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The Magpiper
Blue Mountain Audubon Society

Blue Mountain Audubon Society 

Membership Meeting
Thursday, February 21, 2019—7 p.m.
Kimball Theatre in Hunter Conservatory, 324 Boyer 
Avenue —NOTE different location!

The toughest crowd: Engaging 
high-schoolers in community 
science bird monitoring 
Presented by Teri Anderson, Washington Audubon’s 
Chapter Network Manager

 This talk tells the story of a reluctant high school 
environmental group in Mexico that transformed 
their community and their futures through birding.

Teri serves Washington’s 
25 chapters as a liaison 
and networking resource. 
She brings a diverse and 
international perspective to 
the work of conservation 
management. Having served 
as a Peace Corps Volunteer in 
Mexico and a National Park 

Ranger in Alaska, Teri recognizes the challenges of 
balancing human development with environmental 
health. Her work in community science in Mexico 
engaged local, Indigenous youth in bird monitoring, 
resulting in new conservation policy and the arrival 
of ecotourism to the area. Teri has published a 
field guide to birds of the Sierra Gorda Biosphere 
Reserve and a visitor’s guide to the National Park of 
American Samoa. She has a BA in Journalism and 
Foreign Languages and a MS in Natural Resource 
Management from the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. She performs with the Market Street 
Singers, trains outdoor guides for Ballard Kayak, and 
lives on a sailboat.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society 

Field Trip
Bennington Lake
Saturday, February 23, 9:00 a.m. to approx.11:30 a.m.

Leaders: Tuesday Bennington Lake Walkers

Bennington Lake is one of the prime birding spots 
in Walla Walla County.  February is a good month 
at the lake for seeing year-round birds not hidden 
by leaves (such as Great-horned Owls, Black-capped 
Chickadees and Downy Woodpeckers) and winter 
birds (such as Townsend’s Solitaires, Northern 
Shrike and White-crowned Sparrows).  In addition, 
expect a surprise or two - maybe a Long-eared Owl 
or an early Spring arrival?

And who better to help you find and see birds than 
birders that walk the trails around the lake every 
week throughout the year?  Plan to walk between 2 
and 3 miles.  The trails could be muddy, so wearing 
boots is recommended and maybe bring a walking 
stick.  Don’t forget your binoculars and dress for 
the weather.

Meet at the lake parking lot by the restroom at 
the end of Reservoir Road.  You do not have to be 
a member of Blue Mountain Audubon to attend, 
the walk is free and no pre-registration is required 
(just show up).  Beginning birders and families are 
encouraged to attend.  If you have any questions, 
contact Paul and Judy Treman at 527-0722 or 
pjtreman@charter.net. 
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Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting
February 14 at 7:00 P.M.

Membership Meeting
February 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Board of Directors
President: Chris Howard
Vice President: Jeff Fredson
Secretary: Paul and Judy Treman
Treasurer: Jonathan Webster
Conservation: Mike Denny
Education: Kathy McConnell
Membership: Melissa Webster and 
Holly Howard
Programs and
Publicity: Nancy Mitchell
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: Kathy Howard
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Paul Treman
Magpiper Layout: Wendy Foster
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org

Bird sightings:
housewren084@gmail.com

Contact BMAS:
Email: BlueMtnAudubon@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362
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Enhance your Birding 
Knowledge and Enjoyment
By Paul Treman, Field Trip Coordinator

Winter birds are still here and spring migratory birds will soon be 
arriving.  So, this would be a good time to think about expanding 
your knowledge and enjoyment of watching birds in 2019.   
  
My suggestion is to participate in Blue Mountain Audubon Society 
field trips.  This applies to people of all birding skill levels, those 
new to our area, those that seldom look for birds beyond their yard 
bird feeders, as well as everyone that enjoys watching birds or wants 
to learn more about birds. 

How participating in field trips will enhance your birding 
knowledge and enjoyment:

1.  How many of the over 300 bird species seen in Walla Walla 
County have you seen? With the help of experienced field trip 
leaders and field trip participants, you will see and be able to 
identify more birds than birding on your own. 

2.  Your overall knowledge of bird habitats, behavior, and 
migration patterns will be enhanced.  Do you know where and 
when migrating Gray-crowned Rosy Finch can usually be found?   

3.  You will drive on roads and visit places new to you.  For 
example, have you been to Jasper Mountain or Charbonneau Park 
along the Snake River?

4.  After learning where to go birding for certain birds, you can go 
there on your own. 

5.  You will meet and enjoy people with similar interests.  If you 
didn’t already know, I can attest birders are very congenial people.

Happy Birding.
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Bad Weather Birding
By Chris Howard

Saturday, January 20th, Mill Creek Field Trip 
was just about to be cancelled because of cold, 
wet and rainy weather, the perfect ingredients for 
hypothermia. Suddenly a car pulls up and 3 very 
determined looking women wearing marginal 
raincoats and jeans, struggling to hold down the 
edges of their umbrellas in the blustery wind, 
walked over and announced that they were from 
Waitsburg and there for the field trip. As the rain 
increased in intensity and the wind turned one 
umbrella inside out, another woman walked up 
with a reasonable raincoat and jeans and stated that 
she was from Seattle and there for the field trip. 
Another local fellow dressed in full raingear was 
also up to the challenge. How could we cancel with 
these long distance adherents here chomping at the 
bit? So the six of us headed down the road next to 
the raging creek waters looking for any bird that 
was willing poke its head out in the storm. After a 
45 minute walk up the creek with the wind and rain 
to our backs we crossed the bridge and began the 
return walk. This time with the wind to our faces. 
By now it was clear that the Waitsburg women had 
picked up the pace and they were heading for the 
warmth of their car. There were no binoculars in 
sight or slowing their stride to view the beautiful 
male and female Common Mergansers perched on 

rocks in the midst of the swirling waters. When the 
other three of us who had been looking for birds, 
reached the parking lot, they were slowly driving 
away waving goodbye to us with smiles on their 
faces. I nominate them for the bad weather birders 
badge of courage!

Bad Weather Birding list 
(in addition to Common Mergansers)

White Crown Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lesser Goldfinch
House Finch
Junco
Bewick’s Wren
Robin

Mark Your Calendars
Upcoming Field Trips
Leaders: Mike and MerryLynn Denny

Saturday March 16 - Wallula Gap - will look 
for early Spring migrant birds and wildflowers

Saturday April 6 - Millet Pond and 
Madam Dorian Park - will look for 
Cinnamon and Blue-winged Teal, swallows and 
other Spring migrants

Details will be in the March Magpiper
—Paul Treman Field Trip Coordinator

Tuesday Bennington Bird Walk
For the naturalist a sought after gift is to 
establish a true sense of place. The sense of 
place is that special location that they walked 
and explored over and over again at all times 
of the year in all kinds of weather, under the 
magical moonlight and searing summer sun. 
This special place takes on the familiarity of 
one’s back yard. By returning to the same place 
one sees the constant changes of the seasons, 
the variations in the migratory bird patterns. 
One way to develop a sense of place is to join 
the Tuesday, Bennington Lake bird walk. Meet 
at the parking lot at 9am Tuesday morning 
with binoculars for a walk around the lake. 
Who knows what bird might show up?
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Musings by Chris Howard
Phantoms in the Fog
Its 4:30 pm on a winter day and the fog out-
side is pea soup thick- a great time to go out 
to Bennington Lake to see what kind of busi-
ness the owls are up to. When I reach the 
parking lot I look out to survey the duck pop-
ulation on the lake but the lake is invisible be-
hind a blanket of fog. Three fast flying ducks 
zip through the fog overhead and mallards 
quack in the distance. I search the branches 
of the cottonwoods silhouetted against the 
grey sky for an owl that might be acting as 
sentry for the potential nesting holes in the 
cliff. But they are not on duty.

Judging the length of time left in the day is 
difficult on a foggy day. There is no sun to 
set behind the horizon; all is grey that turns 
darker and darker.  I quickly head down one 
of the trails toward the muddy channel that 
no longer offers water to the drained lake.  
Reaching the opening in the trees, I spot my 
first phantom in the fog. The oval, football 
shape of the Great Horned Owl is perched 
motionless behind a scattering of orange 
willow branches. I look carefully for a mate in 
the nearby branches, but this owl is a loner. 
The orange of the willows offer a welcome 
burst of color in this grey and black world. 
Moving quickly across the mud flats and up 
into the woods, I continue the search with 
what little time is left. There is nothing like 
searching for owls in the dimming light to 
heighten one’s senses. Owls are experts at 
camouflage, especially in thick forest. I care-
fully examine all the willow and cottonwood 
thickets but either they are absent or very 
well hidden. Cutting across the field at the 
base of the hill, I quietly enter “Owl Alley”. 
Tip toeing into the deepening gloom I have 
gone hardly 10 yards when I see the rapid 
flapping wings of an owl exiting the far end of 
this grove of pines. The siting was too far and 
too fast to tell if it was a Great Horned Owl 
or the less common Long-Eared Owl.

For a Fun Winter Walk 
Try Fort Walla Walla Natural Area 

The winter walk begins with a Coopers Hawk 
perched high in the bare branches of an ancient 
Cottonwood Tree. As the trail leads closer, the hawk 
swoops down and disappears into the canopy. There 
is no bad time to hike the Natural Area trails. Each 
season transforms the area into a new and different 
landscape. In winter time, one finds the trails to 
be wide open with the surrounding bushes at their 
low point allowing for enhanced views of the wild 
surroundings.  Following the trail through the 
winter stillness under arched passageways provides 
an air of mystery for the curious nature lover. These 
trails are especially fun and exciting for families 
with youngsters who will grow from the sense of 
exploration. A map can be downloaded from the 
Blue Mountain Audubon website www.blumtn.org.

Blue Mountain Audubon 
Facebook Page—Did you see 

Paul Treman’s photo of a Townsend’s Solitaire 
eating a juniper berry? 1025 regular followers 
of BMAS Facebook Page did! Follow or like our 
Facebook page to see the latest bird sightings! 
You do not have to join Facebook to visit our 
page. Just Google “Blue Mountain Audubon 
Facebook” or go to: https://www.facebook.com/
BlueMountainAudubonWallaWallaWa
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In the Field
by Ginger Shoemake
 
January 1 began the New Year for counting birds 
in Walla Walla County.  MerryLynn Denny tallies 
the species seen throughout the year and reports 
them on the Blue Mountain Audubon website.  
114 species were reported to her by the end of the 
day. The most unusual bird seen was a red-naped 
sapsucker that Dian Ver Valen found in a tree on 
Biscuit Ridge Road. Here are some other highlights 
of the day. Mike and MerryLynn saw a dunlin, 
a long billed dowitcher and a lesser yellowlegs 
at the Walla Walla River Delta, 64 yellow-headed 
blackbirds and two tri-colored blackbirds at the 
Wallula poop piles, a red-necked grebe at Ice 
Harbor Dam, a Harris’s sparrow and a swamp 
sparrow at Madam Dorian Park, and a short-
eared owl on Britton Road.  Rodger and I found a 
ferruginous hawk on Byrnes Road, a rock wren 
on Nine Mile Canyon Road and a merlin on Dodd 
Road. Nat Drumheller saw 25 wood ducks on 
South Wilbur ponds.  He also saw three ruffed 
grouse and a northern goshawk on Lewis Peak 
Road.

Jim and Sue Parrish found over 50 red crossbills on 
Jasper Mountain Road on January 4. They reported 
them in several different locations along the road. 

 They also saw a northern shrike on Scenic Loop 
Road.

Mike and MerryLynn saw a Eurasian wigeon at 
Hood Park on January 5.  They also reported over 
350 wood ducks in the area south of the highway.  

Mike and MerryLynn took Paul, Judy and I over 
to the west side of the county on January 11 so we 
could work on our county lists for 2019.  Madam 
Dorian Park was very birdy.  The Russian olive 
trees were full of cedar waxwings and American 
goldfinches.  There were also several yellow-
rumped warblers, robins, flickers and house 
finches; but the most exciting birds were three 
Harris’s sparrows flitting around in the junipers.  
We added many waterfowl to our lists at McNary 
NWR and watched scores of snow geese flying 
overhead. We saw two prairie falcons during our 
trip and ended with a peregrine falcon on the 
highway bridge at Hood Park.  It was a good day of 
birding!

As the grey gets darker, the path winds its 
way up the hill to the bench overlooking the 
lake. The grey waters of the lake have blend-
ed into the covering of fog. The quacking and 
honking are the only evidence that still, cold 
waters are present. As the path circles to the 
cottonwoods on South side of the lake, I con-
tinue scanning the silhouetted overhead limbs. 
Suddenly I stop still and look up at another 
Great Horned Owl perched on a limb directly 
over the trail. Quietly I walk right under the 
owl who peers down at me wondering “what is 
this two legged doing out here on such a dark 
and gloomy night?” 

Musings
Continued from p. 5

Photo by Jim
 Parrish

Photo by Jim
 Parrish
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Melissa Cummins watched a Harris’s sparrow in 
her yard on January 12 and was able to get several 
photos before her resident sharp-shinned hawk 
came in to check out the feeders.

Mike and MerryLynn seem to be magnets for short 
eared owls.  They found 25 of them on January 12 
at several different locations in northern Walla Walla 
County.  The best time to look for these owls is late 
afternoon in isolated areas with natural habitat.

Chris Howard found three brightly colored western 
bluebirds in the bushes along the road that crosses 
under the freeway from Borleske Stadium to the golf 
course.

MerryLynn found a northern pygmy owl on 
January 13 while escaping the fog in the valley with 
a walk up Jasper Mountain Road.  She also enjoyed 
listening to a singing northern shrike on the way up.  

On January 15 the Tuesday Bennington Lake 
walkers watched an adult bald eagle soar in 
figure eights, keeping a watchful eye on common 
mergansers and other waterfowl on the water 
below.  It was a beautiful sight to watch and the 
birds below kept a close eye on it but didn’t take 
flight.  We also found three great horned owls and 
two long-eared owls along with a brief glimpse at a 
northern goshawk being harassed by two common 
ravens.

Melissa Cummins saw a golden eagle on January 16 
while she was birding near Clyde.

On January 17, Jim and Sue Parrish spotted a 
snowy owl in a field along Highway 12 just north 
of Hanson Loop Road.  It was there for about an 
hour but was gone when they returned later in the 
afternoon.  Rodger and I searched the area the next 
day but weren’t able to relocate the bird.

At the Audubon meeting on September 17, Larry 
Boe mentioned he had a brown creeper in his yard.  
It was the first time he had seen one in some time.

Mike and MerryLynn took a group from Portland 
Audubon on an owling excursion on January 19.  
They found 26 owls. They located snowy owls, 
long eared owls, short-eared owls, northern saw-
whet owls, and barn owls. It was a successful day of 
birding in various locations around the county for 
the birders from Oregon.  

On January 23 Mike and MerryLynn were out 
again in the west side of the county looking for new 
Year Birds.  At the Wallula poop piles they found a 
good assortment of gulls including a mew gull, a 
western gull and a glaucous gull.  The glaucous 
gull is a huge white gull that nests in the Arctic.  A 
few visit in mid-winter along the Columbia and 
Snake Rivers.  The next day they took advantage of 
the lack of snow in the foothills and went up Lewis 
Peak Road where they found 8 gray partridges, 6 
ruffed grouse and a golden eagle.

Because Mike and MerryLynn are out birding 
almost every day, the rest of us are made aware 
of the variety bird species in our county. You can 
also keep track of what is being seen on the Blue 
Mountain Audubon Facebook page.  As of January 
24, 141 species have been reported for 2019.  A good 
number of these were seen first by the Dennys, but 
some were found by others.  Who knows when 
you might see something different, but you have 
to get out there and look!  Let me know what you 
are seeing in your yard and in the field by emailing 
housewren084@gmail.com
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Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) objectives are to serve its membership and the larger 
communities of Southeastern Washington and Northeastern Oregon with goals to appreciate, conserve 
and enjoy birds, wildlife and the natural environment of the area. Education is a primary objective of 
our chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational opportunities, conservation 
activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and the public.

Blue Mountain Audubon Society was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society 
in 1972. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at www.blumtn.org or on 
Facebook. 

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a 
check in the amount of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106, 
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Name: __________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________

Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

Bird of the Month
Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus

Photo by
George Jameson

Size: 16-18 inches
Description: Pale brown upperparts, whitish 
underparts, heavily spotted with black. 
Pale face and throat with thin, dark mustache mark. 
Dark brown cap and cheek.
Blackish flanks and wingtips. Pale brown tail with 
faint bands.

The prairie falcon inhabits the hills, canyons, and 
mountains of arid grasslands and shrub-steppes of
southwestern Canada, western United States, Baja 
California and northern Mexico. During the winter
months it is more widespread and can be found 

hunting small mammals and birds over rangelands, 
canyons and pastures. When hunting, it flies fast and 
low hoping to find surprised prey as it comes over 
the terrain. Its cruising speed is estimated at 45 mph, 
but it accelerates from there in the chase. It also 
pursues prey sighted from a perch, again flying very 
low and fast.

Nesting takes place on cliff faces using a ledge, 
cavity, crevice or an abandoned nest of eagles, 
hawks or ravens. Prairie falcons lay 3-6 eggs with an 
incubation period of about 34 days. The female does 
most of the incubating. Young birds are able to leave 
the nest in 5 to 6 weeks.

During the winter prairie falcons can be found  in in 
many of the same areas around the county as other 
hawks. They are usually found alone, and often 
hunt from a perch on a utility pole near alfalfa fields 
and open country, but not so much in areas that are 
dominated by wheat fields. 

You can tell a prairie falcon by its “jizz”. There is 
something about watching it fly that lets you know 
it has to be a prairie falcon. The strong, sustained 
wing beat lets you know what it is before you even 
get a look at it with your binoculars.




