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Membership Meeting: May 18—7:00 p.m.
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PROGRAM: THE BEAVER BELIEVERS
Sarah Koenigsberg is a filmmaker and photographer whose
work explores issue of art, environment, and community in
the Interior West.
Her upcoming film, The Beaver
Believers, celebrates the vision, energy, and dedication of a
handful of scientists and activists who share a passion for
restoring the North American Beaver, Castor canadensis, to
much of its former habitat and range. As a side project, she
worked with one of her main characters, biologist Kent
Woodruff of the Methow Beaver Project, and the Methow
Salmon Recovery Foundation, to dive deeper into the emerging field of Climate
Adaptation. Called the “10 Decades Project,” this effort specifically challenges
land managers and activists to shift their conceptual framework to more
intentionally address the unavoidable impacts of climate change, becoming
proactive rather than reactive in their management strategies. Using the Methow
Beaver Project as successful and heartwarming case study, the resultant 25-minute
film “One Stick at a Time” illustrates that by embracing this new lens of adaptation
there is much that we can do to not just survive - but thrive - in our changing world.

Field Trip
BLUEBIRDS IN THE BLUES
Saturday, May 6 – 8:00 a.m.
Join Tom Scribner as we explore the foothills of the Blue
Mountains east of Walla Walla looking for Mountain and
Western Bluebirds. While traveling in this beautiful
country we will check on a few of the approximately 500
bluebird boxes that Tom and his father placed in the
Blues to see if any need to be repaired or replaced. We
will also look for locations for the installation of new
boxes.
This is a trip not to be missed. The scenery is spectacular and we always enjoy
seeing a variety of birds and wildflowers. Our target areas to visit are forest
woodlands smattered with open grasslands that provide the preferred habitat for
both Western and Mountain Bluebirds.
Bring a lunch, your binoculars, your camera and a friend or two for this all-day trip.
We will be driving on both paved and good gravel roads. Meet at the Harper Joy
Theater parking lot and we will carpool. If you have any questions, e-mail Tom at
tomscribner1947@gmail.com
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June Field Trips

Notes From the Board

SUMMER BIRDS
Saturday, June 3—7:30 a.m.

Conservation Committee:
• Efforts are being explored to save a bank swallow
nesting sight on Campbell Road west of College
Place. The landowner is considering removal of the
bank.
• Chris Howard sent a letter to the Corp of Engineers
regarding the great blue heron rookery along the
Mill Creek levy. He was assured that removal of
roots along creek in that area will not take place
until late summer after heron nesting is complete.
• The Committee will advocate on environmental
issues on both national and local levels by phone
and then by email as issues come up.

Join Rodger and Ginger Shoemake
as they take a leisurely walk along
Foster Road and Seamon Road
looking and listening for summer
migrants. By this time all the
summer nesting birds should be
back.
We will be looking for yellowbreasted chats, yellow warblers,
flycatchers, Bullock’s orioles,
hummingbirds, veerys, black-headed grosbeaks, house
wrens and more. Early morning is the best time to see
and hear the birds so we need to get an early start.

Natural Area:
• A new map of the area is complete and is on the
BMAS website. You can download the map and
zoom in or out on your phone as you walk the trails.

This will be a half-day trip and will involve some
walking so dress accordingly. Bring water, a snack and a
friend or two. Meet at Harper Joy Theatre.

WILDFLOWERS IN THE BLUES
Saturday, June 17 – 8:00 a.m.
It’s time again to join Jeff and Cheryl Fredson for a trip
to the Tollgate area of the Blue
Mountains to look for wildflowers.
We will start at their place on
Weston Mountain. Last year we
saw over 100 species of
wildflowers at Summit Road,
Target Meadows, Bald Mountain
and other locations including
phantom orchids, elephant heads,
several varieties of lupine and
more.
If you love wildflowers and
mountain-fresh air, this is a
field trip you do not want to
miss. It will be an all-day
trip and we will be doing
some walking. Check the
weather forecast and dress
accordingly. Don’t forget to
bring food, plenty of water,
your binoculars, field guides
and a friend or two.
Meet at Harper Joy Theater parking lot and plan to car
pool. If you have questions, email Cheryl at
wallagirl14@gmail.com.
Photo credits:
Yellow-breasted chat: Rodger Shoemake
Coral root: Judy Treman
Pussy toes: Judy Treman

•

•

Work party will be held April 18 for maintenance.
Hemlock is starting to grow at rapid rate and needs
to kept in check.
Rail fence along parking lot will be repaired by
using broken pieces from east of the parking lot.

Bluebird Boxes
• Boxes on Jasper Mountain Road have been cleaned
out and repaired
• Additional boxes will be installed and repaired in
the next month.
Education
• Kathy McConnell and Whitman College are
finishing up another very successful year of Science
Nights at the elementary schools.
• Kathy is working with the Children's Museum for
three pre-school bird walks in the local area.
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What’s Happening Around Us
CORNELL LAB WEBCAMS

NATIONAL AUDUBON ALERTS

As the breeding season nears, additional webcams on
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology website have been
activated. Two cams online all year long are the Pond
cam and the Cornell Feeders. The Ontario Feeders cam
is still active and provides glimpses of eastern bird
species like Blue Jay and Northern Cardinal. On the
Red-tailed Hawks cam Ezra and Big Red are
refurbishing their nest. The Savannah Great Horned
Owl nest has been taken over by a pair of Osprey. A
short-term cam currently active is Lance-tailed
Manakins in Panama. If the birds are not active on the
live feed, check out video clips posted below the cam.
The Albatross cam shows Laysan Albatross chick
Kalama on Kauai, and Cahow cam is located in the
burrow of an endangered Bermuda Cahow (petrel)
chick. A Barred Owl nest box in Indiana has three
young chicks and soon the California Condor webcam
from California will be up and running. The latest cam
to be activated is the Hummingbird cam from Texas.

While Blue Mountain Audubon mainly focuses on
environmental and conservation issues close to home,
we also need to be aware of dangers on a national level.
National Audubon recently identified three areas where
we need to be especially diligent.

If it’s rainy and cold here, you can still enjoy the birds
by watching the Cornell cams! You’ll find all these
webcams at cams.allaboutbirds.org

ADOPT A HIGHWAY PROGRAM

Endangered Species Act in Trouble
Congress is moving quickly to gut the Endangered
Species Act, America’s strongest and most important
law for protecting wildlife. The Endangered Species Act
has a proven track record of success in providing a
safety net that protects our most vulnerable wildlife. It
has prevented 99 percent of the species under its care
from going extinct, including America's symbol, the
Bald Eagle. We should allow this critical law to
continue to protect wildlife for future generations, not
undermine it.
Protect Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
Every year, countless numbers of birds hatched in the
vibrant tundra and wetlands of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge migrate across each of the 50 states to
their wintering grounds. The astonishing habitat of the
Arctic Refuge supports nesting birds such as Tundra
Swans, Sandhill Cranes, Snowy Owls, Golden Eagles, a
multitude of songbirds, and more. The biological heart
of the Refuge—and vital nesting ground for these
birds—is a 1.5-million-acre region between the Arctic
Ocean and the mountains, known as the coastal plain.
But efforts in Congress are underway to open this area
to drilling, which would cause irreparable harm to birds.
Crippling Budget Cuts Endanger Birds
America has a proud conservation legacy. Our nation’s
conservation programs greatly benefit birds and other
wildlife, and all Americans. But the Administration has
just proposed a budget that could cripple or end the
critical programs that protect habitat for birds and
restore treasured ecosystems such as the Great Lakes,
Gulf of Mexico, Colorado River, and the Everglades.

On Saturday April 15, fifteen people picked up trash
along the section of highway that Blue Mountain
Audubon has adopted. Larry Bow has recently accepted
the responsibility to oversee and coordinate the cleanup
effort.
It took about an hour and a half to finish the task and a
good time was had by all in the beautiful sunshine. It
was a great way to volunteer and start the Easter
Holiday Weekend.

Please ask your members of Congress to uphold and
support America's important environmental and
conservation programs.

REMEMBER THERE IS NO PLANET B, SO
WE NEED TO MAKE SURE WE SAVE THE
ONE WE HAVE!
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Natural World

Bird of the Month

STRIPED SKUNK Mephitis mephitis

LAZULI BUNTING Passerina amoena
Size: 5.5 inches
Description: Small finch like
bird, stocky with cone-shaped
bill and notched tail. Males are
brilliant blue above with
pumpkin-colored breast, white
belly and white wing bars.
Female are warm grayish brown
above with a tawny breast.
Photo by George Jameson

There are 12 species of skunks, but the one you are most
likely to see is the striped skunk. They flourish across
the United States at average densities of 5 to 13 animals
per square mile, and have adapted to habitats from
wilderness and farmland to industrial parks and housing
developments.
They have black fur and a white stripe that is basically a
single line from the tail base which then divides into two
lines at the back’s sides and then ends with a triangle at
the head. Their head is small with a pointed nose and a
white stripe down the nose. Their average weight is
about 8 pounds and their average life span in the wild is
about three years.
Striped skunks are omnivores and enjoy eating a variety
of insects, snails, frogs, rodents, bird eggs, grains and
fruit. They are opportunistic so they will eat anything
they can find in a given location. They actually are
natural pest-control heroes because they feast on a
variety of garden pests during the growing season.
Mating for skunks occurs from February to April. The
males go outside their territory to find as many females
to mate with as possible. However, the female will only
mate with one male per season. Litter size is between 4
to 8. The young skunks can’t do much for the first 3
weeks until their eyes open, but their ability to release
scent is there when they are just a few days old.
However, skunks don’t spray unless they absolutely
have to.
Striped skunks are nocturnal mammals that sleep during
the day in burrows that are either other animals’
deserted den, or a hole under a building, tree or boulder.
To help avoid skunk encounters here are some tips:
Screen openings to crawl spaces and keep garages
and sheds closed at night
• Keep pet food and garbage secured
• Keep pets indoors between dusk and dawn
•

Lazuli buntings are one of the prettiest summer migrants
that nest here. They breed on brushy hillsides, areas
near streams, wooded valleys, thickets and hedges along
agricultural areas. The female builds a cup shaped nest
of bark and leaves woven together with spiderwebs or
silk from tent caterpillars. The nest is typically in a
shrub within 3 feet of the ground and often near the edge
of the shrub. Clutch size is 3-4 eggs, incubation is 9-11
days and nesting time is 9-11 days. The female may
have one or two broods a season.
During breeding season, males tend to be quite vocal
and defensive of their territories and can be found high
on a shrub. They are easier to hear in May and June, but
are still fairly visible throughout the summer. Each
male lazuli bunting sings a unique combination of notes.
Yearling males generally arrive on the breeding grounds
without a song of their own. Shortly after arriving they
create their own song by rearranging and combining
songs of several neighboring males. The song they put
together is theirs for life. When young males copy
older, nearby males, they create a kind of “song
neighborhood” where songs from a particular area all
sound similar. Males from the same neighborhood learn
to recognize and tolerate each other. They respond more
aggressively to unfamiliar songs that come from outside
their neighborhood.
Their diet consists of caterpillars, spiders, grasshoppers,
beetles, butterflies and other insects that they pick from
leaves and grasses. They also eat berries and seeds.
When lazuli bunting first arrive the often frequent bird
feeders, especially ones that offer white millet,
sunflower seeds or thistle seed. Be on the lookout for
them in your yards by early May as they move through
to their breeding grounds along the many creeks in our
area.
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Migration

Musings

April brought many migrants to the area, and the rest
should arrive in May. Here are the birds to look for in
May.
Blue-winged teal
Long-billed dowitcher
Wilson’s phalarope
Franklin’s gull
Forster’s tern
Lewis’s woodpecker
Western wood peewee
Dusky flycatcher
Warbling vireo
MacGillivray's warbler
Yellow-breasted chat
Western tanager
Lark sparrow
Black-headed grosbeak
Lazuli bunting
Common nighthawk
Olive-sided flycatcher
Willow flycatcher
Eastern kingbird
Veery
Swainson’s thrush
Gray catbird
Green-tailed towhee
Western tanager
Photo by George Jameson

Lark sparrow
Photo by George
Jameson

Black-headed grosbeak
Photo by Rodger Shoemake

by Chris Howard

Homage to the Yellow-breasted Chat
The month of May is my favorite time of year.
The mountainsides are still green and the
weather is warm but generally not too hot. The
bird migration is in full swing bringing to our
area many beautiful short term Spring/Summer
residents. The bird I most look forward to
seeing each Spring is the Yellow Breasted Chat.
The Chat is considered one of the most unusual
examples of the Parulidae Family, commonly
known as the wood-warbler family. It is larger
than any other wood-warbler species, with
unmistakable, bright yellow chest plumage, a
white eye stripe and a stout tanager like bill.
The first indicator of the Chat’s return to an
area is its extremely varied song. The song
consists of a low liquid note or harsh, rasping
quality of toop-toop-toop; chook; terp; jedek;
chrrr chrrr chrrr chrrr often repeated from a
spot hidden in deep foliage….although sometimes
it provides its whole repertoire from a totally
exposed perch. At times the song includes
mimicry of other species and even mechanical
sounds such as woodpecker drumming.
Occasionally I have been lucky enough to see the
Chat’s in-flight territorial display in which casts
itself off a high limb and flutters its wings
rapidly while falling through space.
I often wonder what the birds and animals are
thinking about when we are slowly walking
through an area looking for them. Do they have
a life list of the different types of humans they
have spotted during their distant travels? Some
birds, like the Robin or the Black Headed
Grosbeak seem to enjoy performing in front of a
human audience. Other birds, like the Spotted
Towhee or Bewick’s Wren, when feeling shy,
seem to indicate awareness of our presence by
immediate silence or a quick move to a hidden
spot in the back of a bush, where they seem to
become instantly invisible in the lush green
foliage. Are they listening to our human
whisperings or chatter? Just this week I was
walking with a fellow birdwatcher and I was
describing to her the in-flight territorial display
of the Chat, when all of a sudden a Chat, which
we had no idea was present, jumped out of tree
right next to us and did the audacious display. I
am sure that the Chat was listening to us and
just felt compelled to provide a live
demonstration to prove how multi-talented it is.
I, for one, will never tire of walking the trails in
Chat territory being summoned by its unique and
magical song.
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
The birds are back! On March 31, Mike and MerryLynn
found 3 American avocets at the Walla Walla River
Delta.
The bluebirds are also back. Both mountain bluebirds
and western bluebirds were seen the first week of April
at boxes on Jasper Mountain Road and Lewis Peak
Road, and also on Biscuit Ridge Road.
Mike and MerryLynn found many Cassin’s finches and
red crossbills on Jasper Mountain Road on April 1.
They also found a red-naped sapsucker and heard a
pair of great gray owls.
Jene Hall watched a red-breasted nuthatch at her suet
feeder on April 3. It was the first one she had seen there
for several months.
Mike and MerryLynn founds some nice birds at the
Delta on April 4 including a large number of dunlin, a
mew gull, 6 Caspian terns and a long-billed curlew.
There were 5 black-necked stilts at the junction pond.
There were a lot more birds on the Tuesday Bennington
Lake walk on April 11. Of note were a female calliope
hummingbird, several singing house wrens, a great
egret, two American avocets, a greater yellowlegs, a
yellow-rumped warbler and cliff swallows gathering
mud to build their houses on the concrete structure in the
lake. The lake was being filled and there were a nice
variety of waterfowl including a pair of cinnamon teal.

On April 14, Harold Kehney sent this photo of about 30
American goldfinches outside his kitchen window on
Mill Creek. They were under the niger feeder where the
deer had spilled the seed during the night.
Our son Steve has killdeer that nest in his driveway
every year. Sometimes they pick a site right in the way
of the vehicles and they spend a lot of time keeping
humans away. However, this year they have hatched
their first brood by the brush pile so are being more
tolerant of humans (they fledged the next week). They
are early this year, so probably will nest again later in
the summer. Here is a photo of the nest.

Last spring when we moved into
our new home on Yellowhawk
Creek, we were serenaded every
day by a meadowlark. Now the
field where it nested has been dug
up
for
a
new
housing
development.
There are still
plenty of bird sounds in our yard,
but I really miss its song.
Wally Tomlinson saw a downy woodpecker, western
meadowlarks, Eurasian collared doves and American
goldfinches at his farm on April 11. Then he drove
down to the Walla Walla River Delta where he was
excited to see a pair of American avocets.
Mike and MerryLynn found a first of the year Nashville
warbler at Rooks Park on April 13. They also saw a
pileated woodpecker and numerous lesser goldfinches.
On April 13, Christopher Lindsey found the first Vaux's
swifts of the year on the Walla Walla University
campus.

Mike and MerryLynn birded the Millet ponds along
Northshore Road on April 16. The ponds are flooded
and there is a lot of water so there were a lot of birds!
They found 53 species including 2 western kingbirds, a
horned grebe in breeding plumage, 5 long-billed
curlews, a vesper sparrow, a Cassin’s vireo, a pair of
bald eagles on a nest and a sora.
Jim and Sue Parrish drove up Jasper Mountain Road on
April 16 and found some nice mountain birds including
mountain chickadees, chestnut-backed chickadees,
red-breasted
nuthatches, chipping
sparrows,
Cassin’s finches and a Savannah sparrow.
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After leaving the Millet ponds on April 16, Mike and
MerryLynn drove up Hatch Grade where they found and
photographed a beautiful loggerhead shrike.
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Thirty people enjoyed a leisurely stroll along Dayton’s
river walk on the April 22 Field Trip led by Kathy
McConnell and Linda Hanson and coordinated with the
Dayton Public Library. It was a beautiful day and a nice
chance to see a new area and meet some new birding
friends. Ospreys entertained us all up and down the
trail and the cliffs were swarming with violet green
swallows. A pileated woodpecker and a belted
kingfisher were special treats as was a tiny goldencrowned kinglet. We saw a total of 24 species. Bob
Hanson was able to get a photo of most of the group.

Behind the shrike, moving up the side of the hill was a
huge herdof elk!

On April 17, MerryLynn reported a Brewer’s sparrow
in her yard. It stayed near the brush pile for most of the
day. A birder who studies these birds described it very
well when he said “the field mark of a Brewer’s sparrow
is the absence of field marks”.
Tuesday morning April 18 was a rain-out for
Bennington Lake, so Chris Howard and I checked out
Mill Creek behind K-Mart. We found the usual canada
geese and mallards and then saw four Wilson’s snipe
in the weeds along the near shore. I went back up to
Bennington Lake in the afternoon. The house wrens
and Bewick’s wrens were singing as well as a rubycrowned kinglet. An unexpected turkey vulture flew
over being harassed by one of the red-tailed hawks as it
flew a little too close to the hawk’s nest.
On April 18, Pam Fisher reported that the Vaux’s swifts
had returned to their roost on 8th Street in College
Place.
Mike and MerryLynn found a lot of birds at Two Rivers
HMU on April 19. The trick is getting to the spot where
the birds are. You have to make your way through very
tall grass and be willing to get attacked by ticks! They
found a long-tailed duck, 2 white-winged scoters, 34
red-breasted mergansers, 7 common loons, over 100
dunlin and 3 Bonaparte’s gulls along with many birds
for a total of 51 species!
A group went up Jasper Mountain Road on April 19 in
search of mountain birds. They found a life bird for
Melissa Cummins—a great gray owl. They also saw a
common poorwill—very rare for Walla Walla County.

Pam Fisher drove up
Jasper Mountain Road
on April 24 and found
some very nice birds
including western and
mountain bluebirds,
Cassin’s
finches,
chipping
sparrows,
Steller’s jays and red
-naped
sapsuckers.
Here is a photo of one
of the sapsuckers.
This is the last issue of the Magpiper until September,
but it is just the beginning of great birding in the Walla
Walla Valley. I hope you will all get out there and see
some of the wonderful birds we have here. Have a
wonderful summer, and good birding!
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Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
The Chapter’s objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of Southeastern Washington and
Northeastern Oregon with the goals to appreciate, preserve and enjoy birds, wildlife, and the natural environment of the
area. Education is a primary objective of Chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational
opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and to the
public. The Chapter meets the third Thursday, (September through May) at 7:00 p.m. in the Whitman College Science
Building. A newsletter, The Magpiper is published September through May and is free to members. Non-member
subscription fees are $25 annually. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at
www.blumtn.org
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