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Meeting

Board Meeting
September 14—7:00 p.m.

Membership Meeting: September 21—7:00 p.m.
Room 129 Olin Hall, Whitman College

PROGRAM: EXPLORING THE BRAZILIAN PANTANAL

Membership Meeting
September 21—7:00 p.m.
Whitman College

Larry Umthun is a wildlife photographer living in Richland,
WA who specializes in birds. For over 10 years, he has
documented his travels, photographing avian life along the
west coast, Florida, Texas and Costa Rica. His presentation in
September will be filled with stunning photos of birds and
other wildlife from Brazil’s Pantanal region, which he visited
recently. The Pantanal, in central Brazil, is a natural region
encompassing the world's largest tropical wetlands area. This
wetland ecosystem is thought to be home to 1000 bird species
and over 1200 other animals.

Field Trip
September 23—8:00 a.m.
Harper Joy Theatre Parking lot

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Amazon Kingfisher
President: unfilled
Vice President: Jeff Fredson
Secretary: Paul and Judy Treman
Treasurer: Jonathan Webster
Conservation: Chris Howard
Education: Kathy McConnell
Membership: Melissa Webster and
Holly Howard
Programs: Nancy Mitchell
Publicity: Jonathan Webster
Natural Area: Tom Land
Bluebird Trails: Tom Scribner
Adopt a Highway: Larry Boe
Webmaster: George Jameson
Facebook Admin: Judy Treman
Field Trips: Paul Treman
Magpiper Editor: Ginger Shoemake
Community Outreach: Mike Denny
Member at Large: Priscilla Dauble
Bird Sightings: Ginger Shoemake

From a list of nearly 250 target birds, some of the highlights of his excursion
include Toco Toucan, Hyacinth Macaw, Greater Rhea, Great Black Hawk, Jabiru,
Rufescent Tiger Heron and Sunbittern. Just as thrilling to see and photograph as the
exotic birds, are the Capybara, Giant Anteater, Southern Tamandua, Crab-eating
Fox and Jaguar - just a few of the weird and wonderful animals that inhabit the
Pantanal.

Field Trip
BIRDING THE GREAT RIVER BEND
Saturday, September 23, 2017—8:00 am to approximately 4:00 pm
Join Mike & MerryLynn Denny to explore the birds of the Columbia River from the
Walla Walla River Delta through Wallula Gap to McNary Dam. Stops along the
way include Warehouse Beach and Hat Rock State Park. We will look specifically
for waterfowl (which will be back in breeding plumage) and migrating passerines.
Come prepared for the weather and bring water, snacks, lunch, binoculars and a
friend or two. Wear your walking shoes as we will likely walk a couple of miles in
all. We will carpool. You do not have to be a member of Blue Mountain Audubon
to attend.

Website:
http://www.blumtn.org
Bird sightings:
housewren084@gmail.com
Contact BMAS:
Email: housewren084@gmail.com
Mail: PO Box 1106
Walla Walla, WA 99362

If you have a copy of “Where the Great River Bends” or can borrow a copy, it
would be helpful to read about the fascinating geography and history in the Wallula
Gap where the ice-age floods rushed through. Mike, along with Bob Carson and
others, co-authored this most interesting and informative book.
Meet at the Harper Joy Theater parking lot at Whitman College
If you have any questions about the field trip, contact Mike and MerryLynn at
m.denny@charter.net or 509-529-0080.
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The World Around Us

Bird of the Month

AMERICAN BLACK BEAR

AMERICAN ROBIN Turdus migratorius

Black bears are North America's most familiar and
common bears and are the smallest of the three bear
species found in North America. They typically live in
forests and are excellent tree climbers, but are also
found in mountains and swamps. Despite their name,
black bears can be blue-gray or blue-black, brown,
cinnamon, or even
(very rarely) white .
Cinnamon
colored
black bear on N. Fork
Coppei Creek.
Photo by Judy Treman
They have short, nonretractable claws that
give them an excellent tree-climbing ability. It is
estimated that there are at least 600,000 black bears in
North America. In the United States, there are estimated
to be over 300,000 individuals. They are distributed
throughout North America, from Canada to Mexico and
in at least 40 states in the U.S.
Most of their diet consists of grasses, roots, berries, and
insects. They will also eat fish and mammals—including
carrion—and easily develop a taste for human foods and
garbage. Bears who become habituated to human food at
campsites, cabins, or rural homes can become dangerous
and are often killed—thus the frequent reminder: Please
don't feed the bears!
Black bears are extremely adaptable and show a great
variation in habitat types, though they are primarily
found in forested areas with thick ground vegetation and
an abundance of fruits, nuts, and vegetation. In the
northern areas, they can be found on the tundra, and they
will sometimes forage in fields or meadows.
They tend to be solitary animals, with the exception of
mothers and cubs. The bears usually forage alone, but
will tolerate each other and forage in groups if there is
an abundance of food in one area.
Most black bears hibernate depending on local weather
conditions and availability of food during the winter
months. In regions where there is a consistent food
supply and warmer weather throughout the winter, bears
may not hibernate at all or do so for a very brief time.
Females give birth and usually remain denned
throughout the winter, but males and females without
young may leave their dens from time to time during
winter months. Cubs remain with the mother for a year
and a half or more, even though they are weaned at 6-8
months of age. Females only reproduce every second
year (or more). Should the young die for some reason,
the female may reproduce again after only one year.

Size: 10 inches
Description: Male has
grayish brown upperparts
with a orange breast ,
black head and white
markings around the
eyes. Females are paler
with grayish head.
Juveniles are heavily
spotted on the breast.
Female robin with worms
Photo by George Jameson

What’s the first bird you were able to identify? I
imagine many of you (me included) would say “robin”.
They are a common sight on lawns across North
America where they are often seen tugging earthworms
out of the ground. They are also found in large numbers
in the wilderness. Although they are considered
harbingers of spring, most robins south of the Canadian
border spent the whole year in their breeding range. In
the fall and winter they form large flocks and gather in
trees to roost or eat berries.
Robins eat both invertebrates and fruit. Studies have
shown they eat different types of food depending on the
time of day: more earthworms in the morning and more
fruit later in the day.
Females robins chose the nest site and build the nest
from the inside out, pressing dead grass and twigs into a
cup shape using the wrist of one wing. Once the cup is
formed, she reinforces the nest using soft mud gathered
from worm castings to make a heavy, sturdy nest. She
then lines the nest with fine dry grass. Females sleep at
their nests and males gather at roosts. As young robins
become independent, they join the males. Female adults
go to the roosts only after they have finished nesting.
Robins can produce three successful broods in one year.
On average though, only 40 percent of nests
successfully produce young and only 25 percent of those
fledged young survive to November. From that point
on, about half of the robins alive in any year will make it
to the next. Despite the fact that a lucky robin can live
to be 14 years old, the entire population turns over on
average every six years. Even considering this data,
their populations are stable or increasing throughout
their range over the last few decades. However, because
robins forage largely on lawns, they are vulnerable to
pesticide poisoning and can be an indicator of chemical
pollution.
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Summer News
NATURAL
AREA
Tom Land, Chris
Howard and George
Jameson built and
installed a new
bridge on one of the
trails in the Natural
Area in June. There
has also be ongoing
maintenance of the
trails to keep the
trails open. A big
thank you to all of
those who have
worked on this
project.
Tom standing on
completed bridge

HUMMINGBIRD BANDING
Hummingbirds were banded by Mark Myers and a
group from Woodland Park Zoo on 5/20-21, 2017 at
Teresa Larson’s house on Mill Creek
Here's the breakdown from the banding session.
All birds were aged as After Hatch Year (AHY=
hatched 2016 or earlier)
Newly banded:
Calliope (CAHU) 102 male: 90 female
Black-chinned (BCHU) 16 male: 14 female
Rufous (RUHU) 13 male: 4 female
Foreign recaptures:
BCHU/Male, band #J39417 was originally banded on
8/3/2014 as a AHY bird by Fred Bassett at 8855 Merrill
Rd, Emmet, IDAHO. Fred is one of the banders that
worked with us at Tom Lamb's home when we first
visited that site. He bands a lot of hummers in Idaho.
Pretty cool to have gotten one of his birds.
Total banded/recaptured = 240

Editorial
POO-POO
SCREENS
While camping at
Target Meadows
in June, we
watched this
Umatilla Forest
Service employee
install a poo-poo
screen on the
restroom across
from our campsite.
He also installed
one on each of the
other restrooms in
the campground.
Nice to see!

As you may be aware, Blue Mountain Audubon is
without a President as we start the new year. We have
a highly competent Board that continues to work for
the good of the Chapter, whether it be Kathy
McConnell and her work coordinating with Whitman
College on Science Nights in the grade schools and
other educational projects; Chris Howard with his
conservation efforts; Mike Denny and his involvement
in community outreach; Nancy Mitchell finding
outstanding programs for the membership each
month; Judy Treman and her diligent work on the
Facebook page, and all the others who do so much.
Look at the list of people on the front page of the
Magpiper who make up the Board of Directors, and
think about how each of them works to make Blue
Mountain Audubon a valued addition to our
community. But we still need a President to be the
person who coordinates and guides all of these efforts.
Please consider being that person. If you think this is
a way you can contribute, let anyone on the Board
know you are interested.
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Rempel Scholarship Essay
Erin Hennessey has
been chosen as this
year’s Rempel Scholar
by
the
Science
Department at Whitman
College. Here is the
essay she submitted
with her application.

species on the planet, many of which have existed
longer than us. Each of these organisms is unique, with a
unique method of surviving on Earth. To add a layer of
complexity, each organism interacts in different ways
with the others around it. This is an astounding concept
to comprehend. What Scott and many biologists like
him do is not trivial; they provide information that,
cumulatively, will bring us closer to understanding
Earth’s complexity.

It may appear that the age of the naturalist has died.
Forays into the wilderness solely to watch and to learn
are going the way of the dodo, due to less interest and
even less funding. Young biologists learn that health
sciences, molecular biology, and biochemistry are the
bright, fast-growing future of science. And they aren’t
deceived. Medical science and human-centric biology
are hives of research, receiving the lion’s share of the
federal budget’s allocation for science. Humans are
reaping the benefits of new treatments for diseases,
hardier, insect-resistant plants, and a better
understanding of viruses and pathogens. So how, then,
can we explain that some biologists still trek for days
just to observe an owl?

Still, natural history is often critiqued for the
unimportance of its subjects of study. For example, I
once spent a summer examining the reproduction of a
hermaphroditic limpet. When I explain my research to
non-biologists, I frequently receive a reaction of baffled
amusement. Their question, though usually framed more
tactfully, is “Who cares?” This, I think, is one of the
most important reasons for the existence of natural
historians. If the great majority of the public cares very
little for the mating strategies of limpets (and I think that
is a safe assumption), then who will notice if they
change? The environmental shifts that are affecting us
are affecting smaller organisms, too, and often to a
greater degree. We cannot hope to understand drought,
storms, heat, and cold - factors that affect the human
race immensely - without understanding their effect on
our entire environment. We don’t have a prayer of
understanding our genetics without investigating the
organisms that share it. And we will never understand
our own evolution without looking at the organisms we
evolved with.

Although household-name naturalists like Audubon and
Muir have passed on, the tradition of natural history and
its practice in biology persists. I’ve been lucky enough
to encounter several biologists who are really just
naturalists in disguise. Let me briefly tell you about a
man who has dedicated his life to spotted owls. Scott
Gremel was my supervisor the formative summer I spent
as an Owl Crew biotech, working for the Olympic
National Park. He has dedicated the last 15 years of his
life to studying the park’s Strix occidentalis population.
A biologist might understand his dedication, but to the
vast majority of the public, searching for owls does not
make one a valuable member of society. True, his
research is not going to result in a new cancer treatment.
What it will do, however, is inform our understanding of
the world around us.

Natural historians bridge that perceived gap between
humans and the natural world. They are the willing few
who observe a creature or an ecosystem for days, weeks,
and years, just to gain a little insight into how and why it
works. In my experience, most field biologists don’t see
their work as a choice; it’s more as if they know no
other way of being. They view the world in terms of
processes and interdependencies and see humans as
competitors in that network, not its center. While it is
necessary be able to illustrate the importance of natural
history as it relates to human society, there is another
reason it matters. It matters because each organism
matters, not in its ability to be converted into money or
prestige, but because of its unique intricacies and
contributions to our shared environment. And to a
naturalist, that’s what is most important.

Technology is allowing us to see things we could have
only imagined fifty years ago. We can sequence entire
genomes and determine the 3-D atomic structure of a
protein. But predominantly, this work is focused on
humans; it largely ignores the 8.7 million-odd other
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Events
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge Turns 109!
By Friends of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge
On August 18, 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt
signed an executive order establishing the "Lake
Malheur Reservation" in southeast Oregon. The
reservation set aside more than 80,000 acres of land
surrounding Mud, Harney and Malheur Lakes "as a
preserve and breeding ground for native birds." It was
the 19th wildlife refuge established by President
Roosevelt; he would establish 51 in all during his
presidency. This was the third refuge in Oregon at the
time, and one of only six refuges west of the
Mississippi. In 1935 the reserve became known as
Malheur Migratory Bird Refuge, and would eventually
grow to encompass 187,756 acres. Today, the National
Wildlife Refuge System comprises more than 562
refuges and 38 wetland management districts across the
country, totaling 150,000,000 acres of public land
designated as wildlife habitat.
With the armed hostage-taking of Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge in early 2016, and the current threat of
a border wall that will bisect the Santa Ana National
Wildlife Refuge in Texas, our nation's refuges have been
thrust into the spotlight. It's apparent that few are aware
of the incredible benefits wildlife refuges provide to
communities and the local economy. For every $1
Congress appropriates to run the Refuge System, nearly
$5 is returned to local economies in jobs, sales, income
and tax revenue - and that's on average. In many areas,
wildlife refuges provide an even greater boost to the
economy. Malheur is one such economic engine,
returning over $7 for every $1 appropriated by
Congress. Ironically, in spite of their economic value,
our refuges are tragically underfunded and understaffed
because of actions by our elected representatives.
Last year's illegal occupation at Malheur kept refuge
employees from doing their jobs, damaged refuge
grounds and facilities, insulted and distressed the
Wadatika Burns Paiute Tribe, and caused much
emotional stress in the local and national community. Its
repercussions still echo across our region. But incidents
such as the occupation are far from the only threat
facing our nation's refuges, and public lands in general.
A White House administration that flouts environmental
laws to raise border walls and enacts policies that ignore
climate science undermines the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's ability to fulfill its mission: "Working with
others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish and
wildlife and their habitats for the continuing benefit of
the American people."
On this 109th birthday of Malheur, please stand with
Friends of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge to show
your solidarity with our refuge, the National Wildlife
Refuge System, public lands, and conservation efforts
across the country.
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Musings

by Chris Howard
Summer Heat

When summer temperatures become almost unbearably hot
and the air too smoky to breathe, it is a thankful relief to
escape to a cool, fresh mountain get-away…if only for a day
or two. Stepping out of our cabin, just as the sun was rising
over the nearby pine covered mountain ridge, I was stopped
in my tracks by the beauty of the awakening day. The tip of
every pine needle sparkled with an iridescent glimmering
dewdrop. The multitude of meadow grasses and flowers
waved gently in the cool mountain air, coated with a shiny,
dew covered sheen. An effervescent mist rose up from the
fog-filled valley far below carrying drifting specters that
gradually evaporated in the warming sun just as they
reached our level. Jays, woodpeckers, nuthatches and
chickadees chittered and flittered amongst the pine
branches establishing a pecking order for their turn at the
tantalizing suet feeder. Hummingbirds zipped through the
clear mountain air chasing each other around the feeder.
Each day in the mountains, whether in a cabin or camping in
a tent can be a day of respite from the stifling heat of a
hot summer day.
When unable to escape to the mountains, my favorite
nearby natural respite is a walk along the creek just as the
sun is retreating behind the streamside cottonwood trees.
Early this summer I was able to spot one of my favorite
birds, a Black-crowned Night-heron crouched motionless on
a water covered weir staring intently with its bright red
eye at the water moving below it. These birds are the
perfect example of patience and concentration. At times, I
have waited and waited for the heron to make a stab into
the water with its strong,
sharply pointed bill only to
be outlasted by the heron
as darkness settled in. The
Black-crowned Night-heron
is an opportunistic feeder
with a diet that includes
small fish, crayfish, frogs,
rodents, lizards, snakes and
other birds.
Photo by Rodger Shoemake
On that very same evening, I was lucky enough to spot a
luxuriantly furred chocolate- brown mink diving up and
down in a pool not far below the crouching Black-crowned
Night-heron. I imagine that the mink was searching for an
evening meal of fish or crayfish or perhaps both. After
swimming in the pool for a while, it hopped on the shore and
scrambled along on the rocks going in and out of holes until
it disappeared in some stream-side bushes.
Walking back to the car, I came upon yet another gift of
nature. Above the rocks close to the dirt road was a
widespread patch of lavender colored phlox, their pale
color shone iridescently in the darkening, end of the day
light. Hovering, and darting from one flower to the next
were a multitude of Sphinx Moths also known a
Hummingbird Moths. They are almost the size of Calliope
hummingbirds with a very long proboscis. I had never seen
as many of these large evening moths anywhere before.
Even on hot summer evenings, there are wonders to be
found in nature.
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SUMMER FIELD TRIPS
FOSTER ROAD—June 3

WILDFLOWERS IN THE BLUES—June 17
Jeff and Cheryl Fredson shared their vast
knowledge of the wildflowers in the Blue
Mountains with 10 eager learners on June 17. Our
first stop was Jeff’s property on Weston Mountain
where we saw a variety of orchids and other plants.
Mountain lady slipper

Twelve people joined Rodger and Ginger
Shoemake for a leisurely walk along Foster Road
on June 3.
Rufous hummingbirds were
dazzling with their bright
iridescent orange/red coloring in
the morning sunlight as shown
here by Paul Treman’s photo.

Stripped coral
root, phantom
orchid
We then explored several sites along Summit Road.
The spectacular field of mules ears and lunch
overlooking the Umatilla drainage were hard to
beat.

Several Yellow-breasted chats
entertained us with their
assortment of calls, and gray
catbirds chortled from the
bushes. There seemed to be
more of both of these species that usual.
Another very vocal species was the willow
flycatcher photographed hereby Judy Treman.

It was fun morning of birding with a great group of
enthusiastic birders.
Thank you Jeff and Cheryl for a beautiful trip!
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
Wow, what a summer we had. Multiple days with
100 degrees plus, no rain, smoky skies and more.
Through all of that the birds survived! They built
their nests, incubated their eggs and took care of
their young. It was a successful nesting season in
the Walla Walla Valley, and now it’s time for many
of the summer residents to begin to head south to
warmer climes for the winter.
Shorebird migration began in late July and is in full
swing. MerryLynn Denny has birded the county
almost every day this summer and has documented
her finds on eBird. If you want to see what birds
were here this summer, you should go to the
internet and check it out. Just go to ebird.org click
on Explore Data and type in Walla Walla,
Washington. You’ll be amazed! Thank you
MerryLynn for documenting the birds in our
county.
On August 12 she recorded the following
shorebirds at Tyson Ponds: 7 black-necked stilts, a
American avocet, 2 semipalmated plovers,
14 killdeer, 4 stilt sandpipers, 5 Baird’s
sandpipers, 6 least sandpipers, a semipalmated
sandpiper, 44 western sandpipers, 34 long-billed
dowitchers, a Wilson’s snipe, 2 red-necked
phalaropes, 8 spotted sandpipers, a solitary
sandpiper, 3 greater yellowlegs and 5 lesser
yellowlegs. WOW!!!
Four of us walked Bennington Lake on August 15.
It was nice to have cooler weather, and no smoke!
Western wood peewees were perched in the tops
of trees all along the trail announcing themselves
with their distinctive call.
There were also a
good
number
of
yellow warblers still
around
and
Paul
Treman was lucky to
have one sit still long
enough for a nice
photo.
Swallows
darted across the lake
snagging bugs as they
flew.
One osprey
missing a flight feather
soared above and there
was a yellow-breasted
chat in the canal. We
all got excited when two lesser yellowlegs flew in
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to the water’s edge where they foraged until a dog
chased them away. Bull frogs plopped into the
water as we walked by the edge—time for the
herons and egrets to come enjoy a tasty meal!
Pam Fisher had a western tanager in her yard on
August 19. Looks like they are on the move. More
signs that fall migration is under way.
I birded Rooks Park the afternoon of August 21, not
expecting to see much in the middle of the day.
The park was quiet except for a few robins,
western wood peewees, goldfinches and quail.
However, Mill Creek was busy. There were
mallards, killdeer and spotted sandpipers on the
water as well as a great blue heron and an
immature black-crowned night heron.
Two
kingfishers were dive bombing into the slime on
the little pond, at least 30 Vaux’s swifts swirled
overhead, cedar waxwings darted around, a kestrel
flew down the creek and a eastern kingbird flew
by.
Rodger and I drove the Jasper Mountain/Lewis
Peak loop on August 26. It was very dry and dusty,
but you still have to be awed by the scenery from
the top. Birds were sparse, but highlights included
watching three kestrels swirling over the road.
One had a mouse and didn’t seem to want to share.
There were several Savannah sparrows and many
chipping sparrows along with a hairy
woodpecker and a Hammond’s flycatcher.
September is when many of the summer birds
migrate through on their way to their wintering
grounds. Don’t forget to look for Swainson’s
hawks gathering in the fields south of here. Frog
Hollow Road and McDonald Road are great places
to search. Check the trees and shrubs in your yards
and riparian areas for warblers and flycatchers. Our
summer hummingbirds will be leaving in early
September, but keep an eye out for Anna’s
hummingbirds. They start to show up now, so you
may want to keep your feeder filled for them.
Keep your eyes open and let me know what you are
seeing. housewren084@gmail.com
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Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
The Chapter’s objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of Southeastern Washington and
Northeastern Oregon with the goals to appreciate, preserve and enjoy birds, wildlife, and the natural environment of the
area. Education is a primary objective of Chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational
opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and to the
public. The Chapter meets the third Thursday, (September through May) at 7:00 p.m. in the Whitman College Science
Building. A newsletter, The Magpiper is published September through May and is free to members. Non-member
subscription fees are $25 annually. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at
www.blumtn.org
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