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Over the past four years McNary National Wildlife Refuge has been pursuing
habitat improvement on its wetlands and riparian areas. Lamont Glass, Refuge
Manager, will be looking at the habitats that were degraded and what kinds of
management activities the Refuge has done to rehabilitate and restore these
lands. He will also be looking at some of the early returns from survey and
monitoring work and see some of the early trends in response to these activities.
Lamont Glass has been the
Refuge Manager for McNary,
Umatilla, Cold Springs, and
McKay National Wildlife
Refuges since 2009. Prior to
this latest position he spent
two years assisting with the
management
of
Hanford
Reach National Monument
and Conboy Lake National
Wildlife Refuge and 6 years as
the Wildlife Biologist for
Seedskadee NWR in Wyoming. Lamont earned his B.S. in Wildlife Management
and M.S. in Ecosystems Analysis from the University of Washington and has spent
much of his professional career involved in riparian restoration.

Field Trip
BIRDS AT McNARY NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Saturday, March 25—9:00 a.m.
Join Rodger and Ginger Shoemake as we spend some time looking at a variety of
ducks and geese that can be found at McNary NWR Headquarters. It was a long
winter and the ponds have been frozen for several months so this should be a great
opportunity to see the birds up close, especially from the blind. We will also drive
to some of the other locations on the refuge to see what we can find. On the way to
the refuge we will look for curlews, rock wrens, swallows and other early migrants.
Weather permitting, we will have lunch at the picnic tables at Headquarters and
should be back in Walla Walla by mid afternoon. Bring binoculars, scopes if you
have them, and a field guide—it’s always handy to have one along when looking at
ducks!
Meet at Harper Joy Theatre parking lot and plan to carpool. Bring two-way radios
if you have them so we can communicate in-route. If you have questions email
Ginger at housewren084@gmail.com
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Events
Othello Sandhill Crane Festival
March 24-26

Yakima River Canyon Bird Fest
May 12-14, 2017

The annual festival marking the return of Sandhill
cranes to the Columbia Basin will celebrate its 20th
anniversary in 2017.

Come bird with Kittitas Environmental Education
Network ( KEEN) for 3-days during the second
weekend of May and discover the natural beauty of
Central Washington State! Kittitas County features
diverse and spectacular habitats ranging from snowcapped mountains, thousands of acres of public forest,
lush riparian corridors and endangered shrub-steppe
open space. The Yakima River Canyon is an Audubon
Important Bird Area (IBA) with some of the highest
densities of passerines and birds of prey in the State,
some of them obligates to the shrub-steppe habitat.

The Friday evening speaker is a returning favorite Nick Zentner from Central Washington University,
famous for his "2 Minute Geology" videos. He will be
discussing Washington geology. Saturday afternoon,
award-winning photographer and auther, Paul Bannick
is presenting his new book "Owl: A Year in the Lives of
North American Owls". Saturday's keynote banquet
speaker is Dr. Gary Ivey of the International Crane
Foundation, speaking on "Cranes are People Too!"
It may be 20 years for the festival, but this year's focus
is on the next generation of birders. Cartoonist Jimmye
Turner will be on hand to entertain kids with his wildlife
caricatures. Kids can participate in face painting, crafts
and games, all culminating in prizes for taking part.
Of course, the highlight of the three-day festival are the
tours - Sandhill cranes, boat tour, geology, Columbia
National Wildlife Refuge, and many others. As popular
as the tours are, however, there are a lot of other things
to do. As always, on Saturday the festival features local
experts discussing everything from drone use in
agriculture to area reptiles to growing mushrooms. The
Washington State University Raptor Club is bringing
their hawks, owls, eagles, and falcons. Local artisans
will be there with their crafts, and other exhibitors will
be on hand to share Washington's natural heritage.
For more information visit the festival website:
othellosandhillcranefestival.org

The Yakima River Canyon Bird Fest will offer expertled field trips, vendors, extended field trips, lectures and
keynote speakers, social events and music, and a
plethora of bird watching during early spring! Yakima
River Canyon Bird Fest will run concurrently with
KEEN’s 18th Annual Get Intimate with the ShrubSteppe event. Running these two events concurrently
will allow birders the opportunity to learn about
wildflowers, geology, keystone species like Bighorn
sheep and endangered salmon.
For more information visit: ycic.org
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Books

Bird of the Month

ONE WILD BIRD AT A TIME
By Bernd Heinrich

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW
Tachycineta thalassina

January’s weather was nasty,
so I decided to make the most
of my time by reading. Rodger
and I visited Priscilla Dauble
to get her recommendations
on what to read on a cold
winter’s day. She lent us
several books, among them
this new book by Bernd
Heinrich. It was perfect
reading for those cold, snowy
days.
In the book, Heinrich writes
about the lives of common
birds he observes near his cabin in the woods of Maine.
It is a series of short essays, none too long or too
technical but interesting and engaging.
This is a book about bird behavior—part memoir and
part science. Heinrich is a gifted naturalist whose
observations of the birds are written in a way that made
me feel that I too was watching and learning from their
behavior. For example, a pair of northern flickers
hammering their nest hole into the side of his cabin
offers the opportunity to observe the feeding
competition between siblings and to make a discovery
about nest cleaning.
I was particularly taken by his description of the eastern
phoebe that spent the summer trying attract a mate only
to be ignored.
Every morning through May he started
to sing before daylight, and continued without a break
for about an hour. Then he made his rounds of nest sites
as though showing them, off, but no other phoebe was
ever there to see them. He seemed enthusiastic but
neither mate or rivals arrived. Finally at the beginning
of June he appeared to give up, although in late June he
sang once again until dark. It was his last serenade. It
reminded me of the summer we observed a house wren
start several nests in our yard in hopes of attracting a
mate. He sang continuously for hours on end, flitting
from tree tops to the nest boxes and back, only to be
ignored. It was the only time in the 15 or so years we
had house wrens nest in our yard that a male did not
attract a mate. I felt the same empathy for the phoebe as
I had for our house wren.
I recommend this book to anyone who is interested in
learning more about the lives of common yard birds. Not
all of the birds in the book are ones we have in the
Walla Walla Valley, but Heinrich’s writing allows you
to learn about them, and also to learn about unknown
behaviors of some of the birds we do have in our yards.

Size: 5 inches
Description: Iridescent
violet-green above and
white below with white
face extending above the
eye. White on sides of
rump. Females drab in
color in comparison.
Photo by George Jameson

Violet-green swallows are only found in the western part
of North America. They winter in Mexico and Central
America, but breed throughout the West as far north as
Alaska. They are among the first migrants to return to
the Walla Walla Valley and can be seen in flocks, often
near water where they will remain until the weather is
warm enough to disperse to forested areas where they
breed. In late summer they are common at high
elevations in large flocks.
They are highly acrobatic and forage for flying insects
almost exclusively in flight, often flying higher than
other swallow species. However, during bad weather
they can be seen feeding low over open water.
Both sexes build the nest which is a cup of grass, twigs,
rootlets and straw, lined with feathers of other birds.
They nest in tree cavities, cliffs, buildings, old
woodpecker holes and nest boxes. Clutch size is 4-6
eggs. Incubation is 12-15 days and both adults feed the
young even after they leave the nest in 23-24 days.
Violet-green swallows are very similar to tree swallows,
both in appearance and ecology, and their ranges
overlap. However, tree swallows have no white above
the eye and no white patches on the rump. Also, violetgreen swallows are smaller and more streamlined than
tree swallows. Sorting out swallows in flight can be
tricky, so learning their different calls is one of the
easiest ways to differentiate them. I also look for the
splash of white on the side of the rump. If you see that
you know you are looking at a violet-green swallow!
It’s exciting when the birds return in the spring, and
seeing the violet-green swallows show up is a sure sign
that migration is underway.
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The World Around Us

Notes from the Board

CLIMATE CHANGE

•

The Board approved the following donations at the
February board meeting:
Blue Mountain Wildlife—$500
Malhaur Field Station—$500
Blue Mountain Land Trust—$200
Audubon Washington—$200

•

Mike Denny, Ginger Shoemake and Melissa
Webster volunteered to form a Nominating
Committee to solicit nominations for President and
other open positions for Blue Mountain Audubon.
Names will be voted on at the May Membership
meeting. Anyone interested in serving on the Blue
Mountain Audubon Board of Directors should
contact the Nominating Committee. This is a fun
way to get involved in Audubon.

•

Chris Howard, Conservation Chair, reported on the
Poo-Poo Project which was started by the Teton
Raptor Center to address the problem of animals,
especially birds, becoming trapped in vault toilet
ventilation pipes, in wilderness campgrounds. To
address this problem the Raptor Center has
developed a vent screen that can be easily installed
over the top of the pipe. The Raptor Center sent
Chris 10 screens free of charge which he gave to the
Walla Walla District of the Umatilla National
Forest. There is a need for as many as 100 screens
in the Umatilla National Forest, so Chris suggested
BMAS take on a project of soliciting contributions
to provide additional screens. The Board agreed to
purchase 10 screens to get the project started and
then solicit contributions of $30 per screen from
BMAS membership to purchase additional screens.
If you are interested in donating contact Chris
Howard, chrish.734@gmail.com

•

Kathy McConnell, Education Chair, reported on a
“Bird Backpack Project” that she is working on with
the Dayton Public Library. The backpack consists
of books, binoculars and other supplies which can
be checked out at the library. She also said there
will be a children’s bird walk along the river walk in
in Dayton sometime in April.

•

Planning continues on Natural Area improvements
including a possible new bridge, area map,
brochures and signs.
A work party will be
scheduled in the spring to work on trail
maintenance.

There has been a lot of interest recently about the
science of climate change. Nature Conservancy has
rounded up 10 of the most important factoids about
climate change — some may surprise you.
97 percent: The percentage of scientists who agree that
warming trends over the past century are very likely
caused by human activity.
1950: Year when atmospheric CO2 levels broke records
from the previous 400,000 years, sharply rising and
continuing to grow.
6.7 inches: Rise in global sea levels over the last
century. The rate of rise has doubled in the last decade.
16: Number of record-breaking hottest years since 2000.
2016 was the hottest year yet.
1.5 degrees: The average worldwide temperature
increase in Fahrenheit compared to a century ago.
400 parts per million: Average concentration since
2016 of CO2 in the atmosphere, compared to 275 PPM
for past 400,000 years.
21: Average annual number of wildfires in Central and
Eastern Washington — up from an average of six per
year in the 1970s.

19th century: When the heat-trapping nature of CO2
was first demonstrated.
30 percent: The increase in acidity of the world's
oceans.
$180 billion: Estimated economic losses to the United
States by end of the century if no action is taken on
climate change.
Sources: NASA, Environmental Protection Agency
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Migration Begins
With all of the winter weather we have had for the past
several months, it will be interesting to see if migration
will be on schedule. I certainly hope so! Here is a list
of some of the birds that normally return in late
February and early March.
Say’s phoebe
Killdeer
Yellow-rumped warbler
(there have been a few of these birds around this winter)
Sandhill crane
Caspian tern
Long-billed curlew
Violet-green swallow
Tree swallow
Mountain bluebird
Western bluebird

Long-billed curlew
Photo by Rodger Shoemake

By late March we hopefully will also be seeing these
birds.
Turkey vulture
American avocet
Black-necked stilt
White-throated swift
Loggerhead shrike
Red-naped sapsucker
Northern rough-winged swallow
Cliff swallow

Black-necked stilt
Photo by Rodger Shoemake

Musings

by Chris Howard
Winter Wonders

Now that the snow drops have popped up through
their leafy cover and spread their showy white
blossoms and the buds are beginning to open on the
dogwood trees, I think it is safe to talk about winter
as if we have survived it without evoking the gods and
goddesses of snow and ice. There were some definite
pros and cons to experiencing a real winter for a
change. I didn’t talk to anyone who appreciated the
freezing rain and ice but there were many of us who
had a great time with the abundance of snow on the
ground. I wasn’t overly fond of shoveling my sidewalk
over and over and over again but it did bring out a
sense of comradery with the neighbors as we stopped
with our arms on top of the shovel to get a deep
breath and marvel at the pile of snow we were
making. I even made an inhabitable snow cave from
the snow I piled up in the back yard. None of the
neighborhood kids I talked with complained about
having to go sledding rather than attend school on
those numerous snow days.
There are generally two approaches to dealing with
below freezing temperatures and snow on the ground.
One is to turn up the heat and hunker down in the
house watching old movies and the other is to bundle
up and go out and play in the snow. I found it to be a
definite gift to be able to x-country ski all over town
without having to drive into the mountains. On the
full moon in January, a friend and I headed up to
Bennington Lake at 8pm marveling at the diamond like
reflections of moonlight off the snow crystals. I
pulled up my neck gaiter and wiggled my toes as we
headed around the lake with the temperature at 3
degrees. There is nothing more magical than gliding
over the sparkling snow in the silence of the winter
night. The beaver lodge was quiet and still with no
sign of life. The beavers were hidden in their lodge
surviving off a carefully stored winter food supply.
Under a grove of pine trees lay the partially eaten
body of a white tailed deer, a solemn reminder of the
rigors of winter for those who must live outdoors all
day and night long.
Another day found me stepping into my skis at the
Fort Walla Walla Natural Area. Looking across the
snow covered field, I pulled up my binoculars to focus
on a beautiful Red Fox casually sitting on the snow
surveying its domain. As I started skiing around the
trail the fox stood up, cast a glance toward me and
trotted into the nearby woods. The Natural Area
offered a winter wonderland of animal tracks, snowy
wooded tunnels and scampering deer. Remembering
the beauty of this past winter doesn’t keep me from
looking forward to the arrival of the sunny, warm,
bird-filled spring.
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
January 31 brought the return of snow to the Valley.
Chris Howard took advantage of the snowy weather to
ski around Bennington Lake. Birds were scarce, but he
did find a great horned owl, two red-tailed hawks,
some robins, a raven and a Townsend’s solitaire.
MerryLynn was there in the morning to fill the feeders,
and noted that the black-capped chickadees were
waiting!

scarce, but we did see a few nice birds including a
northern saw-whet owl, two great horned owls and a
northern shrike.
While Paul and Judy Treman, Rodger and I were
looking for the northern saw-whet owl at Bennington
Lake on February 11, we came across two falconers that
were working their two Harris's hawks along the trail.
They were beautiful to watch.

Nina Conn looked out her window through the snow on
January 31, and was thrilled to see a varied thrush in
her flowering pear tree.

Mike and MerryLynn led a WOS Owls by Day field trip
on February 11 and found 12 great horned owls, 3
barn owls, 5 northern saw-whet owls, 13 long-eared
owls and one screech owl.

Chris Howard sent me this photo of a
sharp-shinned hawk sitting on the
wires outside his house on February 5.
He commented on the undersides of the
feathers which is due to molting.

On February 12, Jim and Sue Parrish joined Mike and
MerryLynn to chum for gulls at the Walla Walla River
Delta. Among the many gulls they found was a lesser
black-backed gull, a Thayer’s gull and a glaucous
gull.

Pam Fisher found this bufflehead as she was walking
along Mill Creek on February 6.

Lesser black-backed gull
Photo by Jim Parrish
Jene Hall reported a large number of American
goldfinches at her feeders on February 13. She also has
a downy woodpecker that visits daily.

The sun came out on February 6 so Rodger and I took a
drive over to the Columbia River to look at the bald
eagles. We counted 41 of them and I’m sure there were
more. On the way home we drove around south of the
Touchet/Lowden area. Red-tailed hawks were
everywhere—I counted over 80! We also saw two
rough-legged hawks, 4 northern harriers, 8
American kestrels, a pair of great horned owls and a
prairie falcon. We drove up to McNary NWR
Headquarters but the water on the ponds was frozen. On
the way home we saw 4 tundra swans in a field along
Highway 12 just west of town.
It was cold on February 7 when we walked Bennington
Lake, but we managed to beat the snow. Birds were

Walking Bennington Lake on Tuesday, February 14 was
a bit of a challenge—it was very muddy and slick.
However we did find a few nice birds including 3 great
horned owls, a long-eared owl, a bald eagle, a
northern shrike and 2 red-tailed hawks.
On
February
16,
MerryLynn emailed to
say there was a bandtailed pigeon coming
to a feeder in College
Place.
Photo by Christopher
Lindsey
Rodger and I went over and saw it, sitting in a tree with
several Eurasian collared doves. This is a species that
is rare in Eastern Washington but can be seen in
Western Washington and all along the Pacific Coast.
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Mike and MerryLynn led a Field Trip to the west side of
the county in search of snow geese, bald eagles and
more on February 18. We were not disappointed! The
weather was less than ideal, but we found all of the
target birds. There was a huge flock of snow geese on
the Kahlotus Highway, and many bald eagles along the
Columbia River along with tundra swans, waterfowl
and gulls. At Charbonneau Park on the Snake River we
got to see two northern saw-whet owls. Mike pointed
one of them out to the group as seen in the photo below
taken by Paul Treman.

Jim Nestler watched a Say’s phoebe work its way down
Mill Creek from Rooks Park on February 18.
Finally, by the last week of February the ice was gone
from Bennington Lake. MerryLynn was there to see 81
noisy common mergansers enjoying the open water
along with a few mallards and canada geese.
The snow on February 26 was not a welcome sight, but
it brought in a flurry of bird activity to the yard. The
most exciting bird was a pine siskin—the first we’ve
seen in the yard since October, 2016. There were also
nine lesser goldfinches, a American kestrel, the usual
juncos, house finches, song sparrows, and a couple of
white-crowned sparrows. Three flickers were hanging
around the suet feeders and unfortunately over 250
starlings descended on the yard. Our dog Gracie and I
quickly went out and chased them away!
February is over and hopefully March will bring more
spring-like weather and some returning spring birds.
March is also a good time to look for birds that might be
wandering around so keep your binoculars close by—
who knows what you might find. Email me with your
sightings, I love hearing what others are seeing.
housewren084@gmail.com

A total of 51 species were seen on the trip including
great horned owls, yellow-headed blackbirds and
cedar waxwings.
Here’s a couple more photos from the trip.
Saw-whet owl
Photo by
Judy Treman

Bald eagles in a
tree at the Delta.
Photo by
Wally Tomlinson

AMAZON SMILE
Do you make any purchases on Amazon? If so, there is
a painless way that you can have your books, camera, or
whatever they sell, and contribute to Blue Mountain
Audubon Society too!
Amazon has a program, AmazonSmile, by which, at no
cost to you, they will donate a portion of the purchase
price to us. Just go to smile.amazon.com on the web
and select Blue Mountain Audubon Society as your
charity of choice. They have all the connections set up
there to make a direct deposit of 0.5% of your purchase
price to our account. Very simple. Then every time
thereafter when you want to buy at Amazon, just
remember to go to smile.amazon.com (not plain
amazon.com) and BMAS will get a small share of your
cost. Sorry, but the Amazon Foundation then gets the
charitable tax deduction, not you!
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Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
The Chapter’s objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of Southeastern Washington and
Northeastern Oregon with the goals to appreciate, preserve and enjoy birds, wildlife, and the natural environment of the
area. Education is a primary objective of Chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational
opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and to the
public. The Chapter meets the third Thursday, (September through May) at 7:00 p.m. in the Whitman College Science
Building. A newsletter, The Magpiper is published September through May and is free to members. Non-member
subscription fees are $25 annually. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at
www.blumtn.org

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a check in the amount
of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

