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Monthly Calendar

Meeting

Board Meeting
February 8—7:00 p.m.

Room 129 Olin Hall, Whitman College

Membership Meeting: February 15—7:00 p.m.

Membership Meeting
February 15—7:00 p.m.
Whitman College
Field Trip
February 24—9:00 a.m.
Harper Joy Theatre Parking lot

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:
Vice President: Jeff Fredson
Secretary: Paul and Judy Treman
Treasurer: Jonathan Webster
Conservation: Chris Howard
Education: Kathy McConnell
Membership: Melissa Webster and
Holly Howard
Programs: Nancy Mitchell
Publicity: Jonathan Webster
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: George Jameson
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Paul Treman
Magpiper Editor: Ginger Shoemake
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org
Bird sightings:
housewren084@gmail.com
Contact BMAS:
Email: housewren084@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

PROGRAM: MITIGATING RISK—SUSTAINABILITY AND
WHITMAN COLLEGE
Brandon Bishop serves as the
Campus Sustainability Coordinator
at Whitman College. Within his
position he is tasked with managing
the implementation of Whitman
College’s Climate Action Plan. The
Climate Action Plan is an
institutional policy which has set a
goal to become carbon neutral by
2050. His Presentation will address
the current sustainability outlook
regionally and the actions the
college is taking to limit its
environmental impact. Within his
presentation he will discuss energy,
water, transportation, food, landscaping, and purchasing in relation to balancing the
environmental, social, and economic implications of the college’s operations.

Field Trip
MILL CREEK AND ROOK’S PARK
Saturday, February 24, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Leaders: Paul and Judy Treman
Put on your walking shoes and join us in a
leisurely walk while enjoying the sights and
sounds of Mill Creek rushing toward Walla Walla
and looking for a variety of birds and other
animals. Target birds will be Common and
Hooded Mergansers, Great Blue Heron, Belted
Kingfisher,
and
Pileated
and
Downy
Woodpeckers.
Meet at the Corps of Engineer’s Project Office parking lot located just off Reservoir
Road (the road between Tausick Way and Bennington Lake). The plan is to walk
upstream along Mill Creek to the dam and cross the timber walk bridge to Rook’s
Park. We will return along the Mill Creek paved path and cross the metal bridge to
the parking lot.
All ages are welcome and you do not have to be a member of Blue Mountain
Audubon Society to attend. If you have any questions call or e-mail Paul and Judy
at 509-527-0722 or pjtreman@charter.net
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Events
SAGEBRUSH SONGBIRD SURVEY

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT

2018 promises an extraordinary lush and song filled
shrub steppe spring once the snow melts! Experience
new adventures exploring the back country to survey for
our focal species Sage Thrasher; Sagebrush, Brewer’s,
Vesper, and Grasshopper Sparrow; Loggerhead Shrike
and more. Join volunteers from eleven chapters in our
community science breeding bird survey covering
eastern Washington’s Columbia plateau to help
conserve our birds and their habitats.
Contact Chris Howard, chrish.734@gmail.com to
register for the survey and training.
Blue Mountain Audubon Chapter volunteers have
already selected sites on shrub steppe habitat through an
ArcGIS online assessment and confirmed them with pre
-survey ground-truthing. Your contribution is to survey
one or more sites on a monthly basis during the spring
breeding season to document species presence or
absence for a total of three surveys per site. Your bird
counts will be entered into eBird where the data is
publicly accessible.
What’s new with the Survey in 2018? Private lands that
compose 59% of Washington’s remaining shrub-steppe
are critical for the geographic coverage to model species
occupancy in the Columbia Plateau. Hence we are
partnering with WDFW, farmers and ranchers to begin
surveying private land this spring. Sites no one else can
bird!
Plan your spring to join us! Surveys are conducted
during the last two weeks in April, the middle two
weeks in May and the first two weeds in June.
Thanks for all you’ve accomplished & looking forward
to the 2018 field season.
Christi Norman,
Audubon Washington Program Director

The 21st annual GBBC will be held Friday, February
16, through Monday, February 19, 2018. Please visit the
official website at birdcount.org for more information
and be sure to check out the latest educational and
promotional resources.
"This count is so fun because anyone can take part—we
all learn and watch birds together—whether you are an
expert, novice, or feeder watcher. I like to invite new
birders to join me and share the experience. Get
involved, invite your friends, and see how your favorite
spot stacks up." -Gary Langham, Chief Scientist
Bird populations are always shifting and changing. For
example, 2014 GBBC data highlighted a large irruption
of Snowy Owls across the northeastern, mid-Atlantic,
and Great Lakes areas of the United States. The data
also showed the effects that warm weather patterns
have had on bird movement around the country.
For more on the results of the latest GBBC, take a look
at the GBBC Summary, and be sure to check out some
of the images in the 2017 GBBC Photo Contest Gallery.
On the website participants can explore real-time maps
and charts that show what others are reporting during
and after the count. Be sure to check out the Explore a
Region tool to get an idea of what you can expect to see
in your area during the next GBBC.

February, 2018

Board News




Chris Howard participated in a National Audubon
Chapter Board Building for Volunteer-run Chapters
Webinar on how to attract new members to the
board. He reported that our board is typical of many
boards in that a small number of board members
have been carrying a heavy load for many years and
that without the addition of new younger board
members, a decline in the vitality of the board and
the chapter is likely to occur. A lively discussion
followed with many suggestion made on how to
attract new board members that would enhance our
board and chapter.
Kathy McConnell reported the BMAS and Whitman
College sponsored book box at Pioneer Park is
getting plenty of use and there is a continual need
for new books. She encourages people to add books
to the box, and prefers nature and science related
books.



Tom Hand talked about the damage at the Natural
Area from downed trees and branches during the
recent snow and ice storm. Arrangements are being
made for someone to clear the trails.



Timothy Parker presented an idea on revegetation of
the Natural area that included planting shade plants
to help get rid of the poison hemlock. A committee
will put together a management plan to present to
the City for their approval.



Donations of $500 to Blue Mountain Wildlife, $300
to Malheur Field Station, and $200 to Washington
Audubon were approved by the board.

AAUW is collecting empty bird
seed bags to make into totes for
their annual book sale in February.
Large "pretty" ones are best. For
information please contact Sue
Parrish
wallawallanana@gmail.com
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Bird of the Month
WILSON’S SNIPE Gallinago delicata
Size: 10.5 inches
Description: Plump body
with long bill and rounded
head with buffy stripes. Dark
back with three long buffy
streaks; buff chest marked
with spots and bars.
Photo by Rodger Shoemake

Most of us probably went on a “snipe hunt” when
we were kids. I remember being rather surprised
when I first started birding and learned that there
really was a bird called a snipe. I always thought it
was just a practical joke used at summer camps.
Wilson’s snipe forage by probing in muddy ground
for earthworms and other invertebrate's. The bill’s
flexible tip can open to grasp food while the base of
the bill remains closed allowing it to slurp small
prey from the mud without having to remove their
bill from the soil. Its eyes are set far back on the
head allowing it to see almost as well behind as in
front and to all sides. This makes it difficult for a
predator to sneak up on a feeding bird.
In the spring, displaying males fly high in the sky
and make a winnowing sound that is created by air
passing over its outer tail feathers. It’s extra large
pectoral muscles make up a quarter of the bird’s
weight allowing it to reach speeds up to 60 miles an
hour. When not flying, they often perch and call
from fence posts and other exposed spots near all
types of wet, marshy habitat. Wet pastures are a
good place to look for them in our area. They blend
in very well with the ground and will sit without
moving to avoid detection.
A snipe’s nest is on the ground close to or even
surrounded by water. Clutch size is 2-4 eggs. The
female tends to the nest but the parents split up the
siblings once they are ready to fledge. The male
takes the two oldest; the females takes the younger
ones. After they leave the nest the mates have no
further contact with each other.
To me, the Wilson’s snipe call is the “sound of
Malheur NWR”. A magical place for sure and a
great place to find them.
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The World Around Us
Can Migratory Birds Survive Rapid
Climate Change? The Answer May Be In
Their Genes
By: Teresa Carey, PBS Newshour

A migratory bird can predict its own future, and this
crystal ball-like indicator can be found in its genes. In a
study published Thursday in Science, biologists at the
Center for Tropical Research found certain genetic traits
in yellow warblers can gauge how well they will keep
up with the pace of climate change. All animals evolve
and adapt, but using genomics to spot the ones most
suited for survival to tomorrow’s climate could help
conservationists enact effective protections today.
What the scientists did. The team, led by University of
California Los Angeles biologist Rachael Bay,
crowdsourced blood and tissue samples from museum
collections and researchers across the yellow warbler’s
geographic range. Their sample included a variety of
habitats — marsh, forest, and urban areas — extending
from California to northern Canada and Alaska. They
analyzed DNA from the birds to see if connections
already existed between their genetic traits and their
environmental location.
What they found. The team found some genes are
closely linked to the warblers’ habitat and others weren’t
a key factor in their adaptability. For example, warblers
live up and down the West Coast — from southern
California’s dry climate to the rainy states of the
Northwest. These locations experience a broad spectrum
of rainfall levels. Bay observed genetic traits in warblers
living in wet climates that were not present in warblers
living in dry climates — suggesting a link between
precipitation and genetic variation. In other words,
certain genetic profiles match certain areas.
That’s the problem. Bay’s team found many yellow
warblers are already impacted by climate change. Some
populations have declined faster than others in recent
years because their genetic profiles require huge shifts to
keep pace. The team described those populations as
having high “genomic vulnerability.” And after
precipitation, temperature had the next biggest impact
on the warbler’s genetics. Unlike precipitation, other
factors — like elevation and landscape vegetation — did
not appear to be linked to genetics.
Why it matters. Current conservation practices
consider environmental factors, like tree loss, when
deciding the best habitats to protect. But Bay said using
genomic vulnerability to predict a species’ response to
climate change could fine-tune how scientists protect a
species. “It’s important to start integrating evolution into
this equation,” Bay said, “Trying to predict adaptation is
really important right now as we wrestle with what is
going to happen with climate change.”

2018, YEAR OF THE BIRD
This year marks the centennial year of the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act. The treaty was first signed in 1916 by
the United States and Great Britain (an agent for the
Commonwealth of Canada) and approved by the Senate
in 1918. In 1936 the U.S. passed a similar act with
Mexico. Today these agreements ensure that wild birds
warrant full protection under the law across North
America.
Friends of Malheur put this overview of the MBTA on
their Facebook page on January 11.
Signed by the U.S. in 1918, the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act (MBTA) was originally written to halt the wanton
slaughter of North American birds for their plumage,
eggs and meat. Species such as the snowy egret
(pictured below) were almost wiped out for their
feathers, which were sought after as fashion accessories
at the time.
Today, the MBTA protects almost all birds native to the
continent—1,026 species from more than 30 families.
The law criminalizes the sale, transport, or possession of
native birds (whether they are alive or dead), including
their feathers, bones, eggs, and nests.
Starting in the 1970s, the law’s scope was expanded to
mitigate the unintentional killing of migratory birds by
oil, gas, wind and solar industries, known as “incidental
take”. Instead of only criminalizing the intentional
killing of protected birds by hunters, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service began using the MBTA to impose fines
on industries for incidental take, which by some
estimates amounts to millions of bird deaths a year.
A new interpretation of the law, introduced late last
month, removes penalties associated with incidental
take.
Snowy egret in the fog
Photo by
Rodger Shoemake
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Musings

by Chris Howard

Northern Saw-whet Owls
For those of us who are hooked on creeping around
woods and parks in search of owls, Northern Saw-whet
Owls present an especially challenging and rewarding
opportunity. The name Saw-whet comes from a “skiew”
call made when alarmed, which resembles the whetting
of a saw. On a recent Blue Mountain Audubon field trip,
led by the Dennys, the viewing of the well-hidden
Northern Saw-whets was a definite crowd pleaser. The
Dennys had these owls pretty well staked out, as they
had visited the spots fairly recently, but the little owls
move their winter roosting spots around so there are no
guarantees. Last month the subject was finding the
Great Horned Owls of Bennington Lake which, while
definitely a challenge, is not near as difficult as finding
the Northern Saw-whets.

Spend an amazing weekend witnessing the
spectacular spring migration in the Harney Basin of
Southeast Oregon. The Harney County Migratory
Bird Festival was first held in 1981 to celebrate the
large annual migration of birds passing through
Harney Basin on the Pacific Flyway. Harney Basin
is one of the three most important areas left in the
western United States for spring migratory birds
stopping on their way north.
Over 300 species of birds use the refuge throughout
each year, making Harney Basin a bird watcher's
paradise. Today, the Festival continues to celebrate
the migratory birds' return each year with guided
tours led by experts, workshops, and fun activities
for both youth and adults.
SATURDAY TOURS:
Forest to Wetlands and Habitats In-between
Southern Harney & Alvord Desert
Birding the Silvies Floodplain
Cattlewomen's Working Ranch
Sandhill Crane Discovery
Restoration Birding
Boca Lake Hike
Llamas in Flight at the Double-O
Birding British Style
Birding Photography & Editing Workshop
Birding the Hot Spots by Bike
Birding the Hot Spots
Catlow Valley Sage Grouse Tour and Stay
For more information and registration visit the
Festival website migratorybirdfestival.com

Northern Saw-whet Owls are one of our smallest owls.
Their height ranges from 6.7 to 8.7 inches long and
their weight is around 2.8 ounces. They are also one of
the cutest little owls you will ever see which probably
explains why we seldom tire looking for them. Being a
nocturnal feeder, the Saw-whet spends its days hidden
deep in Juniper trees or
on the underside of
sweeping pine branches.
They are pretty much
undetectable unless their
hide-out is given away by
the chattering scolding of
little birds or squirrels
who are trying to drive
this small but voracious
predator out of their
neighborhood.
Photo by Rodger Shoemake
Northern Saw-whet Owls have vertically asymmetrical
ears and different shape ear openings. Because the
sound of prey reaches the ears at a different intensity,
this owl can precisely pinpoint its prey even in complete
darkness by hearing alone. At night they perch on an
overhead branch and dive down upon their unsuspecting
prey. Their prey consists primarily of small rodents but
may also include squirrels, moles, bats and small birds.
It is not easy being a such a light weight predator…Sawwhets are preyed upon by Great Horned Owls as well as
Ravens and Coopers Hawks.
Northern Saw-whets mating calls can be heard in the
spring as a monotonous whistled “toot”, emitted at
about once a second and can go on for hours. When the
owls form a pair they lay eggs in a natural tree cavity or
old woodpecker hole. They lay 4 to 7 eggs which the
female incubates while the male provides food. When
the young develop their feathers, the female will leave
the father to care for them and go find another male to
reproduce with. This is called sequential polyandry. I do
not suggest this as a human breeding strategy. Go out
to Bennington Lake in the evening in March or April and
see if you can hear the Northern Saw-whet Owl tooting!
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
Melissa Cummins saw two ferruginous hawks on
Byrnes Road on January 3. The next day she saw a
merlin at the corner of Cummins Road and Highway 12.
She also reported that her eastern blue jay was still
coming to her feeder as of January 4.
Wally Tomlinson found some interesting birds on
January 3 including common redpolls on Nine Mile
Canyon.
Rodger and I found two huge flocks of waxwings on
Spring Creek Road on January 6. There were at least
300 of them swirling around in the tops of the trees and
swooping down to the puddles on the side of the road. It
was a mixture of about 75% Bohemian waxwings and
25% cedar waxwings.
On January 6, Paul and Judy took me up to see a
northern pygmy owl on Blue Creek. They took many
photos including this one Judy captured of its “false
eyes” on the back of its head.

Mike and MerryLynn found a lesser black-backed gull
at Lower Monumental Dam on January 6. On the drive
up they saw 16 rough-legged hawks, American tree
sparrows, Say’s phoebes and a rock wren.

The next day Pam was back out on Mill Creek. This
time she saw 20 ring-necked ducks above the diversion
dam.
Rodger and I stopped by the parking lot at Bennington
Lake on January 15 and were surprised to see a tundra
swan on the far side of the lake. There were also many
ducks but we didn’t have the scope to check them out.
The next day MerryLynn reported canada geese,
northern pintails, mallards, green-winged teal,
hooded mergansers and common mergansers on the
water. The swan was also still there.
Nancy Mitchell saw a western screech owl fly into a
tree on the side lawn at Baker Center at Whitman
College as she was leaving work on January 16.
Mike and MerryLynn took
a friend out birding on
January 17. Highlights of
the day were northern
saw-whet owls and purple
finches at Fishhook Park,
tri-colored blackbirds at
Tyson
Ponds,
redbreasted mergansers at
Two Rivers HMU and a
black merlin on Eureka
Flats that Merry Lynn
photographed.
There have been reports of up to 10,000 snow geese at
McNary NWR, so on January 17 Rodger and I decided
to head over and see if we could find them. First we
spotted about 100 on Hanson Loop Road. Later from
Dodd Road we could see a sea of white to the north.
There were snow geese everywhere! It was quite a sight
to behold - I don’t think 10,000 was an exaggeration.

On January 8, Joe and Carolyn Corvino watched a
sharp-shinned hawk at Rose Street Safeway in the
corner of the parking lot on a mound of snow next to a
bush full of house sparrows. It was tryiing to snag one
for its lunch.
MerryLynn saw 15 Wilson’s snipe in a flooded field on
Last Chance Road on January 8.
On January 14, Pam
Fisher photographed
an American dipper
on Mill Creek near
the diversion dam as
it bobbed along the
rocks in the swift
water.

A big group of eager birders joined Mike and
MerryLynn on January 20 for a field trip to the west side
of the county in search of snow geese, raptors and
waterfowl. We weren’t disappointed. As we drove into
McNary NWF Headquarters there were thousands of
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birds. The pond to the west was a sea of white.
Thousands of snow geese dotted with a few tundra
swans and great egrets were a sharp contrast to the
other waterfowl on the water. On the way we found red
-tailed hawks, northern harriers, American kestrels,
a prairie falcon and a rough-legged hawk south of
Lowden. Bald eagles were seen at several stops. We all
got a quick peek at a northern saw-whet owl at
Charbonneau Park and several of us saw purple finches
at Fishhook Park. It was a fun day. Thanks so much to
Mike and MerryLynn for leading the trip!
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On January 26, Rodger and I went out looking for
raptors on Frog Hollow and other road south of Lowden.
We found many red-tailed hawks including two dark
morph and a Harlan’s red-tail. American kestrel
numbers were high as well. While driving around we
saw several low areas that were flooded from all the
rain. At one on Last Chance Road we saw mallards,
American wigeons, killdeers and Wilson’s snipes. At
another one on Frog Hollow we found mallards,
American wigeons and gadwalls. It’s always good to
check out these low spots in the winter—you never
know what might pop up. There was a large flock of
mixed blackbirds on Detour Road and I was able to find
one yellow-headed blackbird in the flock.
The weather wasn’t very good for getting out to look for
birds during January, especially on foot. But the birds
are still around, and it is a good time to study the birds
in your yard. Watch for pecking orders, feeding
patterns, and other interesting behaviors of your resident
birds. I’ve noticed that pine siskins are very feisty and
don’t let their small size push them out of their favorite
feeder. Black-capped chickadees zip in and out to grab a
seed. They often take it to a branch where they eat it, or
store it for a future meal. I watched a pair of mallards
swimming back and forth along a stretch of the creek
behind our yard. They didn’t appear to be feeding.
Were they checking out nesting sights?

Some of the snow geese at McNary NWR
photo by Judy Treman
On January 23, Doug Boedigheimer reported having 30
lesser goldfinches and 20 pine siskins at his feeders in
Milton-Freewater.
The rain finally stopped long enough to walk
Bennington Lake on January 23. An adult bald eagle
greeted us at the south end of the lake and seemed to
follow us around the lake as we walked the muddy trail.
I’m not sure if it had its
eye on us, a dead fish
floating on the water or
one of the many
mallards,
greenwinged teals, common
mergansers and coots
swimming in the lake.
Photo by Judy Treman
A great blue heron swooped over us a the north end of
the lake heading for the water. There were a pair of
great horned owls on the east side of the lake, a Pacific
wren, a Townsend’s solitaire, and the usual blackcapped chickadees, juncos, song sparrows and whitecrowned sparrows along the trail. A pair of downy
woodpeckers were working a snag at Cayuse Falls. Not
a lot of bird activity but nice to be able to walk the trails
once more.

I’d love to hear what your yard birds are doing that you
find interesting or unusual. Watching birds in your yard
is a great way to spend a few hours on a rainy day!
In another month bird activity will begin to pick up.
Bewick’s wrens and song sparrows are already singing
signally a start to spring. Let me know what you are
seeing and hearing. Send your sighting to my email
address: housewren084@gmail.com
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Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
The Chapter’s objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of Southeastern Washington and
Northeastern Oregon with the goals to appreciate, preserve and enjoy birds, wildlife, and the natural environment of the
area. Education is a primary objective of Chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational
opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and to the
public. The Chapter meets the third Thursday, (September through May) at 7:00 p.m. in the Whitman College Science
Building. A newsletter, The Magpiper is published September through May and is free to members. Non-member
subscription fees are $25 annually. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at
www.blumtn.org
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