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Meeting

Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting
May 10—7:00 p.m.

Membership Meeting: May 17—7:00 p.m.
Room 129 Olin Hall, Whitman College

Membership Meeting
May 17—7:00 p.m.
Whitman College

PROGRAM: BROWSING THROUGH DECADES OF AREA NATURE/
WILDLIFE PHOTOS

Field Trips
Harper Joy Theatre Parking lot
May 5—8:00 a.m.
May 19—8:00 a.m.
June 16—8:00 a.m.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:
Vice President: Jeff Fredson
Secretary: Paul and Judy Treman
Treasurer: Jonathan Webster
Conservation: Chris Howard
Education: Kathy McConnell
Membership: Melissa Webster and
Holly Howard
Programs: Nancy Mitchell
Publicity: Jonathan Webster
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: George Jameson
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Paul Treman
Magpiper Editor: Ginger Shoemake
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org
Bird sightings:
housewren084@gmail.com
Contact BMAS:
Email: housewren084@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Don Davis, one time English teacher and retired Sports/
Outdoor writer-photographer will shuffle through a number
of
photo
galleries
from
his
online
website:
Tripper.Smugmug.com and, time permitting, from his blog
Outtripper.blogspot.com. These sites have been used for
storing photos and stories, as opposed to selling them, from
as far back as 2003, at least. The photos have been taken
during trips around our area and the North West. It’s easy to
use the search option on the Tripper home page to locate
generic galleries: Since his 2010 retirement Davis continues to add photos to the
Tripper site. They are collected during outings with his wife Darlene and Nora the
Schnauzer and walks with Nora.
Don Davis attended high school in Kingsport, Tenn. He joined the U.S. Air Force in
1956. Don married Darlene Thomas in Havre, Mont. He received a B.S. degree
from Northern Montana College and a M.S. degree from Montana State in
Bozeman. He taught High School English in Livingston, Mont., Port Angeles, WA,
and Milton-Freewater before working full time at the Union-Bulletin from 1986
until he retired in 2010.

Field Trip
BLUEBIRDS IN THE BLUES
Saturday, May 5 – 8:00 a.m.
Join Tom Scribner (Mr. Bluebird) as we explore the foothills of the
Blue Mountains east of Walla Walla looking for Mountain and
Western Bluebirds. While traveling in this beautiful country we will
check on a few of the approximately 500 bluebird boxes that Tom
and his father have placed in the Blues to see if any need to be
repaired or replaced. We will also look for locations for the
installation of new boxes.
This is a trip not to be missed, especially if you have never been on one of Tom’s
“Bluebirds in the Blues” field trips. The scenery is spectacular and we always enjoy
seeing a variety of birds and wildflowers. Our target areas to visit are forest
woodlands smattered with open grasslands that provide the preferred habitat for
both Western and Mountain Bluebirds. Bring a lunch, your binoculars, your camera
and a friend or two for this all-day trip. We will be driving on both paved and good
gravel roads. Meet at the Harper Joy Theater parking lot and we will carpool. If
you have any questions, call or e-mail Tom at 529-8628 or
tomscribner1947@gmail.com
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More Field Trips

Birding Tips

GROWISER. A Native Plant Preserve
Saturday, May 19 – 8:00 a.m

Birding for People Who Do Not Like Lists

Mike Denny has made arrangements to visit
GROWISER, a 220-acre native plant conservation area
5 miles north of Summerville, Oregon (near
Elgin).
GROWISER is short for Grande Ronde
Overlook Wildflower Institute Serving Ecological
Restoration.
The non-profit organization has the
objective of creating an area with only the plants that
were here 200 years ago. Andy Huber, Oregon State
University Associate Professor, has set up the grounds
for groups to observe and learn about native plants
(grasses, wildflowers, etc.) as well as animals
(hummingbirds, owls, etc.).
Bring a lunch, your binoculars, your camera and a friend
or two for this special all-day trip. Meet at the Harper
Joy Theater parking lot and we will carpool. If you have
any questions, call or e-mail Mike at 529-0080 or
m.denny@charter.net

WILDFLOWERS IN THE BLUES
Saturday, June 16 – 8:00 a.m.
It’s time again to join Jeff and
Cheryl Fredson for a trip to the
Blue Mountains to look for
wildflowers (and butterflies and
birds). We will start at their
place on Weston Mountain
(between Weston and Tollgate)
where last year’s highlights
included Phantom and Lady
Slipper Orchids.
Jeff and Cheryl have an
encyclopedic knowledge of the
wildflowers
in
the
Blue
Mountains and will take us to locations they have
staked out. In the past they have taken us to several
locations along Summit Road, Target Meadows
Campground, Bald Mountain pullout on the road to
Jubilee Lake and other locations. We could easily see a
total of 80 to 100 species of wildflowers.
If you love wildflowers and mountain-fresh air, this is a
field trip you do not want to miss. This will be an allday trip and we will be doing a bit of walking. Check
the weather forecast and dress accordingly. Don’t
forget to bring a lunch, a wildflower field guide if you
have one and a friend or two.
We will meet at the Harper Joy Theater parking lot and
car pool. If you have questions, call or e-mail Jeff and
Cheryl at 541-215-0532 or wallagirl14@gmail.com.

Excerpts from Nature Conservancy
By Matthew L. Miller
Editor’s note: On Page 5 is information about the
Global Big Day. However, this article is for those of
you who are not into that sort of birding activity.
Serious birders possess two main traits: a love of birds,
which I share, and a love of organized lists, which I
most definitely do not. Birding is a popular hobby
(arguably the most popular hobby) both in my
profession and among Nature Conservancy members.
The obsessive side of birding makes for entertaining
reading, and even humorous movie material. It can also
be daunting for potential new birders. Here are some
ways to enjoy all the fun of birding – without the need
for list making.
Observe Birds
Yes, I know, it’s stating the obvious, but it bears
repeating: birds are cool to watch. Not just to identify,
but to watch.
Learn the Neighborhood
Identifying birds is enjoyable, and the easiest way to
start is by learning the birds in your local neighborhood.
Enjoy Bird Spectacles
Large concentrations of birds are some of the most
awesome and inspiring natural wonders. You need time
to take it in, not rush from one sight to the next.
Learn Bird Songs
Anyone can learn to identify the morning and evening
chorus. It adds another element to enjoying birds.
Narrow Your Goals
You could set the goal of seeing an elusive local species
Spot Local Rarities
When a local rarity shows up it can be tremendous fun
to seek out that bird, even if you’re not a lister. A lot of
times you’ll be rewarded with a beautiful species you
would not normally see.
Participate in Citizen Science
Whatever your birding interest, you can make your
observations count. Gathering bird observations from
birders has become an important way for researchers to
track conservation trends.
Incorporate Birding Into Other Activities
I’ve found that birding actually goes well with other
activities. You can identify birds whenever you are
outdoors. In fact, I’ve had some of my most memorable
sightings while fishing, hunting, hiking and crosscountry skiing
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Migration

Bird of the Month

By the end of May all of the summer birds will have
returned. Some just pass through on their way to higher
elevations, but many nest right here in the Walla Walla
Valley. Here are the birds to look for this month.

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK
Pheucticus melanocephalus

Blue-winged teal
Long-billed dowitcher
Wilson’s phalarope
Franklin’s gull
Forster’s tern
Lewis’s woodpecker
Western tanager
Western wood peewee
Dusky flycatcher
Willow flycatcher
Olive-sided flycatcher
Warbling vireo
MacGillivray’s warbler
Wilson’s warbler
Lark sparrow
Black-headed grosbeak
Lazuli bunting
Common nighthawk
Eastern kingbird
Bullock’s oriole
Veery
Swainson’s thrush
Gray catbird
Green-tailed towhee

Size: 7.5 inches
Description: Large head,
short neck, thick conical
bill, compact body. Male
has orange body, black
head, black and white
wings. Female and
immature males are
streaked brown above with
buff colored breast.
Photo by Rodger Shoemake
Black-headed grosbeaks prefer diverse habitats with
ready access to water. A combination of large trees and
rich understory seems ideal including groves of
cottonwood, broken pine forests, deciduous canyons,
gardens, orchards and suburban gardens. Their nests are
typically placed in the outer branches of a small tree or
bush near a stream and concealed by leaves and
branches. The female builds a loosely constructed nest
using twigs, stems, pine needles, etc. with no mud or
cementing. This is lined with a inner cup of fine stems,
hair, string, and green material. She only has one brood
of 2-5 eggs. Incubation is 12-14 days and nesting period
is 10-14 days. Chick raising duties are shared by both
parents.
Their massive bills make them well equipped for
cracking seeds but the are just as useful for snatching
and crushing hard bodied insects, snails, spiders, etc.
During breeding season insects make up about 60% of
their diet, whereas fruits and seeds make up most of the
rest. Berries are a favored food during migration. They
glean most of their food in treetops and understory.
However, they are common visitors to backyard
sunflower seed feeders.

Western tanager

Bullock’s oriole
Photos by George Jameson

After spring migration, tight-knit pairs form quickly.
Males court females with vigorous singing and by
fluttering up from a perch with wings and tail spread,
rising several feet before settling back on the same
perch. Both males and females sing but the female’s
song is usually shorter and quieter, usually from the
nest. The whistled song rises and falls like an American
robin’s but it is longer, sweeter and more varied and less
choppy in its phrases. It can be likened to that of a
“drunk” robin. Their call is a sharp spik which is
uttered frequently to keep contact with mates while
foraging.
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The World Around Us
My Spiritual Home – The Lostine River Canyon



By Judy Treman, Mar 27, 2018
I am reeling with shock that the Lostine River Canyon has
been chosen by the Forest Service for logging! Logging
trucks on the narrow Lostine road! How is this possible?
Consider the Loss to Human Enjoyment — Devastating
to Me. I first visited the Lostine as a baby over 70 years
ago. It was my family’s favorite vacation spot. Over the
years, visiting nearly every summer, it became my spiritual
home. At times it has helped me recover from illnesses.
During my lifetime I have personally witnessed the growth
of trees and changing maturation of the forest!
When I was in high school, my sister, Jill, and I explored
every nook and cranny in our wanderings during our yearly
month-long visit. I have met scores of people who have
fallen under the spell of the Lostine Valley, as I have. All
of the following people would turn in their graves to hear
about the proposed logging:


Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas
(whose book Of Men and Mountains was my bible
and who championed the Lostine) is at the top of
the list. Douglas’ friend Roy Shaeffer who owned
Lapover Ranch is right there with him.



Crawford “Crawfy” (“The Lostine Guard” forest
ranger extraordinaire at the Lostine for many years
in the ‘60s) was a special mentor for many years
and protector of the Lostine. Hunter Falls near
Lake Creek was named for him. He and his wife
Ethel watched over my sister and me and taught us
about the land, wildlife, and how to camp and
where to find huckleberries.



Herman Steiger, family friend, herded sheep in
the early 1900’s in the valley and cherished his
summer Lostine visits well into his 70’s. He
shared his history of shepherds carrying fish to
high lakes on pack horses.

Hobart Landreth, a college professor from
Oklahoma who spent a summer with his family
studying a species of Ascaphus truei frogs found
few places in the world.
The list also includes my parents, grandparents, aunts and
uncles, cousins, friends of parents and grandparents.


What is immeasurable to me is the time I have spent in
various ways enjoying the Lostine.
 As a child fishing a deep hole in the river upstream
from Shady Campground, and finally landing a 20”
bull trout.
 Wading the icy cold river.
 Wandering in the canyon off the trail, intrepidly
exploring.
 Sitting on the river rocks painting the colors of the
river, trees and mountains—so much better than any
photo could capture.







Exploring the riverbank, crawling through overhanging
bushes studying moss and lichens.
Introducing camping to a Japanese family who had
never experienced sleeping in a tent, marshmallows
around a campfire, pancakes cooked over the fire, stars
in the night sky.
Watching beaver swim the river at dusk.
Lying in a hammock mesmerized by tall trees swaying
in the breeze. The power of a salmon leaping
upstream.
Seeing a Golden Eagle take flight.

Consider the Environmental Loss—No Net Benefit and
Huge Loss. Logging the Lostine Corridor would have a
devastating impact on this bountiful natural ecosystem—
the animals, birds, trees and flowers. But most of all it
would destroy the pristine river. The trees protect the river.
Without the trees runoff would taint the river. Logging
would drastically scar the land. Flora and fauna ecosystems
would be irretrievably destroyed. The river would lose its
health and beauty.
The pristine river and valley support a wealth of wildlife.
In the Lostine corridor I have personally discovered:
spawning salmon returning from the ocean, Dolly Vardon,
Eastern Brook and Rainbow trout, deer, elk, brown bear,
badger, beaver, mountain sheep, squirrels, chipmunks,
jumping-mice AND Ascaphus truei - a small frog that lives
in clear, cold mountain streams.
Some of the birds I have enjoyed are: White-headed
Woodpecker, Boreal Owl, Bald Eagle, Golden Eagle, Redtailed Hawk, Red Crossbill, Steller’s Jay, Gray Jay,
Northern Flicker, American Robin, Belted Kingfisher,
American Dipper, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Red-breasted
Nuthatch, Ruby- crowned Kinglet, Dark-eyed Junco,
Brown Creeper, Mountain Chickadee, Wild Turkey,
Ruffed Grouse, Spruce Grouse.
I have studied the flowers and trees, especially: Indian
Paintbrush, Blue Gentian, Pink Monkeyflowers, Elephantheads, Pinedrop Orchids, tamarack, fir, pine, and
monumental cottonwoods.
So many families still camp in the Lostine as we did. I
mourn the thought that logging would deny future
enjoyment of this one-of-kind area to families and their
children and grandchildren. The loss to me is staggering.

Lostine River
from Shady
Campground
Judy D. Treman
Oil Painting
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Events
GLOBAL BIG DAY – MAY 5, 2018
Cornell Lab Team eBird
How many birds can be seen in one day? That’s the
question that drives a ‘big day,’ a 24-hour birding binge
that is a fond tradition among birders. The current record
for a single Big Day team is 431 species, set in Ecuador.
Traditional birding ‘big days’ focus on a single team of
birders, which got us thinking: what if everyone in the
world joined together for a single Big Day? The answer,
it turns out, is an incredible 65% of all the bird species
on the planet—at least. We’re planning to improve on
that number this year—fittingly, it’s the Year of the
Bird—and you can be a part of it!
On May 5, will you join more than 20,000 others and
become a part of Global Big Day? You don’t have to
commit to all 24 hours—just an hour or even 10 minutes
counts as participating. Visit your favorite spot or search
out someplace new; enjoy a solo walk or get some
friends to join in the fun.
How to participate
 Get an eBird account: eBird is a worldwide bird
checklist program used by hundreds of thousands of
birders. It’s what allows us to compile everyone’s
sightings into a single massive Global Big Day list—
while at the same time collecting the data for
scientists to use to better understand birds. It’s free.
 Watch birds on 5 May: It’s that simple. You don’t
need to be a bird expert, or go out all day long. Even
10 minutes in your backyard will help. Global Big
Day runs from midnight to midnight in your local
time zone. You can report birds from anywhere in
the world.
 Enter what you see and hear on eBird: You can
enter your sightings via our website or—even
easier—download the free eBird Mobile app. You
can enter and submit lists while you’re still out
birding, and the app will even keep track of how far
you’ve walked, so you can just focus on watching
birds. While you’re downloading free apps, try out
the Cornell Lab’s Merlin Bird ID app for help with
identification. Please enter sightings before 8 May
for our initial results announcement.
 Watch the sightings roll in: During the day, keep
an eye on how the lists are growing in different parts
of the world. Follow along with sightings from more
than 150 countries, including the Cornell Lab’s
Team Sapsucker in Colombia, Honduras, and
California. Stats will be updated in real-time on our
Global Big Day page.
Last year’s Global Big Day set a new record, with 6,659
species reported in one day. This May 5, we hope you’ll
be a part of birding’s next world record. And no matter
what you do, have fun, enjoy the birds you find, and
share your sightings on eBird. Because in our world,
every bird counts.
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Musings

by Chris Howard

Homage to the Yellow-breasted Chat
The month of May is my favorite time of year. The
mountainsides are still green and the weather is warm
but generally not too hot. The bird migration is in full
swing bringing to our area many beautiful short term
Spring/Summer residents. The bird I look forward to
seeing most each Spring is the Yellow Breasted Chat.
The Chat is considered one of the most unusual
examples of the Parulidae Family, commonly known as
the wood-warbler family.
It is larger than any
other wood-warbler
species, with
unmistakable, bright
yellow chest plumage, a
white eye stripe and a
stout tanager like bill.
The first indicator of
the Chat’s return to an
area is its extremely
varied song. The song
consists of a low liquid
note or a harsh, rasping
quality of toop-tooptoop; chook; terp; jedek; chrrr chrrr chrrr chrrr often
repeated from a spot hidden in deep foliage….although
sometimes it provides it’s whole repertoire from a
totally exposed perch. At times the song includes
mimicry of other species and even mechanical sounds
such as woodpecker drumming. Occasionally I have been
lucky enough to see the Chat’s in-flight territorial
display in which casts itself off a high limb and flutters
its wings rapidly while falling through space.
I often wonder what the birds and animals are thinking
about when we are slowly walking through an area
looking for them. Do they have a life list of the
different types of humans they have spotted during
their distant travels? Some birds, like the Robin or the
Black Headed Grosbeak seem to enjoy performing in
front of a human audience. Other birds, like the
Spotted Towhee or Bewick’s Wren, when feeling shy,
seem to indicate awareness of our presence by
immediate silence or a quick move to a hidden spot in
the back of a bush, where they become instantly
invisible in the lush green foliage. Are they listening to
our human whisperings or chatter?
One Spring day, I was walking with a fellow birdwatcher
and describing to her the in-flight territorial display of
the Chat, when all of a sudden a Chat, which we had no
idea was present, jumped out of tree right next to us
and did the audacious fluttering display. I am sure that
the Chat was listening to us and just felt compelled to
provide a live demonstration to prove how multi-talented
it is.
Recently, on a winter trip to Nicaragua, I was pleased to
hear my friend the Chat providing the breakfast
entertainment. See you soon in Walla Walla I chortled
back.

Photo by Rodger Shoemake
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
Here come the summer birds! On March 29, Melissa
Cummins reported the ospreys have returned to the
platform just east of Lowden. The same day MerryLynn
found a cinnamon teal at the millet pond.
Pam Fisher had a close encounter with the osprey that
fishes Mill Creek on March 31. It came from behind her
and landed with a loud splash on the creek not more
than 20 feet away. Before she had a chance to get her
camera out, the bird took off.
Several people reported seeing long-billed curlews on
Riggs Road the last week of March.
More spring arrivals on April 2. Mike and MerryLynn
found Swainson’s hawks near Touchet, black-necked
stilts and an American avocet at the Walla Walla River
Delta, a solitary sandpiper at the millet pond, northern
rough-winged swallows and a barn swallow at the east
end of Humorist Road. There were huge numbers of
swallows everywhere they birded.
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Seven of us walked Bennington Lake on April 10.
There were many swallows flying above the water—
violet green, tree, northern rough-wingeds and cliff.
On the water were green-winged teal, bufflehead,
northern shovelers, coots and mallards, and along the
shore were killdeer and three great blue herons.
Several breeding plumage yellow-rumped warblers
flitted around in the trees. We were hoping to find that
more migrants had returned, but enjoyed the ones we
saw.
Wally Tomlinson checked out McNary NWR on his
way to the Tri-Cities on April 11 where he saw an
osprey on the platform, snow geese in the fields,
Caspian terns, tree swallows and black-necked stilts.
Mike and MerryLynn found 52 species at the millet
ponds on April 11 including this Wilson’s snipe that

Dennis Dauble sent this photo of seven turkey vultures
at Pioneer Park on April 7. Priscilla noticed them first
and called his attention to them. They probably came in
with the wind and rain storm we had that day.
MerryLynn photographed. There were a large number
and variety of waterfowl, Virginia rails, a sora, great
horned owls, bald eagles, a brown creeper, yellowrumped warblers and both ruby-crowned and goldencrowned kinglets.
We had a surprise visit from a wild turkey on April 14.
I was sitting on the patio watching birds when it flew up
from the neighbor’s yard onto the top of our fence. Our
dog quickly chased it away!
On April 14, Pam Fisher let me know that the Vaux’s
swifts have returned to her cousin’s neighborhood in
College Place.

Wally Tomlinson saw two long billed curlews on Riggs
Road on April 8. Then he went out to Byrnes Road to
check on the nesting great horned owls. He saw them
plus red-tailed hawks, American kestrels, and
northern harriers.
Pam Fisher watched 11 American white pelicans fly
overhead as she was walking Mill Creek on April 10.
She also saw a hermit thrush again by the restroom on
the south side of the trail.

Mike and MerryLynn went up Biscuit Ridge with Bob
Derting on April 15, and put up 6 boxes right where you
break out and have the valley view. Two pair of
mountain bluebirds were there just waiting! They also
went up Jasper Mountain to install 4 flammulated owl
boxes, and put up 6 more bluebird boxes (in addition to
the 10 Bob put up two weeks ago). It will be interesting
to see what birds utilize these new boxes.
On April 15, Glen Mendell watched a pair of pileated
woodpeckers going through courting behavior at the
Dayton Cemetery and nearby. He also noted that on
several occasions earlier in April he watched a Steller’s
jay and a eastern bluejay that visited his feeder at the
base of Cemetery Hill.
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Pam Fisher heard the unmistakable song of a yellow
warbler as she was walking along Mill Creek near
Rooks Park on April 16.
On April 17, Jim Swayne emailed to say he had three
male ring-necked ducks in his pond.
Four of us walked Bennington Lake on April 17. It was
very breezy but we managed to find some nice birds. A
osprey was sitting on a snag at the south end of the lake.
There were several cliff swallows and a violet-green
swallow skimming the water and a pair of tree
swallows were sitting on the nest box. We watched a
pair of Cooper’s hawks at a nest and also saw a pair of
American kestrels near a snag at the south end. We
also saw 10 yellow-rumped warblers. One great
horned owl was in the grove.
Rodger and I drove up Jasper Mountain Road on April
21 to look for bluebirds. We found 10 western
bluebirds and 5 mountain bluebirds along with a
Say’s phoebe, many robins, and more. We also saw
five elk watching us from the side of the road.

Eleven people joined Linda Hanson and me on our Early
Arrivals field trip as we searched west of Walla Walla
for birds. Most of the time was spent at the millet ponds
where very windy conditions greeted us. Highlights
there included black-necked stilts, cinnamon teals, two
bald eagles near their nest and a great horned owl with
two chicks on their nest. Other trip highlights were
Swainson’s hawks and a Say’s phoebe on Byrnes
Road, long-billed curlews on Riggs Road and two
soras and displaying Wilson snipes on Lowden/
Gardena Road. We saw a total of 56 species and
managed to keep from being blown away in the process.
On April 21, Harold and Shirley Keeney reported a
flock of evening grosbeaks in their yard on Mill Creek.
We watched a orange-crowned warbler busily nibbling
the hawthorn flower buds in our yard on April 22.
Linda Hanson and I walked Bennington Lake on April
23 looking for new arrivals. We were very excited to
see two singing house wrens and a calliope
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hummingbird. Other highlights were two osprey, three
cinnamon teal, a pair of black-capped chickadees
feeding young, a juvenile great horned owl and 15
bufflehead.
Nancy Mitchell reported 15-20 bank swallows in the
cuts along Cottonwood Road on April 23. She said they
are about a week late this year. She has been watching
for them several years now, and says it’s like having old
friends coming for a visit when they return.
Jim Swayne had a pair of yellow-headed blackbirds by
his pond on April 26. He said they sounded like a
chainsaw and were fighting with the red-winged
blackbirds—which he noted have a beautiful song.
Linda Hanson walked Bennington lake on April 27 and
found a yellow warbler and several western kingbirds
in addition to five cinnamon teal and many of the other
birds seen there in the past week.
For those of you who haven’t seen Earl Blackaby’s
photos on Blue Mountain Facebook page of the great
horn owl youngsters at Bennington Lake, here is one
cute photo!

We had a beautiful male rufous hummingbird at our
feeder on April 28. It joined several male calliope
hummingbirds that come in often to the feeders.
On April 28, Mary Betts saw a lazuli bunting at Port
Kelly. Another year bird!
This is the last issue of the Magpiper until September.
Enjoy your summer, and all of the birds. Be sure to
check the Blue Mountain Audubon Facebook page
often to see what people are posting. Many migrants
have yet to arrive and then nesting will begin in earnest.
You can also keep up on the birds in Walla Walla
County by looking at Explore on the eBird website.

Happy Birding!
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