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Meeting

Monthly Calendar

Membership Meeting: January 18—7:00 p.m.

Board Meeting
January 11—7:00 p.m.

Hunter Conservatory, Kimball Theatre
324 Boyer Avenue
(corner of Boyer and Park streets)

Membership Meeting
January 18—7:00 p.m.
Whitman College

PROGRAM: SONIC SEA (a documentary film)

Field Trip
January 20—9:00 a.m.
Harper Joy Theatre Parking lot

Oceans are a sonic symphony. Sound is essential to
the survival and prosperity of marine life. But manmade ocean noise is threatening this fragile
world. Sonic Sea is a powerful, visually stunning
documentary about the impact of industrial and
military ocean noise on whales and other marine
life. It tells the story of a former US Navy officer
who solved a tragic mystery and changed forever the
way we understand our impact on the ocean. The
film is narrated by Rachel McAdams and features
Sting, in addition to the renowned ocean experts Dr.
Sylvia Earle, Dr. Paul Spong, Dr. Christopher Clark
and Jean-Michel Cousteau. Sonic Sea was produced
by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)
and Imaginary Forces in association with the
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) and
Diamond Docs.
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Membership: Melissa Webster and
Holly Howard
Programs: Nancy Mitchell
Publicity: Jonathan Webster
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: George Jameson
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Paul Treman
Magpiper Editor: Ginger Shoemake
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org
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housewren084@gmail.com
Contact BMAS:
Email: housewren084@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Field Trip
WINTER BIRDS
Saturday, January 20, 9:00 a.m.
Leaders: Mike and MerryLynn Denny
January is usually a very unpredictable month for weather and birds, so much so
that we will go wherever Mike and MerryLynn think special birds are waiting to be
seen. Will we head to the Columbia River, Snake River, or someplace else? Target
birds could be Snow Geese, Bald Eagles, owls, Common Redpolls, Waterfowl,
Black-legged Kittiwakes, or birds that have yet to make their presence known. If
weather permits, this will be an all-day field trip returning late afternoon. Dress
appropriately for the weather and plan to do some walking. Bring a lunch,
something hot to drink, your binoculars and a friend or two. If you have walkietalkies bring them as we like to have a walkie-talkie in each car so everyone can
hear what is being seen as we drive along county backroads.
Meet at the Harper Joy Theater parking lot at Whitman College and we will carpool.
If you have any questions call or e-mail Mike and MerryLynn at 509-529-0080 or
m.denny@charter.net
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Christmas Count Results
Snow Goose – 1
Cackling Goose – 12
Canada Goose – 2,598
Wood Duck – 11
Eurasian Wigeon – 1
American Wigeon – 82
Mallard – 515
Green-winged Teal – 41
Ring-necked Duck – 16
Bufflehead – 5
Common Goldeneye – 13
Hooded Merganser – 19
Common Merganser – 56
Ring-necked Pheasant – 59
Ruffed Grouse – 1
Wild Turkey – 127
California Quail – 208
Great Blue Heron – 14
Bald Eagle – 8
Northern Harrier – 5
Sharp-shinned Hawk – 15
Cooper’s Hawk – 17
Red-tailed Hawk – 107
Rough-legged Hawk – 2
Golden Eagle – 5
American Kestrel – 68
Merlin – 6
Virginia Rail - cw
Killdeer – 3
Wilson’s Snipe – 3
Ring-billed gull - cw
Feral Pigeon – 166
Eurasian Collared Dove – 392
Mourning Dove – 267
Western Screech Owl – 3
Great Horned Owl – 15
Northern Pygmy Owl – 4
Long-eared Owl – 2
Northern Saw-whet Owl - cw
Anna’s Hummingbird – 4
Belted Kingfisher – 2
Downy Woodpecker – 46
Hairy Woodpecker – 5
Northern Flicker – 366
Pileated Woodpecker – 1
Northern Shrike – 3
Steller’s Jay – 40
Eastern Blue Jay – 1
Black-billed Magpie – 256
American Crow – 296
Common Raven – 88
Black-capped Chickadee – 184
Chestnut-backed Chickadee – 2
Red-breasted Nuthatch – 25
Brown Creeper – 3
Bewick’s Wren – 33
Pacific Wren – 13
American Dipper – 1
Golden-crowned Kinglet – 37
Ruby-crowned Kinglet – 15
Townsend’s Solitaire – 13
Hermit Thrush – 11
American Robin – 463

Varied Thrush – 58
European Starling – 3546
Bohemian Waxwing – 40
Cedar Waxwing – 202
Wilson’s Warbler - 1
Yellow-rumped Warbler – 26
Spotted Towhee – 8
Fox Sparrow – 2
Song Sparrow - 187
White-throated Sparrow – 3
White-crowned Sparrow –
164
Golden-crowned Sparrow – 1
Dark-eyed Junco – 1978
Slate Colored – 8
Red-winged Blackbird – 32
Western Meadowlark – 2
Brewer’s Blackbird – 53
Cassin’s Finch – 1
House Finch – 432
Pine Siskin – 149
Lesser Goldfinch – 97
American Goldfinch – 158
Evening Grosbeak – 1
House Sparrow – 420
Photo by Wally Tomlinson

Photo by Jim Parrish
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January 1, 2018 Big Day

Bird of the Month

Fifteen birders found 118 birds on New Year’s Day.
257 species were seen in Walla Walla County during the
2017 year. We’re off to a good start to beat that number
in 2018! Here is the January 1 list of birds seen.

FOX SPARROW Passerella iliaca

Greater white-fronted goose
Snow goose
Cackling goose
Canada goose
Trumpeter swan
Tundra swan
Wood duck
Gadwall
Eurasian wigeon
American wigeon
Mallard
Northern shoveler
Northern pintail
Green-winged teal
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked duck
Greater scaup
Lesser scaup
Bufflehead
Common goldeneye
Barrow’s goldeneye
Hooded merganser
Common merganser
Ruddy duck
California quail
Ring-necked pheasant
Wild turkey
Common loon
Pied-billed grebe
Horned grebe
Western grebe
Double-crested cormorant
American white pelican
Great blue heron
Great egret
Black-crowned night heron
Northern harrier
Sharp-shinned hawk
Cooper’s hawk
Northern goshawk
Bald eagle
Red-tailed hawk
Rough-legged hawk
Ferruginous hawk
American coot
Killdeer
Dunlin
Wilson’s snipe
Ring-billed gull
California gull
Herring gull
Glaucous-winged gull
Feral pigeon
Eurasian collared dove
Mourning dove
Barn owl
Western screech owl
Great horned owl

Great gray owl
Long eared owl
Short eared owl
Northern saw-whet owl
Belted kingfisher
Downy woodpecker
Hairy woodpecker
Northern flicker
Pileated woodpecker
American kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine falcon
Prairie falcon
Northern shrike
Steller’s jay
Blue jay
Black-billed magpie
American crow
Common raven
Horned lark
Black-capped chickadee
Chestnut-backed chickadee
Red-breasted nuthatch
Brown creeper
Pacific wren
Marsh wren
Bewick’s wren
American dipper
Golden-crowned kinglet
Ruby-crowned kinglet
Townsend's solitaire
Hermit thrush
American robin
Varied thrush
European starling
Bohemian waxwing
Cedar waxwing
Yellow-rumped warbler
Fox sparrow
Dark-eyed junco
White-crowned sparrow
White-throated sparrow
Savannah sparrow
Song sparrow
Lincoln’s sparrow
Swamp sparrow
Spotted towhee
Red-winged blackbird
Tri-colored blackbird
Western meadowlark
Yellow-headed blackbird
Brewer’s blackbird
Gray-crowned rosy finch
House finch
Pine siskin
Lesser goldfinch
American goldfinch
Evening grosbeak
House sparrow

Size: 6 inches
Description: large,
stocky build with stout
bill, gray to rust brown
above, grayish head,
splotches on flanks
and center of chest.
Photo by Jim Parrish

Fox sparrows are a striking bird with a loud melodic
song that is easy to hear in the dense brush, but not so
easy to find. They spend a lot of time on the ground
kicking away leaf litter in search of insects and seeds,
much like the spotted towhee. They rarely venture very
far from cover so they can be hard to locate. I have
spent a lot of time walking along South Coppei Creek
Road following the sound of their beautiful song trying
to locate them in the thick brambles, usually just out of
sight.
They breed in coniferous forests and dense mountain
scrub. Although they migrate in the winter, in recent
years more of them have been seen during the winter
months in our area. The female builds the nest of twigs
bark, moss, dry grass and lichens. The inner cup is often
lined with fine grass or hair. Placement of the nest is on
or near the ground in dense brush. They only have one
brood a year and nest size is 2-5 eggs.
Fox sparrows are considered a species of least concern
but populations declined about 51% in the past 50 years.
Their distribution has probably shifted during this time
because of logging and changes to forest fire regimes in
the West. Both logging and forest fires create dense,
shrubby regrowth that becomes prime fox sparrow
habitat.
During breeding season, fox sparrows eat mainly
insects. They find their prey with a “double-scratch”
behavior—a hop forward and an immediate hop back
during which they scratch both feet backward through
the leaf litter. They also eat seeds, fruits and buds from
plants. In the winter they occasionally come to bird
seed that we scatter around on the ground for other
sparrows such as song sparrows and juncos.
They vary greatly in color. Red fox sparrows are found
mostly in the boreal forests; slate colored ones are found
mostly in the mountains of the interior west; sooty are
found along the Pacific Coast and thick billed are
restricted to the Sierra Nevada mountains.
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The World Around Us
BIRDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Audubon Washington

USFWS Pacific Region
December, 2017
Wisdom, a Laysan albatross and the world’s oldest
known breeding bird in the wild, has returned to
Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge and Battle
of Midway National Memorial. The approximately
67 year old Wisdom flies thousands of miles each
year to return to Midway Atoll. She was first
banded on Midway in 1956. Her arrival is
overshadowed only by the news that she has also
laid an egg.
Each year millions of albatross return to Midway
Atoll in Papahānaumokuākea Marine National
Monument to nest and raise their young. U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Refuge staff spotted Wisdom
and her mate, Akeakamai, near their nest in late
November, and on December 13 staff confirmed
that Akeakamai was on the nest incubating an egg.
Wisdom and her mate return to the same nest site
on Midway Atoll each year. Since 2006, Wisdom
has successfully raised and fledged at least nine
chicks and traveled millions of miles in her
lifetime.
“An albatross egg is important to the overall
albatross population: explained Bob Peyton, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Project Leader for
Midway Atoll Refuge and Memorial. “If you
consider that albatross don’t always lay an egg each
year and when they do they only raise one chick at
a time – each egg is tremendously important in
maintaining the survival of a colony” The Midway
colony makes up 70% of the world’s Laysan
albatross population
“An albatross egg is important to the overall
albatross Leader for Midway

For decades, climate change has been one of our
greatest conservation challenges and has become
one of the leading threats to birds and other wildlife
in Washington and across the nation. The National
Audubon Society’s Birds and Climate Report found
that 189 of Washington's most iconic and beloved
bird species are threatened by climate change.
Many of these species are currently threatened by
other factors, such as habitat loss, while others are
species we previously considered secure but could
face significant shifts in their ranges as a result of
climate change.
Now, more than ever, we have a responsibility to be
the voice of the birds and aggressively combat this
urgent threat head on by protecting the places that
birds need to thrive and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Over the next five years Audubon
Washington is focused on:


Increasing habitat protection in focused areas of
Eastern Washington that are expected to
provide essential habitat for birds under a future
warmer climate.



Ensuring resilient coastal estuaries will continue
to support marine and shorebird populations
along Pacific Flyway migration routes.



Advocating for a price on carbon emissions and
new, renewable energy alternatives that will
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Washington
State.



Building a stronger, more diverse force for
action on climate change to monitor birds and
advocate for solutions to tackle this threat.

Climate is defined as the various atmospheric
conditions which include rainfall, temperature, wind,
humidity and other meteorological elements, etc. in a
region over a long time.
Weather can be defined as the atmosphere at a given
time and place, with respect to variables such as wind,
moisture, storms, snow, temperature, barometric
pressure.
The Weather Channel
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Events

Musings
Grab your binoculars and
join the 15th annual Olympic BirdFest 2018 celebration at the Dungeness River
Audubon Center, April 1315, 2018.

The stage is set…quiet bays
and estuaries, sandy beaches, a five-mile-long sand
spit, and a protected island
bird sanctuary on the Strait
of Juan de Fuca; wetlands,
tide pools, rainforests, and
lush river valleys. The players are ready … Marbled
Murrelets, Rhinoceros Auklets, Harlequin Ducks,
Black Oystercatchers, Peregrine Falcons, Barred and
Pygmy Owls will be sporting their finest spring plumage for this celebration. Enjoy guided birding trips, boat tour, and a gala banquet.
Our featured speaker this year, Claudio Vidal has been
exploring & birding since the age of 12 and currently
leads birding/nature tours & photo safaris through Patagonia, Chile & South America.
Come bird with us and experience with others the spectacular landscapes of the Olympic Peninsula …you just
might go home with a new bird for your life list! Check
out the offerings by going online
(www.olympicbirdfest.org).
Precede your BirdFest weekend with a three-day, two
night birding cruise of the spectacular San Juan Islands
on April 10-12, 2018. Visit San Juan and Sucia Islands,
and more. Stay at the historic Roche Harbor Resort.
Extend your Birdfest weekend with the Neah Bay posttrip, April 16-17, 2018: two and one-half days exploring
northwest coastal Washington, a region rarely seen by
birders.
Contact us by phone, at 360-681-4076,
E-mail us at info@olympicbirdfest.org ,
Or write to us at:
Dungeness River Audubon Center
P.O. Box 2450
Sequim, WA 98382

by Chris Howard

Great Horned Owls of Bennington
December is the beginning of winter. It is also a time
when I become increasingly interested in
investigating the pairings of the Great Horned Owls
around Bennington Lake. Who is going to mate with
whom, when are they going to pair up and where will
their secretive nest be found? The Great Horned
Owl is one species that calls the Bennington area
home throughout the year. The fact that the owls
are year round residents doesn’t mean they are easy
to find. With their brown and black striped and
bared, bark like feather pattern, they are masters of
camouflage. Typically they roost silent and
motionless in deep woods blending into their
background requiring serious searching to find them.
Sometimes, while walking quietly through a dense
grove, I will look to one side and am startled to see
silent pair of golden eyes staring at me from only a
few feet away. More frequently the owl is flushed
and I catch a glimpse of its tail and wings winding
away through the forest. Finding a frequent, well
camouflaged, roosting spot for these owls doesn’t
mean they stay there permanently. For the recent
Christmas Bird Count, we had located a cooperative
owl who had been roosting in the same spot for weeks
only to be nowhere in sight on the day of the count.
Fortunately, I literally almost ran into it a little while
later, roosting in clear view on a nearby pine tree.
Great Horned Owls are early nesters so it is common
for them to begin their mating search in late
November or December. On a cold grey winter day I
make my way down to the lake just at sunset. With
the benefit of the leaves being off the trees, I see
the male high up in Cottonwood tree bent over like an
oversized chicken, taking a deep breath and a
expelling a series of deep rhythmic hoots. If this
serenading crooner is lucky, further down the grove
of Cottonwoods there may come a series of higher
toned hoots from a possibly interested female. I
watch as the male flies intently in the direction of
the female and curves around the tree to glide onto
the branch next to the female. The female is not
ready for any owl play and heads off to a distant
tree. A little later I see them silhouetted in the dim
evening light on the top of the dam.
Assuming these two eventually form a mating pair,
the next challenge is to find the nest. Great Horned
Owls generally don’t build their own nest but will
utilize an old Red Tailed Hawk nest made of sticks, or
a cave or ledge on a cliff face or even a wide fork in a
large tree. When the one to three eggs are laid in
the nest, the female remains on the nest incubating
them for 37 days, while the male takes over the task
of finding food for the female and the owlets when
born. Keep a sharp eye out when walking Bennington…
you may find an owl too.
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
Eight of us walked Bennington Lake on November 28
with a special emphasis on finding owls. Scouring all
the junipers and pines we found one great horned owl
and one northern saw-whet owl. Paul Treman took
this photo of the saw-whet.

Gray-crowned rosy finch photo by Jim Parrish
On December 2, Mike and MerryLynn found a female
harlequin duck in with the goldeneyes and
buffleheads at Ice Harbor Dam. They saw a whitebreasted nuthatch, two prairie falcons and several
purple finches at Fishhook Park. They also watched a
flyover of about 500 snow geese while birding
Fishhook.
There are still blue jays around! Melissa Cummins had
one in her yard on December 3 and it was around all
month.
Jani Kay Smith reported 2 Steller’s jays in her yard on
December 5.
Other birds of note were four hooded mergansers,
three common mergansers, 13 evening grosbeaks, a
pileated woodpecker and a hairy woodpecker.
Mike and MerryLynn were joined by Jim and Sue
Parrish on November 29 at the Millet Pond. They hit
the jackpot with sparrows—7 Lincoln’s sparrows, 4
Harris’s sparrows, 6 swamp sparrows, 4 goldencrowned sparrows, 20 white-crowned sparrows and
18 song sparrows. Earlier they saw four fox sparrows
at Madame Dorian Park.
Six of us joined Mike and MerryLynn on December 1
for a trip to Lower Monumental Dam to look for graycrowned rosy finches. Of course we birded along the
way and saw some very nice birds—long-eared owls, a
golden eagle, a loggerhead shrike (very unusual for
this time of year, several northern shrikes, and rosy
finches—lots of them!! They were just coming into the
bank swallow holes in the gravel pit above the dam as
we arrived. We watched them for some time and it
looked like they were settling down for the night. But
then they all flew out and swirled around us—barely
missing Paul Treman and Jim Parrish, who were
photographing them at the time. They will probably be
around for a few more months so I hope you have a
chance to get to see them. The best time to look is late
afternoon.

Bennington Lake was very birdy on our Tuesday walk
December 5. A flock of evening grosbeaks greeted us
in the parking lot and a great blue heron and a
kingfisher kept watch from the tower in the lake. They
were being watched by a bald eagle in the cottonwoods
just beyond the dam. Further down the trail a pileated
woodpecker worked a snag and two great horned owls
cozied up together in the pines. Bewick's wrens and
white-crowned sparrows were singing like it was
spring . Both ruby crowned and golden crowned
kinglets flitted around in the trees with a brown
creeper and black-capped chickadees. Two goldencrowned sparrows were in with a flock of other
sparrows and a spotted towhee north of parking lot on
our way back.
On December 7, Mike and
MerryLynn birded in the
freezing fog and were
rewarded with some amazing
birds including a rusty
blackbird, western bluebird,
loggerhead shrike, shorteared owl, glaucous gull and
a snowy owl!
Several of us hurried out to see
the snowy owl, and Paul Treman was able to get this
photo through the fog.
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On December 9,
birders joined the
Dennys for the
pre-CBC
field
trip. They found
some nice birds
including
two
golden
eagles,
wild
turkeys,
varied
thrush,
and
American
dippers.
On December 9, Joanne Hesser-James, Mike James and
Laura James saw a northern pygmy owl in an apple
tree on Lewis Peak Road. They almost passed by the
little guy thinking it was a dried fruit on the tree!
Rodger and I saw about 20 common redpolls coming
down Nine Mile Canyon Road on December 10.
MerryLynn had seen them earlier so we decided to
check once more having missed them on the way up.
We also saw a immature bald eagle sitting on top of the
ferruginous hawk platform.
The 44th Christmas Count was a huge success. 53
people and 6 feeder watchers counted 84 species for the
day. After the count there was a supper and wrap-up at
Fort Walla Walla Museum. A huge thank you to
MerryLynn for organizing the count and the wrap-up.

them on December 17. Look for them on the ponds and
in the fields along Hanson Loop and Iverson Roads.
I took Linda Hanson and Dawn Bishop up to look for
the snowy owl on December 17. On the way home we
drove down Ash Hollow Road and found a beautiful
ferruginous hawk sitting in a field next to the road.
Just past it was a prairie falcon sitting on a pole. It
flew in front of us and soon was confronted by an
American kestrel. The kestrel quickly flew into a tree
and the prairie falcon continued hunting.
The number of common redpolls on Nine Mile Road
are also increasing. At first there were only a dozen or
so of them, but by December 23 there were over 100
reported by people going up to look for the snowy owl
(which was seen off and on through the end of the
month).
Another snowy owl was
reported in our area on
December 21—this one in
Umatilla County.
Melissa
Cummins drove down to see it
before the snow got too deep.
Rodger and I tried to find it the
next day but the snow on the
road had not been traveled and
so we didn’t take a chance on
getting stuck.
We had a Say’s phoebe trying to find insects under the
eaves and bushes on Christmas Day. It’s pretty hard for
a flycatcher to find food in the snow!
It’s a new year so for many of us that means it’s time to
start a our 2018 list (or lists). I’m particularly interested
in knowing what birds you are seeing in your yards and
in Walla Walla County so I can share your sightings
with others here in the Magpiper. We’ve had some great
winter bird sightings in December. Hopefully, January
will bring more visitors to our valley. Don’t forget to
email me at housewren084@gmail.com and remember
to look at Blue Mountain Audubon’s Facebook page to
see photos, announcements, articles and more!

Mike and MerryLynn got
a early Christmas present
on December 17 at Ice
Harbor Dam where they
found 2 black-legged
kittiwakes. This is only
the second record for the
species in Walla Walla
County. This photo was
taken by MerryLynn.
Snow geese are returning to McNary NWR in large
numbers again. Mike and MerryLynn saw over 2000 of
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Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
The Chapter’s objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of Southeastern Washington and
Northeastern Oregon with the goals to appreciate, preserve and enjoy birds, wildlife, and the natural environment of the
area. Education is a primary objective of Chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational
opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and to the
public. The Chapter meets the third Thursday, (September through May) at 7:00 p.m. in the Whitman College Science
Building. A newsletter, The Magpiper is published September through May and is free to members. Non-member
subscription fees are $25 annually. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at
www.blumtn.org
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