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Membership Meeting: November 17, 7:00 p.m.
Room 129 Olin Hall, Whitman College

PROGRAM: MILL CREEK FISH PASSAGE PROJECT
After a severe flood in the early 1930s, the Corps of
Engineers constructed flood control measures on seven
miles of Mill Creek. An assessment of Mill Creek fish
passage completed in 2009 identified and described barriers
for ESA listed steelhead and bull trout, and for reintroduced
spring chinook. Returning adults encounter flow-dependent
depth and velocity barriers, and a lack of resting
opportunities. Juvenile fish encounter low spring flows, and
high water temperatures in late spring. Mill Creek, upstream of the flood control
project, is a critical and under-utilized area for spawning and rearing, and provides
for an important recovery opportunity for those listed fish, as well as good habitat
for other native fish and reintroduction efforts for spring chinook.
In cooperation with the Mill Creek Work Group, Tri-State Steelheaders has
sponsored five fish passage projects in Mill Creek. The most recent project was
completed in 2016, between 9th Avenue and 5th Avenue. In his presentation, Brian
will describe the nature of the passage barriers, and how recent projects have
improved passage.
Brian is the Executive Director of the Tri-State Steelheaders, and has been with the
Steelheaders since 2002. As their Project Manager for over 10 years, he completed
19 projects to improve fish passage and riparian habitat. Brian came to Walla Walla
after graduating from Utah State University with a Master’s degree in biology.

Field Trip
TOM’S TURKEY TROT
Saturday, November 19 - 9:00 a.m. to approximately 4:00 p.m.
It’s time for our annual November Turkey Trot led by Tom Scribner. We will scour
the foothills of Walla Walla and Columbia Counties
in search of wild turkeys, northern shrike,
Townsend’s solitaires, pileated woodpeckers, greathorned owls, hermit thrush and other birds. We will
try to have a walkie-talkie for each car so everyone
will know what is being seen as we head for Wolf
Fork Road south of Dayton, where we usually see the
most turkeys. Bring a lunch, walkie-talkies if you
have them, and a friend or two; and don’t forget your
binoculars.
Meet at the Harper Joy Theater parking lot and we will car pool. If you have any
questions please call or e-mail Tom: 529-8628 or tom@minnickhayner.com
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From the President
I URGE A YES VOTE ON I-732
I agree that Washington State by itself will not solve all
the problems associated with the ever expanding levels
of Green House Gas Emissions. I further agree that
I-732 is not perfect. But as the Union Bulletin points out
the legislature has the power to fix flaws once the
initiative is enacted.
If you read and understand the initiative, it is more than
just a Carbon Tax. It is an initial attempt to correct the
extremely regressive tax structure within the state by
compensating lower income families for the increase in
carbon taxes. There are changes to the B&O Tax to
allow support for business and, as has been seen in
British Columbia, business does not flock to the exits.
State sales taxes are reduced by 1% for all individuals.
We have waited too long and the problem of a
deteriorating atmosphere is doing just that, deteriorating.
To ask that something happen at the national level is a
pipe dream fostered in a world of unreality.
The carbon tax will accelerate the shift from fossil fuels
to cleaner energy alternatives. Many economic studies
have proven that as carbon based fuel prices increase,
the use of carbon fuels decreases, and with that decrease
we will see the growth of alternative fuels.
I-732 with its few warts and imperfections must be
implemented. The children and grand-children of future
generations need a cleaner atmosphere than we are
leaving. The birds of the world are seeing their
environment deteriorate from global warming and many
species numbers are dropping significantly. When
Washington State takes this major step it signals to the
world that we are serious about climate change. It
provides a path forward for other states to follow and
soon we will not be alone, we will be a leader of all the
states that will follow.
PBS television ran a segment on I-732 on October 20,
the New York Times had an extensive article regarding
I-732 on October 24th; there is national visibility on this
issue. Let us not let this chance to start the decline of
greenhouse gases slip away.
Vote Yes on I-732
George Jameson
President, Blue Mountain Audubon
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Birds in the News
HOVERING HUMMINGBIRDS GET HOT—
MAYBE TOO HOT
Living Bird, Autumn 2016
Hovering is hard
work, and as anyone
with a down jacket
knows, feathers are
great insulation. So
how does a hardworking
hummingbird keep
from boiling over?
Infrared video
shows most of the
heat leaves via bare
skin: around the eyes, under the wings, and in the feet,
according to Don Powers of George Fox University.
The catch: when the air warms above the
hummingbird’s temperature, those areas start to absorb
heat, making the hummer’s problems worse. In very hot
regions, hummingbirds may have to take longer breaks
during the heat of the day, possibility threatening their
ability to feed.

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER SPLIT
Excerpts from article in Audubon News
By Kenn Kaufman, September 01, 2016
In 1973 the American Ornithologists’ Union “lumped”
the Audubon Warbler and the Myrtle Warbler into one
with the bland, unflattering name of Yellow-rumped
Warbler.
Now the warblers could be split again. The study of
how we define what is or isn’t a species has made great
advances since 1973. The most recent study, by David
Toews and others, has just been released. Toews and
company took a very detailed look at the genetics of
Yellow-rumped Warblers. The result? Even though the
white-throated Myrtle and yellow-throated Audubon’s
types interbreed where they meet, they’re very distinct
genetically throughout the rest of their range. The
evidence suggests that each is a full species.
They mostly divide the Lower 48 by east and west, but
Myrtle Warblers have such a broad breeding range that
they can appear as uncommon migrants throughout the
western states, and they’re locally common in winter
along the Pacific Coast.
The Yellow-rump complex won’t just be split into two
species—there are probably three, or even four. The
split won’t be official until it’s accepted and published
by the AOU Checklist Committee, the earliest this
could happen would be July 2017.
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The World Around Us
MAKING SENSE OF COFFEE LABELS
Living Bird, Autumn 2016
Your bag of gourmet coffee
is trying to talk to you, using
a bird icon or a key word
such as “specialty: to tell
you something about how
the coffee was grown.
Here’s a quick primer to
what a coffee bag’s labels
may mean as far as shade
cover and bird habitat.
Bird Friendly
Grown on farms certified by scientists from the
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center, this coffee is triple
-certified-meeting Organic, Fair Trade and additional
strict requirements for both mature canopy cover and
the type of forest in which the coffee is grown. This
coffee is guaranteed to support bird habitat.
Rainforest Alliance
Rainforest Alliance standards for shade cover are less
stringent than Bird Friendly, but more than 70 percent
of Rainforest Alliance certified farms maintain shade
cover, and the standard promotes preserving forest in
reserves and along waterways.
Organic
As with other organic crops, certified organic coffee is
grown without most synthetic pesticides and fertilizers.
There are no criteria for shade cover, however.
Shade-Grown
“Shade-grown” labels often appear of coffee, but this
designation has no regulations or certification
standards. If you buy shade-grown coffee intending to
support birds, you are trusting that the coffee company
is telling the truth.
Specialty
“Specialty” means the coffee scores 80 or higher on a
tasting scale.
This has nothing to do with
environmental conditions, though specialty coffees tend
to come from small family farms that can nurture
higher-quality coffee.

Bird of the Month
WESTERN GREBE Aechmophorus occidentalis
Size: 25 inches
Description: Dark back,
long slender neck with
black crown that extends
over red eyes, and long,
dull yellow bill.
Photo by George Jameson

Western grebes are a large elegant grebe that breeds in
lakes and ponds across the West and winters primarily
off the Pacific Coast although they are also common
along the Columbia River. The very similar Clark’s
grebe can be differentiated from the western by its
bright yellow bill and eye that is surrounded by white.
Both species have a dramatic, choreographed courtship
display, in which the birds rush across the water with
their long necks extended.
Their diet consists mainly of fish which they catch by
diving in open water. They either spear prey or capture
it with a forceps-like motion of the bill, taking larger
prey to the surface before swallowing.
Like other grebes, they spend almost all of their time in
the water and are very awkward when on land. Their
legs are so far back on the body that walking is very
difficult. However, they are very adept swimmers and
divers.
A western grebe nest is built of plant materials from the
bottom up on a submerged snag or floating in shallow
water anchored to emergent or floating plants. Rarely
the nest is built on land using small amounts of
surrounding vegetation.
Both sexes built the nest using material brought mostly
from material brought from underwater or floating on
the surface. They often nest in colonies, with hundreds
or even thousands on one lake. Clutch size is 3-4 eggs.
When hatched, chicks are alert and covered with
blackish or silvery down. Chicks leave the nest after
hatching and ride on the back of the parent.
Western grebes are common along the Columbia River
in the winter months, but may not be close enough to the
shore for good viewing. To get a closer look, you can
usually find them in the fall at Bennington Lake through
November.
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All Creatures Great and Small
COYOTE

Canis latrans

MANTID Mantis religiosa
Most of the over 2,000
species of mantids are
tropical or subtropical.
The
mantids in the
Walla Walla area are not
native, but are an
introduced
European
species.

Photo by Mike Denny
The coyote is a canine native to North America. It is
smaller than its close relative, the gray wolf. The species
is versatile and able to adapt to environments modified
by humans. As human activity has altered the landscape,
the coyote's range has expanded.
It is highly flexible in social organization, living either
in a family unit or in loosely knit packs of unrelated
individuals. It has a varied diet consisting primarily of
animal meat, including deer, rabbits, hares, rodents,
birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and invertebrates,
though it may also eat fruits and vegetables on occasion.
The coyote's characteristic vocalization is a howl made
by solitary individuals. Humans aside, cougars and gray
wolves are the coyote's only serious enemies.
The coyote is a prominent character in Native American
folklore (Southwestern United States and Mexico),
usually depicted as a trickster that alternately assumes
the form of an actual coyote or a man. As with other
trickster figures, the coyote acts as a picaresque hero
which rebels against social convention through
deception and humor. After the European colonization
of the Americas, it was reviled in Anglo-American
culture as a cowardly and untrustworthy animal.
Prior to the near extermination of wolves and cougars,
the coyote was most numerous in grasslands inhabited
by bison, antelope, elk, and other deer. With the
extermination of the wolf, the coyote's range expanded
to encompass broken forests from the tropics of
Guatemala and the northern slope of Alaska.
Coyotes are presently the most abundant livestock
predators in western North America, causing the
majority of sheep, goat, and cattle losses. The United
States government agents routinely shoot, poison, trap,
and kill about 90,000 coyotes each year to protect
livestock.

Photo by Rodger Shoemake
Mantids are very efficient and deadly predators that
capture and eat a wide variety of insects and other small
prey. They have a “neck” that allows the head to rotate
180 degrees while waiting for a meal to wander by.
Camouflage coloration allows mantids to blend in with
the background and they sit on twigs and stems waiting
to ambush prey.
The two front legs of the mantids are highly specialized.
When hunting they assume a “praying” position, folding
the legs under their head. They use the front legs to
strike out and capture their prey. Long sharp spines on
the upper insides of these legs allow them to hold on to
their prey. The spines fit into a groove on the lower
parts of the leg when not in use.
The female, which sometimes eats the male during
mating, lays about 200 eggs in a large cocoon like
capsule which serves to protect the eggs from adverse
weather conditions and enemies. In cooler climates, the
adults lay eggs in autumn then die. The eggs are
protected by their hard capsules and hatch in the spring.
Mantids are often used by home gardeners for natural
pest control. However, they do not specialize in a single
pest insect, and do not multiply rapidly in response to an
increase in such a prey species, but are general
predators. They eat whatever they can catch, including
both harmful and beneficial insects. They therefore have
"negligible value" in biological control.
Mantids have an association with many religious beliefs.
The Greeks called them “Mantes” which means
prophets. The Chinese write of the mantis as curing
anything from impotence to goiter. These myths are
interesting but there have been no findings to support
the ancient claims.
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Musings

by Chris Howard
The Orange Mountains

Hiking in the fall in the Blue Mountains can be full of
surprises. Every October I head up into the foothills in
search of the magical convergence of the Ladybugs.
Ladybugs, entomologists tell us, are not really bugs but are
beetles. The name for these colorful orange beetles with
varying numbers of black spots originated in Britain where
they were known as Ladybirds. Our Lady's bird referred to
Lady Mary, who in early paintings was depicted as wearing a
red cloak. Ladybirds were renamed Ladybugs in America.
Ladybugs are brightly colored to warn predators such as
birds, spiders and ants that they are bad tasting and not
good to eat. When Ladybugs feel threatened they ooze a
foul smelling fluid from their leg joints which further
deters potential predators. The smooth, domed shape and
flat bottom of the Ladybug has evolved to make it difficult
for them to be picked up by enemies. There are over 5,000
species of Ladybugs, most of which are considered
beneficial to farmers and gardeners. They are voracious
consumers of aphids and mites.

Olympic Birdfest, April 7-9, 2017. Enjoy guided
birding trips, boat tours, live auction & raffle, gala
banquet, and more. Our featured speaker: noted
nature photographer Bonnie Block. Join our
festival pre-trip: a three-day, two-night birding/
sightseeing cruise of the San Juan Islands, April 46, 2017.
Register separately at
www.pugetsoundexpress.com/audubon.
Extend your festival with our Neah Bay post-trip
on April 9-11, 2017: two days exploring northwest
coastal Washington. BirdFest registration at
www.olympicbirdfest.org.

LOOK FOR BLUE MOUNTAIN AUDUBON
ON
FACEBOOK

All this info about Ladybugs is leading to what I think is
their most amazing trait. In late fall when the temperature
begins to drop and the aphids are less prevalent, the
Ladybugs head for the foothills of our Blue Mountains
where they converge in massive swarms of thousands if not
millions of individuals. On a recent hike I found 4 different
places where the grass, limbs, shrubs and nearby logs were
literally colored orange with Ladybugs. It was mind boggling
to see so many of them together in one place. Perhaps we
should consider changing the name from the Blue Mountains
to the Orange Mountains?

The purpose of this aggregation is hibernation and mating.
As the weather gets colder they seek shelter in cracks and
crevices of old decaying logs and stumps or under leaves.
They converge at the same places every year even though
they have never been there before. Each generation leaves
powerful, odiferous pheromones to guide their offspring to
the Fall gathering spot. In the Spring they will return to
the lowlands and lay their eggs near sources of aphids.

I think there is a final question regarding Ladybugs. What
does one call a male Ladybug? Possibly Mr. Ladybug or
Ladybugger might work. A friend suggested Laddybug.
What do you think?
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
MerryLynn saw the first snow geese of the fall on
October 5. There were 14 of them at Casey Pond.

Above the dam they found these four surf scoters.
These coastal birds are sometimes found inland in the
fall as they migrate.

Rodger and I decided to check Byrnes Road for raptors
on October 5. We were very pleased to find a roughlegged hawk kiting over the alfalfa fields. It was the
first one we’d seen this fall.
On October 8 after a rainstorm, we had three Anna’s
hummingbirds in the yard—at the feeder and on the
flowers. One of them was an adult male which I hadn’t
seen in the yard since August.
I received this photo of a tagged
red-tailed hawk from Del
Henry on October 9.
I asked the Dennys for help on
who might have tagged the bird
and received this answer from
Mike. “These are Red-tailed
Hawks tagged at PDX in
Portland. Birds removed from
that area are watched for and if
they return then they are recaptured and removed to some
other far site. Check out PDX raptor removal and
relocation program.”

The field trip to the Arthur G. Rempel Nature Trail at
the Fort Walla Walla Natural area was held on Saturday,
October 22. Twenty people joined Tom Land and Chris
Howard for a tour of the area. Because of the number of
people, they divided into two groups. Birds of interest
seen on the walk were wood ducks, great horned owls
and a great blue heron.

Mike and MerryLynn found a surf scoter at Penninsula
HMU on October 10. While they were there checking
out all of the waterfowl, three flocks of sandhill cranes
flew over.
On a rainy October 13 morning, MerryLynn drove south
of the Lowden/Touchet area. What she found was a
raptor bonanza—about 80 red-tailed hawks, 3
northern harriers, 5 American kestrels and a
Cooper’s hawk.
There are a few shorebirds still around. On October 16
Mike and MerryLynn found a black-bellied plover at
the Tyson blood ponds. The day before three American
golden plovers were reported there.
Paul and Judy Treman went over to the blood ponds on
October 16 and found one black-bellied plover and one
American golden plover.
Dennis Dauble saw a flock of snow geese in the fields
south of Burbank on October 22.
Mike and MerryLynn visited several places on October
22 including Ice Harbor Dam and the surrounding area.
Birds of interest were 2 blue-winged teal (late for the
season), 2 snow geese, 2 Bonaparte’s gulls and a
Franklin’s gull.

Photos by Paul and
Judy Treman
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On October 23 a brown pelican was seen by several
people on the island just below Ice Harbor Dam. This is
only the second record of one seen in Walla Walla
County.
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There were four Barrow’s goldeneyes on Bennington
Lake on October 25. There was a nice variety of other
waterfowl in addition to the goldeneyes: Northern
pintails, western grebes, a pied-billed grebe, a hooded
merganser, a American wigeon, mallards, northern
shovelers and a ring-necked duck. Other birds of note
were a hairy woodpecker, several Townsend’s
solitaires and two great horned owls.
Mike and MerryLynn found 36 Wilson’s snipe in a
flooded field on Detour Road on October 26.
As of October 27, we still had one Anna’s
hummingbird coming to our feeder every day. I have
watched this little bird mature over the past two months.
When it first appeared it had a tiny pink spot under its
chin. Since then that spot has become a bright pink
throat with pink dotting extending up the face and
around the neck to the top of his head. It is going to be a
beautiful adult male soon.

Photo by Chris Lindsey
The next day, MerryLynn Denny took this photo
showing the difference in size between the brown
pelican, some American white pelicans and two
double-crested cormorants.

It’s time to get your feeders filled so you can enjoy
watching the birds in your yard during the winter
months. Who knows what birds will come this winter.
Will there be Bohemian waxwings? Redpolls? Evening
Grosbeaks? Let me know what shows up in your yard.
housewren084@gmail.com

Calling All Blue Mountain Audubon Members:
If you are a local member then this is your last call to
renew your local membership to our great chapter and
not have your flight disrupted.
There were also two snow geese in the same vicinity at
Ice Harbor Dam, and Melissa Cummins took this nice
photo of them.

The label on the front of your current newsletter shows
if we have received your payment this fall. If it shows
8/1/16 then we still need a payment of $25 (per
household) to continue flying the Magpiper to you each
month. Your name will be removed from our mailing
list as of November 28th if we receive no payment.
If your label reads 8/1/17, then you have the Golden
Nest and are set to receive the newsletter for the
upcoming year. If you are up to date as a national
member then you will receive both the national and
local publications.
Mail your payments to BMAS, P.O. Box 1106, Walla
Walla, WA 99362. Any questions, contact Holly
Howard at hollythoward@gmail.com or 509-301-1859.

BLUE MOUNTAIN AUDUBON
Ginger Shoemake, Editor, The Magpiper
PO BOX 1106-0022
Walla Walla, WA 99362
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College Place, WA 99324
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Mission Statement:
Blue Mountain Audubon Society (BMAS) was organized in 1971 and chartered by National Audubon Society in 1972.
The Chapter’s objectives are to serve its membership and the larger communities of Southeastern Washington and
Northeastern Oregon with the goals to appreciate, preserve and enjoy birds, wildlife, and the natural environment of the
area. Education is a primary objective of Chapter activities. Through volunteer efforts BMAS provides educational
opportunities, conservation activities and enjoyment of wildlife and wildlife habitat opportunities to members and to the
public. The Chapter meets the third Thursday, (September through May) at 7:00 p.m. in the Whitman College Science
Building. A newsletter, The Magpiper is published September through May and is free to members. Non-member
subscription fees are $25 annually. BMAS is a non-profit 501c(3) organization. Find us on the internet at
www.blumtn.org

Join Blue Mountain Audubon Society – Complete the following information and mail along with a check in the amount
of $25 for your first year’s membership to: Blue Mountain Audubon PO Box 1106, Walla Walla, WA 99362
Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City:___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code:_________
Phone:_______________________Email:____________________________________________

