention became fixed as large brown adult
beaver came bursting out of the bushes and
splashed into the water next to our canoe
leaving a trail of bubbles across the still brown
waters. You never know what nature will serve
for a spring feast for the senses.

MerryLynn Denny sent this report on the Millet
Pond Field Trip that was held on April 6.
“Despite the less than ideal weather forecast 18
birders showed up for the Field Trip to the Millet
Pond today. Yes it was rainy for the first hour but
then it cleared up and was fairly sunny and breezy
the rest of the day - ended with 83 species of birds.
We started at Madam Dorion Park where a large
porcupine was sleeping up in a cottonwood tree.
2 wood ducks were not far off —also up in top of
tree. At the Millet Pond were many waterfowl - and
3 black-necked stilts. Swallows were abundant
over the ponds - tree, violet-green, cliff, and a few
rough-winged were zipping around us. A great egret
and dunlin were there as well. At Railex ponds 3
cinnamon teal were cooperative. After a stop at
Hood Park where a common loon was seen by all,
we ate lunch at the blind at McNary NWR. Here
the snow and white-fronted geese were abundant
—along with all the expected waterfowl. Yellow
headed blackbirds were back in the marsh. In
Wallula Gap the white-throated swifts and a canyon
wren showed for all. Up Hatch Grade we were
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surprised by 3 young Bull Elk and 4 rough-legged
hawks. Up 9 Mile Canyon ferruginous hawks were
at their nest and western and mountain bluebirds
were a real treat, along with a Say’s phoebe.
Sandhill cranes flew over on Hatch Grade and 9
Mile Canyon Road. On Byrnes Rd a long-billed
curlew was calling and landed in a field for good
scope views. A Swainson’s hawk was just east of
Touchet—our first of the year.” Thanks Mike and
MerryLynn for a great trip.
Mike and MerryLynn birded the Walla Walla River
Delta on April 7 where they found Caspian terns,
western sandpipers, cinnamon teals and black-necked
stilts. Then they drove up to Lower Monumental
Dam. On the way they saw a total of 36 rough-legged
hawks on the move. It’s time for them to head north
to nest. There were Swainson’s hawks on Frog
Hollow Road on their way out of town.
Tom Meinzen reported Vaux’s swifts at Whitman
College on April 8. According to MerryLynn’s records,
this is the earliest they have returned in 14 years!
The Tuesday walkers were able to get into the
Bennington Lake parking lot on April 16. The
water was still covering the lower trail so we walked
the middle trail instead. The lake was full of ducks!
The most unusual one was a Eurasian wigeon. Two
ospreys flew over the lake a couple times but must
have decided the water was too high and muddy to
be able to see any fish. They will be back when the
lake is stocked at the end of the month. Two great
horned owl chicks were at the nest in the bank in
the parking lot being harassed by a common raven.
A pair of Cooper’s hawks were screeching near their
nest and the red-tailed hawk was on her nest. It
will be interesting to see how the lower trail changes
once the water levels recede.
We had our first hummingbird in the yard on April
18—a gorgeous male rufous hummingbird that was
glowing in the sunlight. MerryLynn found two
calliope hummingbirds the same day along the
canal that goes into Bennington Lake.
On April 19 we drove up Jasper Mountain Road to
look at the bluebirds. There were over 20 western
May 2019

bluebirds and a pair of mountain bluebirds near
the boxes. If you haven’t been up to see them, it’s
worth the drive. There were also many Cassin’s
finches, several yellow-rumped warblers, redbreasted nuthatches, chipping sparrows, Savannah
sparrows and more. It’s always a good road for
birding in the spring and summer.
MerryLynn walked Scenic Loop on April 19 and
found the first Nashville warblers of the year. It
won’t be long before all the warblers return!
Cynthia Reese reported bird sightings around her
place on Last Chance Road on April 19. The marsh
continued to have Wilson’s snipe and green winged
teal. One day there were five black-necked stilts, a
lesser yellowlegs and a cinnamon teal as well. The
pileated woodpecker is around periodically and
there were American white pelicans flying along
the Walla Walla River almost daily.
The house wrens are back! MerryLynn found several
at the millet pond on April 20 and we saw them at
our son’s place on Stateline the same day. Also on
Stateline was a western kingbird.
A willet showed up at the Walla Walla River Delta
on April 21. It’s not a bird you would expect to
see in the county but one that is commonly seen
at Malheur. Also on April 21, Nancy Mitchell
reported the bank swallows had returned to the
road cut on Cottonwood Road.
Guess what MerryLynn saw in her yard on April
22? A lazuli bunting! Check out the photo on the
Blue Mountain Facebook page.
The Tuesday walkers found some nice birds at
Bennington Lake on April 23 including a Nashville
warbler, a cinnamon teal, calliope hummingbirds,
an osprey, western kingbirds, house wrens and
chipping sparrows.
Every day a new report seems to come in about
returning birds. What an exciting time! I hope you all
have a chance to get out and enjoy all birds this summer
in our valley. Remember to check the Blue Mountain
Facebook page often to see what is being seen.
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Bird of the Month

Western Tanager
Piranga ludoviciana

Photo by George Jameson

Size: 7.25 inches

Description: Male is
very colorful with
a orange-red head,
bright yellow front,
black back and wings
and two wing bars.
Female is grayish
green above and pale
yellow below.
Western tanagers are
stocky birds that are summer residents of open woods
all over the West, particularly among coniferous
forests where they often stay hidden in the canopy.
However, when they do make an appearance they
are certain to get the attention of everyone nearby
because of their dramatic coloration. They usually
forage in the upper parts of conifers, so watch those
treetops carefully. Their song is a hoarse, American
robin-like song, short and burry with low, chuckling
call notes. You will probably hear them before you
see them.

Female western tanagers do all of the nest building,
which is made from twigs, branches and roots. The
nest is lined with finer fibers such as moss, pine
needles and grasses. The final product has a hastily
assembled look: a loosely woven, open, flat bowl
with a relatively small cup for eggs. Clutch size is
3-5 eggs and incubation period is about 13 days.
Nestlings then stay in the nest another 15 days or so.
During breeding season, their diet consists of mostly
insects—wasps, ants, termites, stinkbugs, cicadas,
beetles, grasshopper, dragonflies, caterpillars and
more. They will eat fruit, especially during the fall
and winter.
Around the turn of the twentieth century they were
thought to pose a significant threat to commercial
fruit crops, so many of them were shot. Today it is
illegal to shoot native birds so western tanagers are
safer than they were a century ago.
Western tanagers are long distance migrants and
usually travel at night. They winter in Central
America and return to our area in early May.
Although they usually nest higher in the Blues, they
can be seen locally on their way to their nesting
grounds. Look for them in your yard or when you
are out walking riparian areas along the many creeks
in the county.

Mission Statement:

Blue Mountain Audubon Society
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.
Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on
Facebook.

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106,
Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

