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Meeting

Monthly Calendar
Board Meeting
November 9—7:00 p.m.
Membership Meeting
November 16—7:00 p.m.
Whitman College
Field Trip
November 18—9:00 a.m.
Harper Joy Theatre Parking lot

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:
Vice President: Jeff Fredson
Secretary: Paul and Judy Treman
Treasurer: Jonathan Webster
Conservation: Chris Howard
Education: Kathy McConnell
Membership: Melissa Webster and
Holly Howard
Programs: Nancy Mitchell
Publicity: Jonathan Webster
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: George Jameson
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Paul Treman
Magpiper Editor: Ginger Shoemake
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org
Bird sightings:
housewren084@gmail.com
Contact BMAS:
Email: housewren084@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Membership Meeting: November 16—7:00 p.m.
Room 129 Olin Hall, Whitman College
PROGRAM: SOJOURN IN ICELAND, LAND OF FIRE AND ICE
Patrick Spencer, Whitman College Geology Professor,
will speak on a recent trip to Iceland. From a
geological perspective, Iceland is one of the most
unique places in the world. Located in the North
Atlantic Ocean between Greenland and northern
Europe, it is an exposed part of the Mid-Atlantic
Ridge, the geological and tectonic boundary between
the North American and Eurasian plates. The eastern
half of Iceland is moving to the east, while the western half is moving to the west. In theory
if not in reality, one can straddle the boundary between two major tectonic provinces. The
northern-most part of Iceland, Grimsey Island, is above the Arctic Circle. In southern
Iceland, the island of Surtsey is among the youngest islands in the world, having emerged
from the sea during an eruptive phase in the 1960’s. Surtsey is now the site of multiple
geological and biological research efforts.
The scenery in Iceland is spectacular, from blue lagoons of hot water to active glaciers; from
towering active volcanic peaks to old valleys recently carved Ice Age glaciers which are
now gone. Iceland is a study in geological contrasts and provides an excellent opportunity to
gain a better understanding of the interactions between natural geological processes and
human civilization. In addition, many of the fundamental underpinnings of the guiding
theory of modern Geology, Plate Tectonics, were in part supported by observations made in
Iceland.

Field Trip
TURKEY TROT
Saturday, November 18, 9:00 a.m.
It’s time for the annual November Turkey Trot led by Tom Scribner. We will scour
the Blue Mountain foothills in Walla Walla and Columbia counties in search of wild
turkeys, as well as Townsend’s solitaires, pileated woodpeckers, great-horned owls,
hermit thrush and other birds. This will be an all-day trip so bring a lunch and don’t
forget your binoculars. This trip is always a lot of fun and the scenery alone makes
it a trip you won’t want to miss. We will try to have a walkie-talkie for each car so
everyone will know what is being seen as we head for Wolf Fork Road south of
Dayton, where we usually see
the most turkeys.
Meet at the Harper Joy Theater
parking lot at Whitman College
and we will car pool. Contact
Tom if you have any questions:
tomscribner1947@gmail.com or 529-8628
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News From the Board

Project Feeder Watch

Education: Kathy McConnell reported on the BMAS
sponsored library box that she painted with very
appropriate bird images. The library box was installed
by Kathy and Peter Nickerson from the Sherwood
Leadership Group in Pioneer Park by the Aviary on
October 27. The first customer, Oscar, came by to find
a book as they were finishing up the installation.

It’s time to put out some feeders, grab a cup of coffee or
tea and enjoy another winter of Project Feeder Watch.
I’ve been participating in this citizen science project
since 2003 and look forward every fall to seeing what
new and returning birds come to my yard. I hope you
will join me this year!

The Library Box Project is sponsored by the Sherwood
Trust Leadership Group, and Audubon’s box is cosponsored by Blue Mountain Audubon and Whitman
College Science Outreach.
BMAS members and friends are encouraged to leave
good books, especially science orientated book, and take
books! The box will have books for all ages.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!
2017 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
DECEMBER 16
7:30 A.M.
(details in the December Magpiper)

Project FeederWatch is a winter-long survey of birds
that visit feeders at backyards, nature centers,
community areas, and other locales in North America.
FeederWatchers periodically count the birds they see at
their feeders from November through early April and
send their counts to Project FeederWatch. FeederWatch
data help scientists track broad scale movements of
winter bird populations and long-term trends in bird
distribution and abundance.
Anyone interested in birds can participate. FeederWatch
is conducted by people of all skill levels and
backgrounds, including children, families, individuals,
classrooms, retired persons, youth groups, nature
centers, and bird clubs. You can count birds as often as
every week, or as infrequently as you like: the schedule
is completely flexible. All you need is a bird feeder, bird
bath, or plantings that attract birds.
Project FeederWatch had its roots in Ontario in the mid1970s. In the winter of 1987-88, more than 4,000 people
enrolled. FeederWatchers represented every state in the
U.S. except Hawaii and most provinces in Canada,
especially Ontario. The dream to systematically survey
winter feeder birds over a wide geographic range was in
place. Since then the number of project participants has
grown to more than 20,000. Project FeederWatch
continues to be a cooperative research project of the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Bird Studies Canada
(formerly the Long Point Bird Observatory). Today,
FeederWatch is a proven tool for monitoring the
distribution and abundance of winter bird populations.
For more information on how to join visit the website:
feederwatch.org
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Books

Bird of the Month
In 2015 many of us
followed the amazing
blog written by Noah
Strycker as he traveled
the world on a big year
unlike anything tried by a
birder before. Every day
we waited for the blog to
update
us
on
his
remarkable journey.

After returning home, he
began writing a book
about his fascinating
year. It came out in
October, and is a must
read!
Here are two
reviews about his incredible journey.
In 2015, Noah Strycker set himself a lofty goal: to
become the first person to see half the world’s birds in
one year. For 365 days, with a backpack, binoculars, and
a series of one-way tickets, he traveled across forty-one
countries and all seven continents, eventually spotting
6,042 species—by far the biggest birding year on record.
This is no travelogue or glorified checklist. Noah
ventures deep into a world of blood-sucking leeches,
chronic sleep deprivation, airline snafus, breakdowns,
mudslides, floods, war zones, ecologic devastation,
conservation triumphs, common and iconic species, and
scores of passionate bird lovers around the globe. By
pursuing the freest creatures on the planet, Noah gains a
unique perspective on the world they share with us—and
offers a hopeful message that even as many birds face an
uncertain future, more people than ever are working to
protect them. Amazon Review
"Noah Strycker's ark is big enough for six thousand
birds—and then some!—but just as impressive is the
way this gifted gatherer makes room for wonder, joy,
and friendship found in far-flung places. This is one of
those rare, beautiful books that enlarges the world with
adventure and makes it feel, at the same time, like a
mysteriously intimate place, inhabited by good people in
love with the natural world willing to help a stranger on
his extraordinary journey."—Jonathan Rosen author of
The Life of the Skies: Birding at the end of Nature

NOAH STRYCKER is associate editor of Birding
magazine and the author of several books. He has
studied birds worldwide, and works as a guide
on expedition cruises to Antarctica and the Arctic,
spreading the inspiration of birds from pole to pole.

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH
Sitta carolinensus
Size: 5 1/2 inches
Description: White face
and underparts with
obvious black eye, dark
gray cap, bluish-gray
back and wings and a
short tail.
Photo by George Jameson

White-breasted nuthatches are found throughout most of
North America and are a common feeder bird in the
eastern states. Although they are usually associated with
deciduous forests, in the Pacific Northwest they can be
found in open ponderosa and mixed forests. Look for
them in mixed flocks of chickadees, nuthatches and
brown creepers. Although they are not common in
Walla Walla, they may come to sunflower seed feeders
or suet in the winter.
They forage up, down and sideways over tree trunks and
around large branches, often moving down head first,
probing into bark crevices or chipping away at wood to
find insects and seeds. They often store seeds and
insects one at a time under loose pieces of bark, moss or
snow for use later in the winter.
Females build the nest in a natural tree cavity or
abandoned woodpecker hole. They sometimes enlarge
these holes but rarely excavate them entirely on their
own. The hole is lined with fur, bark and lumps of dirt.
A nest cup is then built of fine grass, shredded bark,
feathers and other soft material. The nest holes are often
reused in subsequent years.
They are normally
territorial and the pair stays together throughout the
year.
Normal clutch size is 5-8 eggs and they only have one
brood during the nesting season.
White-breasted nuthatches are the largest of the three
nuthatch species found in the Blue Mountains. They
may be small, but their voices are loud which makes
them easier to locate.
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On the Lighter Side
In the world today things seem so full of doom and
gloom that I thought it would be fun to pause a minute
and enjoy reading something that would make us smile.
I found this article by John Still in the September/
October issue of Bird Watcher’s Digest, and it made my
day. I hope you enjoy it too!

SLATY-BACKED FLOATER
In recent years, I have been seeing a peculiar small
gray bird in increasing numbers. Their current accepted
name is slaty-backed floater (Opticus levitatus), aka
SBFL. Despite its relative abundance, little is known of
the biology of this bird. The slaty-backed floater keeps
the same plumage throughout the year. An interesting
plumage characteristic is the considerable variation in
tail length. Some tails are stubby, whereas others may
be long and twisted or even racquet-tipped. There is
also a great range in body size, although this could be
the result of distance from the observer; just don’t know.
This confusion is due in part to their peculiar
characteristic of being impossible to magnify, even
when viewed through the best and most powerful optics.
This has hampered close observation. Despite the
dedicated work of gifted wildlife photographers, the
SBFL is also impossible to photograph.
Here is what is known about the SBFL. Its preferred
habitat is highly variable and seems to be virtually
everywhere, even indoors. According to eBird data,
they are apparently non-migratory and have no seasonal
movement. Despite hours of observation, the floaters
have never been seen feeding, so there is no information
on diet or foraging style. To date, no nest has been
found. There are two different theories on their
vocalizations. One hold that they are mute. The other
theory is that they are incredible mimics, producing a
variety of sounds that make their song indistinguishable
from their environment. Should a floater be captured,
perhaps this debate could be resolved.
When it comes to birder experiences, we have gained
some valuable information. It seems that few birders
under 50 years of age have seen a slaty-backed floater.
Even highly skilled young birders are unable to find the
bird. We can assume, then, that chronology, not skill
level, is a factor here. Observers relate that SBFLs are
constantly moving and will repeat the same flight
pattern again and again. This persistent activity can be
very distracting when trying to find other species,
especially in a forested situation. Hawk watchers have
been frustrated by their presence, which may have led to
conflicting numbers and sometimes heated arguments
between younger and older birders. Slaty-backed
floaters may also disappear and return in the blink of an
eye.

Birders comparing observations sound like they are
seeing entirely different birds. As more data is gathered,
it is appearing the SBFL pay be species-specific, or
rather birder-specific, so that each birder has a different
distinct population.
Keep your eyes open for slaty-backed floaters (although
the birds are often visible when birders’ eyes are
closed). This is one bird you will not enjoy adding to
your life list.

RULES FOR LISTERS
Noah Stryker discusses the rules for listing in his book
Birding Without Borders. According to him, the
American Birding Association has a guideline for
listing birds
called Recording Rules and
Interpretations. The number one rule is that a bird
must be “alive, wild, and unrestrained” for official
consideration. This means dead birds don’t count and
you can’t list exotic sightings in zoos and aviaries.
Here are some other interesting rules:
1. eggs don’t count
2. Domestic animals don’t count
3. Injured birds can be counted
There are also grey areas that are subjective and
birders have different opinions on what to do.
1. If you snap a photo and later notice a bird in the
photo that you didn’t notice before, can you count
it? (I’ve never encountered this one since I’m not a
photographer)
2. Can you count birds you hear but don’t see? (ABA
rules say you can. I do unless it’s a life bird and
then I have to see it)
3. Can you count “introduced” birds? (I do)
4. If you are standing on a border of a state or country
and a bird flies from one side to another, can you
count it on both sides? (I do)
If you aren’t a “lister” all of these rules and questions
sound pretty silly. However, listing is really a game
and you decide how to play it. My good friend George
Jameson always tells me “your list, your rules!”
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Events
WATER. WIND & FIRE: Saving our farms,
forests, and fish while strengtheningour economy
Monday, November 13 – 7:00 p.m.
Foundry vineyards, 1111 Abadie Street
Since the release of Audubon’s Birds and Climate
Change report in 2014, the Audubon network in
Washington been working to 1) spread the word that
climate change is the number one threat to birds, 2)
protect the places on the ground that birds need today
and in the future and 3) mitigate the impacts of climate
change by advocating for a price on carbon pollution
and new, renewable energy alternatives that will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. With the support of the
chapter network in Washington, considerable time and
energy has been spent advocating for a state-wide price
on carbon emissions, beginning with their endorsement
of Initiative 732, followed by lobbying in Olympia
during the 2017 legislative session. Washington
Audubon continues to look for the best feasible path
forward to reduce carbon pollution in Washington State.
At the same time, they are working to cultivate an
informed constituency, normalize the idea of a price on
carbon to new audiences, and mobilize communities to
discuss climate change issues and demand action.
With these goals in mind, Jen Syrowitz, Washington
Audubon Conservation Manager, has been working with
members of Citizens Climate Lobby to develop,
organize, and advertise a conversational tour around
eastern Washington to discuss a) how our changing
climate may be impacting eastern Washington natural
resources, communities, and livelihoods and b) how a
price on carbon pollution could help mitigate these
impacts, without hurting the economy. CCL’s carbon
pricing proposal - carbon fee and dividend - will be
highlighted. At the same time, Audubon’s message will
be clear: we are interested in all feasible solutions that
will reduce carbon pollution causing climate change.
Together, the aim is to generate discussion on how
climate change may be affecting people in your
community, help normalize the idea of a price on
carbon, and galvanize support for action on climate
change.
Birds are a non-partisan climate change messenger – a
safe vessel by which to discuss the changes we are
seeing in the natural world around us due to a warming
climate. Birds are also a powerful motivator for taking
action to protect wild places, our communities, and our
livelihoods. Everyone has a bird story.
Please attend the program Water, Wind & Fire on
November 13 and learn more on how you can help.
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Musings

by Chris Howard
Bedding with Bears

In late September some friends and I were all prepared
for a three day hike on the Timberline Trail around Mt.
Hood when winter made its first assault by dumping 2 feet
of snow on the mountain sending us in search of a lower
elevation hike. We decided to hike on the Pacific Crest
Trail to the west of Mt. Adams. We started our hike on a
green, needle covered pathway heading for what looked on
the map to be a scenic alpine lake below the snow level. As
the sun began to drop behind the forest covered
mountains, infrequent patches of snow we had passed
became the norm and soon we were hiking in 4 to 6 inches
of cold, wet snow. Not exactly what we had planned on. Too
late to turn back, we plunged forward deeper into the
forest, where we found a distinct set of very fresh, rather
large bear tracks
padding down our trail
toward the same
destination we were
headed. I generally don’t
mind bears, who are
normally eager to
distance themselves
from humans, but I
recently read that in the
late fall bears are
hormonally effected by
what is called
hyperphagia.
Hyperphagia is an
elevated craving for
food that bears need to
sustain themselves
during the long winter
hibernation.
As darkness closed in, we found some relatively snow free
tent spots under the branches of some wide spreading firs
and made preparations for the long cold night. The first
order of business was to find somewhere to hang our food
bags to avoid having them raided by our nearby bear.
Unfortunately, all we could find was an old dead tree with a
bent top about 8 feet from the nearest tent. After our
evening meal of dehydrated pasta, we all very gladly
stuffed all the additional food, tooth paste, snicker bars,
trail mix, chap stick and anything else that smelled half
way edible, into stuff bags and used a rope to secure them
as high up in the dead tree as we could. Knowing that black
bears can readily climb trees, we settled into a fitful sleep,
fully expecting to be awakened in the middle of the night
by a giant commotion of the hungry bear falling onto the
nearby tent in attempting to scale the dead tree.
I awoke a couple times during the night to muffled roars…
only camp mates snoring. It was with a sigh of relief when
the dim forest light slowly unveiled the food bags hanging
untouched in the nearby tree.
On the way out we made a short side trip to climb a steep
rocky crag for superb views of Mt. Adams, Mt. St. Helens
and Mt. Rainier. We were quite pleased to look about 100
yards north to a nearby crag and spot a magnificent snow
white Mountain Goat looking intently at us. He sported a
luxuriant, ultra-thick wool coat covering bulging muscles
and dashing pair of pointed black horns. He showed no fear
of us…it was clear who was king of this mountain.
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
Pam Fisher reported “lots of pine siskins at my front
feeder and water feature” on September 30. She noted it
had been a long time since she had this many visit her
yard.
Mike and MerryLynn
found nine American
golden plovers and two
black-bellied plovers at
the Tyson Blood Ponds
on September 30 and
MerryLynn took this nice
photo of one of the
golden plovers.
Wally Tomlinson did some birding along the Columbia
River on September 30. He saw a variety of waterfowl
including ring-necked ducks, redheads, canvasbacks
and pied-billed grebes. He also saw many yellowrumped warblers at Hood Park.
On our Bennington Lake walk on October 3 we saw four
species of woodpeckers: red shafted flickers, downy
woodpeckers, a pileated woodpecker and this hairy
woodpecker that Judy Treman photographed.

Snow goose photographed by MerryLynn Denny
Wally Tomlinson stopped by Mill Creek behind K-Mart
and reported many canada geese, mallards and
American wigeons.
Three of us walked Bennington Lake on October 17.
The weather was nice and the fall colors were beautiful.
We had to work at identifying some of the birds because
MerryLynn wasn’t with us, but it was a good way to
hone up on our skills without someone there to call out
what we were seeing and hearing. The lake was full of
waterfowl. There were also two greater yellowlegs
and a long-billed dowitcher along the canal. A
Cooper’s hawk seemed to be following us around the
lake (which didn’t help us find passerines because they
were hiding). We also saw a sharp-shinned hawk, a
American kestrel and a merlin. Downy woodpeckers
were enjoying the rosehips and didn’t seem to notice
that we were standing right next to them.
At the membership meeting on October 19, Dick Unrue
reported seeing a pair of evening grosbeaks in his yard.
They only stayed a few minutes.
MerryLynn walked Bennington Lake on October 19 and
found many of the same birds we saw on our Tuesday
walk, but also saw a northern shrike and two
Townsend’s solitaires.
Chris Howard and Tom Land took us on a Field Trip
through the Natural Area at Fort Walla Walla on
October 21.

There was a good variety of ducks on the lake, two
great blue herons and a great egret feasting on the
frogs, three belted kingfishers chasing each other
around the lake, and one of the resident great horned
owls watching us. A Cassin’s finch was one of many
small birds flitting in and out of the shrubs and trees.
Mike and MerryLynn found two northern saw-whet
owls at Fishhook Park on October 13. Other notable
sightings were two hermit thrushes, four whitethroated sparrows and over 50 snow geese flying over
them. Snow geese were also reported at McNary NWR
and Casey Pond the next day.
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Chris, Tom and several others have spent countless
hours clearing and maintaining the trails in this beautiful
natural environment. Nineteen of us enjoyed walking
through the fall leaves, over bridges and along springfed streams taking in nature. The resident Cooper’s
hawk watched us from his perch, a great horned owl
swooped through the cottonwoods and a red fox
scurried by as we meandered along the trails. Even the
rain held off for most of the trip.
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Paul and Judy Treman had two
Steller’s jays in their yard on
October 24. Nice to see some
mountain birds coming down into
town. Hopefully this is a sign that
we will have more mountain birds
in town this winter.
Photo by Paul Treman
Nine of us walked Bennington Lake on October 24.
There were bufflehead along with the waterfowl we
have been seeing on the lake in the past few weeks. As
we made our way past the north end of the lake a ringnecked pheasant flew past us with a Cooper’s hawk in
hot pursuit. Quite a sight to see!
On October 28, MerryLynn reported seeing several
rough-legged hawks on the road to Lower Monumental
Dam, a tree sparrow on Donnelly Road and nine graycrowned rosy finches on Lyon’s Ferry Road. More
winter birds coming back!

On October 22 Mike and MerryLynn drove up Scenic
Loop and found some nice birds including a pileated
woodpecker, a merlin, hermit thrushes, varied
thrushes, white-throated sparrows, wild turkeys and
robins everywhere—in the fields and in the air.
MerryLynn reported there were close to 2000 of them.

Be on the lookout for winter birds, and let me know
what you are seeing. Send your sightings to:
housewren084@gmail.com

Pam Fisher found a merlin hanging around her feeders
on October 23 and watched it snag a little bird, but for
some reason then drop it.
I went birding with Mike and MerryLynn on October 23
to the west side of the county. When I got to their house
I was greeted by more pine siskins than I’ve ever seen
in one spot. They were all over the feeders, in the trees
and on the ground. It was an amazing sight to see. We
found some great birds including a ferruginous hawk
on Byrnes Road, a Franklin’s gull and four
Bonaparte’s gulls at Casey Pond, a surf scoter at
McNary NWR and two common loons at Ice Harbor
Dam. We also saw a river otter and a beaver at Ice
Harbor. Here is
a picture of the
ferruginous
hawk—taken
by MerryLynn.

LOCAL MEMBERSHIP
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 2017-2018
DUES?
It was due in August, so if you want to continue to
receive a copy of the Magpiper you need to pay
$25 now.
(National members will continue to receive the
newsletter, although your National membership
does not cover the cost of the Magpiper so we’d
love for you to become a local member)

LOOK FOR BLUE MOUNTAIN AUDUBON
ON
FACEBOOK

BLUE MOUNTAIN AUDUBON
Ginger Shoemake, Editor, The Magpiper
PO BOX 1106-0022
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Non-Profit Organization
US Postage Paid
Permit 44
College Place, WA 99324
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Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
The Chapter’s objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of Southeastern Washington and
Northeastern Oregon with the goals to appreciate, preserve and enjoy birds, wildlife, and the natural environment of the
area. Education is a primary objective of Chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational
opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and to the
public. The Chapter meets the third Thursday, (September through May) at 7:00 p.m. in the Whitman College Science
Building. A newsletter, The Magpiper is published September through May and is free to members. Non-member
subscription fees are $25 annually. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at
www.blumtn.org

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a check in the amount
of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

