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Membership Meeting: October 20—7:00 p.m.
Room 129 Olin Hall, Whitman College

PROGRAM: INITIATIVE 732 DISCUSSION
Initiative 732 would impose a carbon emission tax on the sale or use of certain
fossil fuels and fossil-fuel-generated electricity, at $15 per metric ton of carbon
dioxide in 2017, and increasing gradually to $100 per metric ton (2016 dollars
adjusted for inflation), with more gradual phase-in for some users. It would reduce
the sales tax rate by one percentage point over two years, increase a low-income
sales tax exemption, and reduce certain manufacturing taxes.
There is a lot of controversy surrounding I-732 and during this meeting we will
have an open discussion to present both the reasons to support the initiative and
reasons why you may not want to vote for this initiative. Blue Mountain Audubon is
not, at this point in time, taking a position either for or against the initiative and
during this meeting information will be presented to provide you with information
upon which you can conduct further research or reach a conclusion as to how you
should vote. Our main concern is to disseminate information and educate those who
are willing to listen. Certainly there will be ample opportunity to ask questions and
voice your opinion.

Field Trip
ARTHUR G. REMPEL NATURE TRAIL, Fort Walla Walla Natural Area
Saturday, October 22, 9:00 a.m.
Leaders: Tom Land and Chris Howard
One of the treasures within the Walla Walla city limits is the 65-acre Fort Walla
Walla Natural Area with approximately 1 1/2 miles of trails maintained by the Blue
Mountain Audubon Society and the City of Walla Walla. The Natural Area is
bordered by Myra Road, W. Poplar Street and Fort Walla Walla Museum. The trails
are named for Dr. Arthur Rempel, a beloved longtime Whitman College biology
professor emeritus who helped found the local Audubon chapter and was a leading
advocate for wildlife and their habitat. He died in 2007 at age 97.
The nature trails are a fitting reminder of what the area was like in the 19th century
when it was part of Fort Walla Walla. The trails take you through heavily vegetated
areas with large trees; open areas; across a small stream; next to spring-fed ponds
and marshy areas; and to a large historic barn. The area abounds with birds and
other wildlife. Meet in the parking area at the SW corner of the Natural Area located
between Myra Road and the Fort Walla Walla Museum main entrance. We will take
a leisurely walk that will last approximately 1 1/2 hours. Most of the trails are
covered with wood chips. There are several wood steps and a wood-decked bridge
that may be slippery if wet. If you have any questions, call or e-mail Tom Land
206-795-4620 twland19@gmail.com or Chris Howard 509-386-5827
chrish734@gmail.com
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In the News
PROJECT FEEDER WATCH

IMPACTS OF SUPPLEMENTAL FEEDING

Project FeederWatch is a winter-long survey of birds
that visit feeders at backyards, nature centers,
community areas, and other locales in North America.
Feeder Watchers periodically count the birds they see at
their feeders from November through early April and
send their counts to Project FeederWatch. FeederWatch
data help scientists track broad scale movements of
winter bird populations and long-term trends in bird
distribution and abundance.

August 24, 2016

Anyone interested in birds can participate. FeederWatch
is conducted by people of all skill levels and
backgrounds, including children, families, individuals,
classrooms, retired persons, youth groups, nature
centers, and bird clubs. You can count birds as often as
every week, or as infrequently as you like: the schedule
is completely flexible. All you need is a bird feeder, bird
bath, or plantings that attract birds.
There is a $18 annual participation fee for U.S. residents
($15 for Cornell Lab members). The participation fee
covers materials, staff support, web design, data
analysis, and the year-end report (Winter Bird
Highlights). Project FeederWatch is supported almost
entirely by participation fees. Without the support of our
participants, this project wouldn’t be possible.
When thousands of Feeder Watchers in communities
across North America count birds and send their tallies
to the FeederWatch database, the result is a treasure
trove of numbers, which FeederWatch scientists analyze
to draw a picture of winter bird abundance and
distribution.
What sets Project Feeder Watch apart from other
monitoring programs is the detailed picture that Feeder
Watch data provide about weekly changes in bird
distribution and abundance across the United States and
Canada. Importantly, Feeder Watch data tell us where
birds are as well as where they are not. This crucial
information enables scientists to piece together the most
accurate population maps.
Because Feeder Watchers count the number of
individuals of each species they see several times
throughout the winter, Feeder Watch data is extremely
powerful for detecting and explaining gradual changes
in the wintering ranges of many species. In short,
FeederWatch data is important because it provides
information about bird population biology that cannot be
detected by any other available method.
To sign up for this important citizen science project go
to the Feeder Watch website: feederwatch.org

Highlights from a presentation by Feeder Watch project
leader, Emma Greig, at the North American
Ornithological Conference 2016. She summarized
research being conducted by her and by Cornell Lab
Citizen Science director, David Bonter.
Food is a major determinant of the distribution,
evolution, behavior and persistence of species, as has
been shown by an abundance of supplemental feeding
studies on small scales. But despite 50 million people in
the US offering billions of pounds of seeds to birds
every year, we know very little about the consequences
of this hobby on native species in North America.
If supplemental feeding is ecologically detrimental, then
we would expect to see long-term population declines in
the species that consume the most supplemental food.
According to the State of North America’s Birds 2016,
one-third of all North American bird species need urgent
conservation action. We looked at 30 years of
FeederWatch data collected by thousands of project
participants to select 135 species using feeders
occasionally to regularly. Then we looked at the
population trends for those species using 50 years of
Christmas Bird Count data.
Overall, species that utilize bird feeders the most were
doing better over time, rather than worse, and the few
species showing declines include non-native species
(House Sparrow, European Starling) or species suffering
from novel diseases (House Finch). The species most in
trouble, such as seabirds and shorebirds, don’t come to
feeders and are declining because of other threats.
Feeding birds may not help the hardest-hit species, but it
may inspire people to support conservation.
We still have a lot to learn about the impacts of feeding
birds, such as possible indirect effects on migratory
species, or possible effects on generalist predators such
as crows that may subsequently impact populations of
non-feeder birds or small animals. Nonetheless, this
works gives us some insights about how feeding birds
impacts the species that use feeders the most.
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Birds in the News

Bird of the Month

WESTERN SCRUB-JAY SPLIT

TURKEY VULTURE Cathartes aura

There has been an important update for those of you
living in the Western Scrub-Jay’s range: this species has
been split into two separate species. Perhaps you have
noticed differences between the “coastal” form (now the
California Scrub-Jay) and the “interior” form (now
Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay); the California Scrub-Jay is
darker and described as having a more bold personality,
while the Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay is paler, has a thinner
bill, and tends to be more shy and inconspicuous.

Size: 26 inches, wingspan
66 inches
Description: Dark brown
body with featherless red
head and pale bill.
Undersides of wings pale,
giving a two-toned
appearance. Wings form a
“V” when soaring.
Photo by Rodger Shoemake

Turkey vultures are a consummate scavenger, cleaning
up the countryside with their sharply hooked bill. They
are majestic, but unsteady soarers. Their teetering flight
with very few wingbeats is typical. They glide low to
the ground, sniffing for carrion, or ride thermals up to
higher vantage points. They eat carrion, which they find
largely by their excellent sense of smell. At carcasses,
several of them may gather but typically only one feeds
at a time, chasing the others off and making them wait
their turn.

California Scrub Jay
Photo by George Jameson
The American Ornithologists’ Union has been
considering this split for several years. The split became
official after genetic research demonstrated that the two
species rarely interbreed where they come into contact
with each other in western Nevada. In most of California
and all of Oregon and Washington, Project Feeder
Watchers will be reporting California Scrub-Jays from
now on. If you live in Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Colorado,
New Mexico, or Texas, then Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jays
are the scrub-jays visiting your feeders.

LOOK FOR BLUE MOUNTAIN AUDUBON
ON
FACEBOOK

They nest in rock crevices, caves, ledges, abandoned
nests and buildings. They scrape out a spot in the soil or
leaf litter, pull aside obstacles, and arrange a haphazard
nest. Once found, many of these nest sites may be used
for a decade or more. The sites are typically much
cooler than the surrounding area and are isolated from
human traffic or disturbance. They have one brood of 13 eggs. Incubation takes 28-40 days and their nesting
period is 60-84 days.
Outside of breeding season, turkey vultures form roosts
of dozens to a hundred individuals. (last spring we
watched 84 birds roost on the P Ranch tower at
Malheur NWR). Migrating flocks can number in the
thousands.
Although birds in the southern United States are yearround residents and birds in the northeast migrate short
distances southward, our western birds migrate much
farther. A large number of these birds move through
Central America and even migrate into South America.
The turkey vultures we are seeing now and in the spring
are in migration. They do not nest in our valley, but
prefer the higher elevations of the Blue Mountains.
Hopefully you will have a chance to see them as they
migrate south. Watch for large soaring hawk-like birds
during the day soaring above, or in the early morning or
evening roosting in a tree or a utility pole. In the
summer months look for them soaring in the Blue
Mountains.
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The World Around Us
THE BENEFITS OF SNAGS
A snag is defined as a
standing dead tree.
They are also called
wildlife trees, which
includes any defective
tree, both live and
dead. Agents which
cause the death of
trees (such as fire,
insects and disease)
are part of the natural
life cycle of trees and
the forest. There is
no consensus among
research
scientists
that standing snags
cause more intense
wildfires.
Some
studies have shown
that standing snags
can reduce severe fire
risk
by
keeping
flammable fuels off
the
forest
floor.
When snags fall naturally, they can slowly accumulate
on the forest floor over years or decades, making for less
fuel on the ground at any one time.
Historically, the forests of the Northwest looked a lot
different than today. One of the most important
structures missing from today’s intensively managed
forests are snags. Snags have little immediate economic
value to humans and were historically seen as an
unnecessary hazard. However, it is now known that
snags provide irreplaceable habitat for wildlife. Without
snags, the entire ecosystem suffers.
Think twice about removing dead or dying trees from
your property – deadwood is valuable for wildlife:
Beneficial wildlife that require snags include:
• Swallows, swifts and bats: these species eat up
to 10,000 insects in one day.
• Owls and hawks: Birds of prey are important
predators for many agricultural rodent pests.
Even species that do not require snags for
nesting prefer the open perches provided by
snags for hunting prey.
• Woodpeckers: Their foraging reduced forest
insect populations. They specialize on woodboring and bark beetle larvae, reducing and
controlling outbreaks of these harmful forest
pests.
For more information visit the Washington Department
of Fish an Wildlife website:
www.wdfw.wa.gov/living/snags

NORTH AMERICAN BEAVER Castor canadensis
Beavers are very large
rodent with flat tails and
lustrous fur. An adult
beaver can weigh over
forty pounds.
Beavers prefer to dam
streams
in
shallow
valleys,
where
the
flooded area becomes productive wetlands. These
cradles of life support biodiversity that rivals tropical
rain forests. Almost half of endangered and threatened
species in North America rely upon wetlands.
Freshwater wetlands have been rated as the world's most
valuable land-based ecosystem. Beavers maintain
wetlands that sponge up floodwaters, alleviate droughts
and floods (because their dams keep water on the land
longer), lesson erosion, raise the water table and act as
the "earth's kidneys" to purify water. The latter occurs
because several feet of silt collect upstream of older
beaver dams, and toxics, such as pesticides, are broken
down by microbes in the wetlands that beavers create.
Thus, water downstream of dams is cleaner and requires
less treatment for human use. Tree cutting is part of
nature's cycle, and beaver pruning stimulates willows,
cottonwood and aspen to regrow bushier than ever the
next spring. After eating, beavers use the peeled sticks
to build a teepee-like lodge on the shore and/or a dam.
Beavers mate for life during their third year. Both
parents care for the kits (usually one to four) that are
born in the spring. The youngsters normally stay with
their parents for two years, and the yearlings become
babysitters for the new litter. A beaver colony can
consist of six or more, including parents, yearlings and
kits, yet they peacefully coexist in a lodge with
underwater access to the iced-up pond for four months
or more in the North. Beavers rarely overpopulate
because they breed only once a year. Kits have many
predators including hawks, owls and otters. Bears,
wolves, dogs and coyotes will also take older beavers
that are especially vulnerable when seeking new
territories. Trapping is the most common source of
mortality. In vast areas without trapping, beaver
populations will peak, and then slowly drift down to a
sustainable level. Removing beavers stimulates larger
litters from survivors in the area.
By the early 1900s, beavers were almost extirpated from
North America, Europe and Asia due to trapping and the
subsequent draining of lands for agriculture. Estimates
of the current N. A. population are as low as five percent
of those present prior to European settlement. For more
information visit the website Beavers:Wetlands and
Wildlife at www.beaversww.org
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Notes From the Board
•

Chris Howard, Conservation Chair, is going to write
a letter to the Corps of Engineers objecting to their
recently completed Comprehensive Plan,
His
objection is that they did not make any changes to
the hunting areas at Bennington Lake to move them
away from the heavily used area next to the lake,
especially on the east side.

•

The barn owl boxes will be checked in October to
see if any of them are being used.

•

Audubon Washington has come out in favor of
Initiative I-732. After a brief discussion, the board
decided that Blue Mountain Audubon would not
take a position at this time. Since the October
membership meeting will be devoted to the topic,
the consensus was to wait until both sides are heard
for the board to make a decision. How did the State
Audubon decide to support I-732? Here is an
explanation from them:

Audubon Washington, with our chapter network, spent more
than a year exploring the carbon tax initiative, striving to
really understand the pros and cons of being the first state to
enact a carbon tax. We surveyed our Audubon membership to
get a sense of what individuals were thinking about the
carbon tax. We delved into the specifics at every spring
regional meeting with leadership from all chapters. Our
board did a deep dive during its annual strategic planning
retreat and an ad hoc committee took all of this information
and developed our position.
As someone who started the process convinced that I-732
wasn’t good enough and that there would be a better option in
the future, the thoughtful comments and insightfulness of our
chapters and members convinced me otherwise. People who
care about birds truly understand the urgency of the situation.
Over and over, we heard the same refrain: We must do
something now about climate change. Ultimately, this
urgency led me to embrace the great opportunity offered by I732: vote to put a price on carbon pollution and take action
now that will benefit birds and people.
While this initiative will not complete all the work that needs
to be done, I-732 will help move Washington forward as a
leader on enacting the solutions that birds and other wildlife
need to have a chance in a warming world. When birds thrive,
we all thrive. Let’s take action now for future generations of
people and birds.
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Musings

by Chris Howard
Midnight Magic

I am convinced that we humans have our waking hours
backwards. It is really during the night time when
the magic and mystery takes place. This past summer, I was staying at a cabin in the mountains and
even though it was late at night I was restless. I’m
always restless on full moon nights. I peered out the
window and saw that the clouds had cleared and the
moon was shining like daylight. I grabbed my trusty
sleeping bag and headed outside to the nicely padded
glider perched on the hillside amongst the rocks and
a scattering of pines. “What a magnificent evening” I
said to myself as I snuggled into my toasty sleeping
bag. Just looking up to see the moon and stars shining
brightly above me, I was surprised by the sudden
dark shape of an owl flying a quick circle about 5 feet
above my face. “Rather large, probably a Great
Horned”, I said to myself. Obviously the owl was telling me that there was magic afoot and it was too early for sleep. So I climbed out of my sleeping bag and
walked down the path toward the meadow. It was
breathtakingly still as I quietly walked through the
silvery moonlight. Looking across to the meadow at
the bottom of the hill I saw a dark shape run through
the tall grasses and out of sight into the pines to my
right. Could it have been a coyote? A Wolf? A deer?
Suddenly the owl did a silent swoop over my head
from behind me…and I felt a chill run through me.
Clearly I was not alone out here. Standing quietly I
looked to my right into the pines and there about
50ft away, framed between the trees, was large buck
deer shining in the moonlight. It looked strong and
majestic with head and antlers upright as he turned
toward me, trying to ascertain my threat level. With
this knowledge of each other, the tension in the air
dissipated. I breathed again and made my way down
to the meadow, where I soon saw his mate bounding
through the moonlight in his direction.
Full moon nights are not the only time to be outside.
Recently I camped at a remote lake high in the Wallowa Mountains on a perfectly clear, no-moon night.
This was not a night for early bedtime. The stars
were absolutely dazzling! The Milky Way was so
bright it was as if someone had poured milk across
the sky. I laid back on a slanted rock protruding from
a little rock peninsula, and was mesmerized by the
diamond-like brightness of the stars. I realized I
was on a peninsula extending out into the lake and I
stood and looked down to see the night sky shining
brightly all over the mirror-like surface of the lake
surrounding me. How can anyone sleep inside when
there is so much magic and mystery afoot on such a
starry night?
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In the Field...by Ginger Shoemake
September arrived and with it came the first signs of
fall—cooler nights and shorter days. The first whitecrowned sparrows showed up at Bennington Lake on
August 30 and MerryLynn alerted us to Swainson’s
hawks gathering in the fields around Lowden.
We had a Anna’s hummingbird show up on August 23.
It was joined by another one in September.
Pam Fisher walked Mill Creek on September 7 and saw
many swallows over the creek, cedar waxwings in the
elderberries and a spotted sandpiper, plus more of the
usual sightings.
That evening two common
nighthawks flew over her house.
Melissa Cummins had a new yard bird on September 7.
A Lewis’s
woodpecker
stopped by
to say hello.
They can be
seen in our
area in the
spring and
fall
when
they
are
migrating.
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There were lots of migrants at Bennington Lake on
September 13.
Warblers included Townsend’s,
common yellow-throat, yellow-rumped, Wilson’s,
MacGillivray’s, and orange-crowned.
Shorebirds
were there too—long-billed dowitcher, Baird’s
sandpiper, pectoral sandpiper, and killdeer. Great
egrets and great blue herons were eating tadpoles
along the canal. A gray flycatcher was the best bird of
the day. Also, the winter birds are returning. We saw
dark-eyed
juncos,
white-crowned
sparrows,
Townsend’s solitaires, ruby-crowned kinglets and a
golden-crowned kinglet.
I was very excited to find a common yellow-throat in
our yard on September 14. It was a new yard bird for
me. I’ve enjoyed watching the warblers pass through
this fall. All of the common ones made a stop along
their way south. Now I’m hoping for something rare!
Mike and MerryLynn Denny led our first Field Trip of
the fall on September 18. We visited several spots along
the Columbia and Snake Rivers looking for migrating
birds. The water level was high on the Columbia, so the
only shorebirds we found were two greater yellowlegs
and a spotted sandpiper. There were plenty of birds on
the water, including several common terns and a
common loon. Scopes were a great help as this photo
shows.

MerryLynn visited Fishhook Park
on September 7 and found this
olive-sided flycatcher. She also
saw 2 Lewis’s woodpeckers,
several species of warblers—
orange
crowned, Nashville,
MacGillivray’s, yellow, yellowrumped,
Townsend’s
and
Wilson’s.
Isn’t migration
wonderful—you never know what
you’ll find!
Linda Hanson found a Lewis’s woodpecker at
Bennington Lake on September 9. She also saw a black
-necked stilt, and several species of warblers.
Mike and MerryLynn found two black-throated gray
warblers at Fishhook Park on September 10. They also
reported seeing a Sabine’s gull at the Walla Walla River
Delta on September 9 and white-fronted geese at Casey
Pond.
MerryLynn found another black-throated gray
warbler on September 11—this time at Fort Walla
Walla. Another nice bird there was a single purple
finch.

At Ice Harbor Dam the
birds were much closer
and Paul Treman was
able to get this photo
showing a doublecrested cormorant, a
Caspian Tern, and a
California gull posing
with an American
white pelican.
Thanks
Mike
and
MerryLynn for a great
trip.
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Driving to the river on the
field trip, we came across
a field of 22 Swainson’s
hawks near Touchet.
Judy Treman was able to
capture this great photo of
an immature bird. They
were busy scouring a
recently cut alfalfa field
looking for rodents so they can store up for their journey
to their wintering grounds in Argentina.
We had our first sharp-shinned hawk of the fall come
into the yard on September 19. It tried to nab a lesser
goldfinch off the niger feeder, but was unsuccessful.
Bennington Lake was very birdy again on September
20. There was a nice variety of waterfowl including a
western grebe and a pied-billed grebe. Several
American pipits were foraging on the rocks along the
dam and the osprey made a brief visit. Two great
egrets and a great blue heron foraged in the mud.
White-crowned sparrows were abundant as were
yellow-rumped warblers. Vaux’s swifts swooped
down over us as we walked along the canal and
Bewick’s wrens sang from the bushes. It was beginning
to look like fall at the lake with the colors beginning to
turn yellow and red.
On September 21 a great blue heron stood absolutely
still for over an hour on Priscilla Dauble’s backyard
pond as several people wandered around her patio. They
finally forgot it was there and later wondered if the
goldfish did too!
MerryLynn and I both had golden-crowned sparrows
in our yards on September 21.
I had two reports of turkey vultures on September 23.
One from John Jamison—he had 5 at his place, and Del
Henry who had 10 or so hanging around his place.
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great egrets and a great blue heron in the mud around
the lake, and a nice variety of waterfowl including 20
ruddy ducks. A merlin flew across the lake and we
saw one great horned owl along the canal.
MerryLynn had a white-throated sparrow in her yard
on September 29.
On September 30, Earl Blackaby found a new bird for
Bennington Lake—a white faced ibis! He was able to
take
several
nice
photos
including this
one. This is a
bird that can be
found in large
numbers
at
Malheur NWR
in the summer,
but is rare in
Walla
Walla
County. Nice
find Earl!
We had our first pine siskins of the fall in our yard on
October 1. It’s nice to see the winter birds returning.
We are getting more house finches and goldfinches.
White-crowned sparrows, and a few juncos have
joined the song sparrows scratching the ground around
the feeders.
MerryLynn watched a peregrine falcon swoop down on
a dunlin on the Walla Walla River Delta on October 2.
It knocked it out of the air, but the dunlin was able to
evade the peregrine’s talons.
Let me know what birds are coming to your feeders, and
what you are seeing when you are out enjoying the fall
weather.
Send your reports to housewren084@gmail.com

Wally Tomlinson took a walk around his farm on
September 24 and found 13 species including yellowrumped warblers, Brewer’s blackbirds, red-tailed
hawks, and wood ducks.
Another Anna’s hummingbird showed up in late
September—this time in Brenda Worden’s yard. She
has had them come in the fall every year for the past
four years. As of the end of September, we still had one
and sometimes two in our yard.
Our September 27 Bennington Lake Tuesday walk was
void of migratory passerines with the exception of
yellow-rumped warblers. However, there were four

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
WALLA WALLA CHRISTMAS BIRD
COUNT
Saturday, December 17
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